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Welcome from
the Editor...

Thank you all for
your fantastic
support of my new
role as magazine
editor. It has made
the task of taking
on this role very
enjoyable, despite
initial anxieties!
When you have
read this first edition
I’d welcome any
ideas, thoughts
and feedback you
have. We’d love the
magazine to have a
letters page and any
information about
local events and
societies which you
may wish to share
with us.
So do let me know
what you think
and write to me
either via email;
brendafclark@
btinternet.com, or
by a letter left at the
cross aisle. Many
thanks...

Brenda

QUIZ NIGHT...
Something for everyone!

The winning team

Another "Gold" for Team GB! And £800 raised for church funds. Everyone's a winner!

T

he Harvest Quiz Night on
Saturday 13th October
had a record turn out
and good fun was had by
all. Celia and her team organised
a fantastic spread,: chilli con
carne, followed by melt in the
mouth meringues with cream
and chocolate sauce! Fuelled
by Martin’s bar, all the teams
were highly competitive and
eager to win the‘Christ Church
Quiz’Trophy.
We had a good mix of Christ
Church, and non-Christ Church

people (but regulars to our quiz
nights), and it was all edge of the
seat, exciting stuff!
The crunch round came right
at the end of the night. The two
leading teams (I am delighted to
say that they were both
predominantly Christ Church
teams!) had saved their Jokers
for this round called Team GB –
all about the Olympics.
Unfortunately that was the
round that stymied everyone,
but, the winners on the night,
who coincidentally were called

‘Team GB’, swept to victory.
We think that the winning
formula for this team was their
broad range of ages – and huge
intellect of course!
The team line up was Ian
Christie, Lucy and Ellie Haynes,
John Davey and his wife, Godfrey
and Flis Banks, and Ion
Montgomery.
There was great demand that
we do this again soon. It is great
fun, and we raised approximately
£800, so it was truly a ‘social’ and
‘fundraising’ event.

Go to page 7 to see what Junior Church have been up to recently 
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Things to make
you smile! Part 1
...gathered by those of us who enjoy visiting churches
around the country. We hope you will enjoy...

I’M FINE, THANK YOU
There is nothing the matter with me,
I’m as healthy as can be.
I have arthritis in both knees,
and when I walk I talk with a wheeze.
My pulse is weak, and my blood is thin,
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.
Arch supports I have for my feet,
or I wouldn’t be able to be on the street.
Sleep is denied me night after night,
But every morning I find I’m alright.
My memory is failing, my head’s in a spin
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.
The moral is this as my tale I unfold,
That for you and me who are growing old,
It’s better to say “I’m fine” with a grin,
Than to let folks know the shape we are in.
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Who do you want as
the next Archbishop
of Canterbury?

W

...asks Richard Lane

hat sort of Bishop would
you like to see as the next
Archbishop of
Canterbury? Of course,
by and large, the identity of the man
in the big chair at Lambeth Palace
makes almost no difference to how
you and I live our lives at the church
here in West Wimbledon but would
you like a man (for sadly, we are,
hopefully for the last time, limited to
only half the population) like Rowan
Williams who will do everything he
possibly can to hold the disparate
threads of the Anglican Communion
together? Do you want a figure of
and for unity, someone who
recognises the value of diversity,
celebrates the rich multi-coloured,
multi-layered fabric of the Church of
England and the world wide Anglican
communion? I know that I do.
However, that’s not all that I
want. The job of Archbishop and
most particularly that work of
maintaining unity is of course, in
today’s church, almost impossible.
For we are not just a church of
variety, diversity and colour, we
are in fact deeply divided about
ministry, priesthood, sexuality
and mission. We are not “one”.
And the question a lot of us are
facing is ‘do we really want to be
one?’ Can we ever regain that way
of being Anglican where we
lived together even though we
were not the same, where we
respected one another in our
difference, regarded
one another as

Everything must reveal God to us...

neighbours, brothers and sisters
even though we looked at the
world with quite a different
theological, sociological or
political perspective? Of late, more
and more Anglicans have been
answering ‘no, we cannot’.
The next Archbishop, unlike
Rowan Williams is going to have
to seriously contemplate the
consequences of that growing
tendency and ask himself, what
are the limits of the search
for unity? At what point is my
attempt to hold us all together
going to cost me and many of us
our integrity? I really don’t think
we can have ten more years of
that. There is a point where the
work of trying to hold us together
demands too high a price in the
sacrifice of what we believe to
be the gospel, what we believe
to be Godly, Christ-like and true.
I believe that we have arrived
at that point and so I hope and
I pray that our new Archbishop
will redress the balance between
working to hold the ragbag
together and being true to what he
believes to be the gospel.

Long prayers are not

‘You will be the smiling face of London’
Marion Stewart on being a London Ambassador at London 2012

T

hat was what we
were told we had
to be. After
applications,
recruitment, a security
check and three training
days, I reported at the
TFL Building in Victoria,
along with a number of
other Flying Squad
Ambassadors, all slightly
nervous and selfconscious in our bright
pink and mauve
uniforms, but excited.
We had agreed to be F/S
as we were prepared to
be flexible and go where
needed.
I was part of the Royal
Parks/Live Sites F/S
team and was so
fortunate in the places I
was asked to go. On
many days I was near an
event – the Triathlon,
Swimming Marathon,
50km walk and best of all
the Men’s Marathon on
the final day, when I was
in Parliament Square.
The atmosphere was
tremendous, the crowd
enormous, happy,
raucous, especially when
the runners came
through each time. (Imagine
being allowed to amble in the
middle of the road there on a
normal day!!)
I was also in Kensington
Gardens, Trafalgar Square, Hyde
Park and Heathrow Terminal 5,
so gained a good insight into the
general demeanour of the City
during the Games.
London was transformed;
everyone had a relaxed look, was
cheerful, chatty, grateful for our

ethnic groups; a real
cross-section of London,
and without exception
each one of us found the
experience of those six
days quite amazing and
something we would not
have missed for
anything. We were so
proud of London and
what the organisers and
the City could produce
and so glad to have been
a part of it.
What happens now?
Those who wish can
become part of Team
London to continue their
volunteering and many
have already indicated
they want to continue.
We had an invitation
to watch the Parade of
Athletes from a
designated area at the
bottom of the Mall, near
the Palace, which was a
glorious end to a super
summer. We shall
receive a DVD and
certificate as a record of
the Games and for each
London Ambassador of
which there were over
7,500, there will be a tree
planted in two pieces of
woodland in Epping and Croydon
at which we shall have a chance
of taking part.
All this is very gratifying, but it
is not why I did it. I was able to be
of help in welcoming everyone to
London, passing on information
about what a splendid place it is,
being part of an amazing, once in
a lifetime, event. I have done
volunteering for most of my life
and this was another occasion to
give some time.

‘London was transformed; everyone had a relaxed
look, was cheerful, chatty, grateful for our help...’
help, and full of praise for
London. Most of our job involved
handing out maps of London,
giving instructions on the easiest
way to get to a venue or to the
usual tourist spots: all with a
smile on our faces.
One couple who arrived at
Heathrow were in transit and
wanted some idea of what were
the best places to visit during
their 7 hours in London and how
to get there. We were always in

pairs and always in sight of the
‘pod’ which was the spot where
the site manager was based,
along with lots of extra
information we could call on if
needed. Perhaps you saw the big
one in Trafalgar Square or one at
Waterloo or Victoria Stations.
Each day when we reported at
the Office we had a chance to
compare notes with our fellow
F/S. We were a mixed bunch,
different ages, backgrounds and

needed in order to smile at Christ in the smallest details of life.
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Things to make
you smile! Part 2
...gathered by those of us who enjoy visiting churches
around the country. We hope you will enjoy them...

The fasting and
prayer conference
includes meals.
Next Thu
rsday the
re will be
tryouts fo
r the choi
r. They
need all t
he help th
ey can ge
t.

The “Low self-esteem
support group” will
meet Thursday at
7p.m. Please use the
back door.

 iss Charlene Mason sang
M
“I will not pass this way
again”, giving obvious
pleasure to the congregation.

1952 remembered...
In Jubilee year, John Barrett looks back on the year the Queen took the throne

At Christ Church Elizabeth
is surrounded by friends

My Christ Church

I

Elizabeth Flemming on what Christ Church means to her

look forward to coming to
church, and as I enter by the
south door, I feel at once the sense
of friendliness that fills this
church. There are always two people
who hand me a hymn book and
leaflets, with such welcoming smiles;
then others whom I know well, or
perhaps only slightly, nod and
exchange eye-contact.
Passing down the aisle and
already robed to assist
the vicar, is he who
never fails to greet
me and others too of
course. Recently, there
is she, who must, that
very minute, have read
her leaflet and noticed
under R.I.P., the name
of my second son... his death... and
immediately crosses over to give me
a spontaneous kiss.
The vicar’s quick eyes are all
embracing as he looks around his
church, especially quick to search
out any youngsters to emphasise
their import and activities. There
are three, perhaps four, disabled
people who are wheeled here by
carers, their chairs parked right at

the front for the service. The carers
stay beside them, ‘care’ being their
concern; she who brings the blind
lady looks after her so very lovingly.
Others in the congregation are
also alert in coming to the aid of
anybody thumbing slowly through
the pages of the hymn book – help
is always to hand! Truly this is
God’s house of peace.
At the end of the service he,
who plays such a
part in the prayers,
preaching and offering
the communion, now
stands by the south door
to say a farewell till next
time. I am often given
a quick hug of affection
as well!
Offers of a lift home by car now
come to me even thought the two
buses I can catch are convenient.
Somehow Richard, the vicar, can
remember how I get here! She, who
is a fairly near neighbour in my
road gives me so many of these lifts,
also he who sits in the pew behind
me does the same. Certainly, as
I said at the start, friendship is a
focal point in this church.

‘I feel at once
the sense of
friendliness
that fills this
church.’

O Lord, reform your world... beginning with me...

Since 2012 was the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Year, I thought I would
remind you of some of
the happenings of 60 years ago...
The main event of the year which
a lot of us will remember – and
remember where we were - was
the death of King George VI, I was
stationed on a Royal Air Force camp
in the Suez Canal Zone.
The first day of January 1952 was a
Tuesday, but ,unlike now, not a public
holiday. So if you had bought The
Times on the way to work it would
have cost you three pence! On the way
home you could have bought three
evening papers – The Star, The
Evening News or The Evening
Standard. Now you can get The
Evening Standard for free, and the
other two newspapers have gone!
Do you remember the old currency
– 20 shillings to the pound, or 240
pence to a pound – and some prices
still expressed in guineas (that is one
pound and one shilling), particularly in
antique sales and cattle markets.
But back to The Times, it still had
advertisements on the front page.
One of the adverts was for a Director
General for the Advertising
Association at £,2000 a year.
Another advertisement was from
a lieutenant colonel who wanted
accommodation within 10 minutes
of Horse Guards Parade, and
he was willing to pay 8 guineas
a week for it!
For those of you in 1952 who

were still reading comics there were
plenty around, of which the most
popular was The Eagle, which sold a
million copies a week!
In politics we had a Conservative
Government that had been returned
to office in October 1951, following six
years of a Labour Government. The
Prime Minister was Winston Churchill,
who was 77 years old when elected.
Anthony Eden was Foreign Secretary,
‘Rab’ Butler was Chancellor of the
Exchequer and Harold Macmillan the
Minister of Housing.
Should you have gone to the
cinema, it normally meant seeing two
films, trailers for forthcoming films
and a newsreel. There were also news
cinemas, which only showed
newsreels. You may remember there
was a newsreel cinema by Platform 1
at Waterloo station.
If you had a television set on 1st
January 1952 you could have watched
it for seven hours – from 3pm until
10.25pm. In the afternoon was Andy
Pandy, then, in the evening, Aladdin
and a play , For Better or Worse. But
the most popular programme was
What’s My Line with Gilbert Harding.
For those without television there
was always the radio. There were then
three BBC radio stations – the Home
Service, the Light
Programme and
the Third
Programme. The
Home service
came on at
6.30am until 11pm,

whereas the Third Programme
was evenings only.
Should you have had a car in
1952 there were no motorways
to travel on, but on the other
hand there were only around
three million cars on the
roads .There must be about
ten times that number now.
1952 was also an Olympic year. The
Winter Olympic Games were held in
Oslo and the athletics in Helsinki
where there were eighteen events
over sixteen days. The only British
gold medal was won on the last day
when Harry Llewellyn won the
equestrian team event on his horse
Foxhunter.
Now a question... were any of you
stationed in the Suez Canal zone in
1952? I was at RAF Kasfareet..

John in his
Royal Air
Force days.
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A Christian University?
...asks Ron Barnett, author of
"Imaging The Univeristy"
(Routledge 2012)

I

n this little note, I just want
to pose a series of personal
questions about a topic
that interests me. The topic
is this: can Christianity inform
our sense of the university?
The context here – as it
seems to me – includes the
following:
• A huge increase in the
numbers of students
participating in higher education
(over two million in the UK;
around 200 million in the world);
• The development of a market
orientation in universities,
encouraged by governments
across the world;
• The emergence of a ‘postmetaphysical’ society, in which

religion is both downplayed and
segregated from the
mainstream of culture;
• The rise of non-Christian
religions in the world.
Against this background, the
matter arises as to whether
Christianity could or should
inform our ideas of the university
as a social institution. After all,
the mediaeval university was
intimately linked with
Christianity; and in England, that
strong link continued into the
nineteenth century, and there is
a (small) number of UK
universities and university
colleges that today have overtly
Christian foundations (which
form the ‘Guild’ group of
universities).
Those of us who see ourselves
as Christians might be tempted
to think that, of course,

Christianity has many resources
– ideas, beliefs, values – that
could help to shape universities
in the modern age. But what
might they be? Is it a belief in
God? Is it an attachment to such
ideas as hope, faith and even love
in an otherwise materialistic
age? Is it a concern with
community and a sense that we
are all inter-connected? Is it a
view that knowledge is valueless
in itself but becomes of value
when it is put to work in the
service of values? Is it a sense
that the universe warrants
feelings of awe and wonder (and
that science can only enhance
those feelings and not
undermine them)?
My own beginnings of an
answer lies in an interweaving of
several of these possibilities.
Surely, both research (by

academics) and
learning (by students)
will be enhanced by a
sense that humanity
has its place in the
wider world, and that we have a
responsibility both to sustain
this wider world and to improve
it. Christianity, accordingly, may
just help in steering us towards a
new conception of the university.
Currently, we are besieged –
worldwide – by a belief in ‘the
entrepreneurial university’.
Isn’t a new idea required; an
idea that we can term ‘the
ecological university’; a
university that has a concern
for the interconnectedness of
the world and works towards
improving its wellbeing?
Christianity surely offers some
valuable resources in working
out just such an idea.

My Wimbledon
Wartime Memory
by Cynthia Aird
1941... All of her family had slept in
the air-raid shelter all night. One bomb
dropped up the road. Ten minutes to
eight! The front door shut and she set
off on the two-mile walk to school. Half-way up the
long road, the air-raid sirens went off. No need to
worry yet – it would be at least five minutes before
anything happened, and by then she would be in the
Broadway and able to shelter in the shop doorway.
All was well. She got as far as Beulah Road. Two
teachers went by on their ”sit-up and beg” bikes.
They were cousins. One was the French mistress and
the other took “physical training” lessons.
Finally arriving at school, all was very quiet
indeed – the cloakrooms were full of coats,
and lessons had started. She was late! Feeling
conspicuous, she hurried along the deserted
corridors. Through the glass parts of the classroom
she could see the various teachers writing on the
blackboard, or talking to the class.
At last she was up the stairs and in through the
classroom door –“I’m sorry to be late”. Arithmetic
lesson was in progress, and it was “decimals”. No
need to worry – she had done all that at junior
school. No comment was made as she took her place.

	
  

Creationism?
by Val Hancock
A while ago the mother of my godson
informed me that he was only to be taught
the creation theory; that the earth was
created according to the book of Genesis,
that the earth was 6000 years old!
I was horrified. As a scientist and Anglican
I believe that God created the universe an
indeterminate time ago and that the ‘Big
Bang’ which created the earth followed at

least 4.5 billion years ago, I also believe that
God is still creating! You and I have the same
carbon compouds in our DNA that are
contained in the stars.
How did I deal with this? I explained
that Hippo in the fourth century
proposed that the earth was created in
an instant and not in six days; Philo of
Alexandria in the seventh century agreed
that creation occurred outside any
determined time. They promoted the
concept that the story in Genesis was an
allegory; that the story was a result of

St John Ambulance Wimbledon & Merton
division are opening a Badger Sett...
revealed essential divine truths by God
to believers. This is what I and millions of
other committed Christians believe
today, that our original sin of pride is
what separates us from God.Sadly my
efforts fell on deaf ears.
How am I dealing with my failure to
persuade? As with all my problems,
I have asked Jesus Christ, in prayer,
to carry it until I am strong and wise
enough to carry it for myself. I may never
be that strong or wise, but then do I need
to be with Him by my side?

Some read the bible to learn, and some read it to hear from heaven.

We are welcoming children from ages 5 to 10
years to learn lifelong skills with us on
Tuesday evenings, from 6pm to 7.15pm,
at St John Ambulance Hall, 122 – 124 Kingston
Rd, South Wimbledon, SW19 1LY.
For more information about Badgers
please contact Badger Leader: Heather Smith
Email: badgerwimbledon@gmail.com
Mobile Number: 07986 248 587
	
  
	
  

God is with us all the
time at Junior Church...

A

t Junior Church each week,
we tackle a theme, that ties
into the service. To give you
an example, on this
particular week, it was about ‘Time’ –
that God is with us all the time.
Time is quite a rich topic (they are
not always as clear as that!), and the
two leaders Kate Tasch and Sharon
Dorans, did a fabulous job with this.
They started with a prayer which they
got one of the children to read out to
the others. They explained the subject
of time, and to warm them all up, they
asked the children to try and guess
how long a minute is.
Little Callum , 3, (second right of
top picture) guessed after 15
seconds!! but some of the children got
fairly close, and we have never heard
them so quiet in our lives – a very good
warm up game!
Then the children were asked to
help put together a time line by
drawing a picture of key events in their
lives to go onto a display, and the
message was that whilst all these
important things are happening to
them, God is with them all the time.
Finally, because children need to let
off steam, the leaders set up a game,
where the ‘clock’ was in the middle,
the ‘seconds’ were in one corner, the

How much better to get wisdom than gold!

‘minutes’ in another, and ‘hours’ in a
third corner. When the leader shouted
out ‘minutes’ the children had to run to
the corner that was called the ‘minute’
corner, and so on. If the leader
shouted ‘clock’ the children had to run
to the middle and sit down. They got
the hang of this very quickly, the older
children led the way, and the younger
children followed close behind.
The session generally finishes with
a prayer and reminder of what the
children have learnt.
As most of you witness, towards the
end of the service, Richard will invite all
the children up to front and ask them
what they have learnt today – that’s
when us leaders sometimes cringe in
our chairs, hoping that the children
have learnt something, and very much
learnt the right thing. Tish Mousell
• Junior Church takes place during
the 10.00am service during term
time, but not on the first Sunday of
the month. It’s officially for children
aged 4-10 but if you have little ones,
please do come along with them, we
have several 2 year olds, who join in
regularly. We are currently down to 5
helpers so if you feel you’d be able ti
help out you’d be most welcome. We
are now preparing for the Navity, so
please, watch this space!

Proverbs 16:16
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Rosey Hickson

PCC News over the last five months
Judy Luddington, PCC Secretary explains...

nutshell..
a
n

I

the summer undertaking a full review of
the Church Fabric which was circulated
to members and discussed at length.
Various things have already been put in
place, including repairing the boundary wall,
planting spikey plants to desist burglars from
trying to get in via windows and enlisting
specialists from Kingston Stained Glass Guild
to repair inner windows.
The Social Committee have been planning
some great events for the autumn including
the Quiz night in October, the Advent Fair
on December 2nd and Wreath Making on
December 12th. All events are hugely popular
and help to raise important funds for the
church, so our thanks to the members for all
their hard work here.
The Vicar thanked Alban Thurston for a
wonderful trip to St Albans in June and also
thanked Joslyn Taylor for her contribution to
the PCC as sadly she is leaving the parish at
the end of October to return to South Africa.
Everyone wishes her and her family the best
for the future.
Finally the PCC thanks Brenda Clark for
taking on the role of editor of our new parish
magazine for which the congregation voted
strongly in favour. We wish her well in this
new venture!

BAPTISMS
JULY
1st
Sybella Sophie Beatrix
Wickham
8th
Daniel Thomas
Davies
SEPTEMBER
9th
Holly Isabella
Farquharson
Tilly Emilia Sim
Emilia Grace Sim
23rd
Henry Thomas
Daniel Hess
OCTOBER
21st
Holly Stewart
Natalia Stewart
28th
Meera Kapadia

This window, broken in the
burglary last year, was repaired
with glass kindly donated by
Monica Brown

We welcome you all
into the family at
Christ Church.

Kind words are short and easy to speak... but their echoes

.

T

he PCC met in July and September.
Most of the members were present at
both meetings. There were a few main
subjects discussed. The first was the
Appeal to the Diocese for our Fairer Shares
payment which had gone up dramatically over
the last year. Both Richard Lane and Godfrey
Banks felt this was not fair as a number of
generous donors had left the parish for various
reasons and the demand did not reflect
adequately the true profile of our congregation.
Happily we can report that the Diocese have
agreed to give us a substantial rebate for this
year. We are very pleased that they appreciated
our situation and Godfrey Banks is keen to point
out that we have to continue to try and build up
reserves to cover items such as a possible new
church roof or organ in the future.
The Vicar also reported that Christ Church
has been given a substantial donation for
the work of Christ Church in the community.
The PCC have considered a number of ideas
and it was agreed that the interest from the
donation which is being invested will pay for
mobility aids to help the volunteers who ferry
the elderly to and from church and also a
bursary grant to a Hollymount school family
who are finding school needs hard to meet.
The church wardens have been busy in

Rosey Hickson, received a BEM (British Empire Medal) in the 21012
Queen’s Birthday Honours list for services to the commtunity in Merton,
where she has been a Girl Guide leader forover 25 years

I

started going to Christ Church
about 30 years ago when we
moved to Crescent Road. My
first contact with Christ Church
was through the Toddler group
where I made lots of friends
including Mair and Sue. Sue and I ran
it together on
Thursdays
and I loved
it-it was a
wonderful
way to make
new friends.
My children
attended
Hollymount
and we got to
know Rev Vic
Reed, a
governor
there, which
reinforced
the Christ
Church link.
When the
children
had all
started school, I did a “Back To
Nursing” course, which enabled
me to work at Queen Mary’s
Hospital, Roehampton term time
only, which I really enjoyed. I
then moved to the Outpatients
Department at Parkside Hospital,
which I loved as it enabled me to
work and manage family life with
my husband travelling away nearly
all the time. I still work there one
or two mornings a week. Family
life has been busy but wonderful.
We are still a very close family
despite distance, Richard having

are truly endless.

moved to Australia.
About 25 years ago Marion
Stewart asked me to be District
Commissioner of the local Girl
Guides. I said YES and I am still
involved in Guiding, having run
the Christ Church Brownies for 18
years. I thought
I might retire
but it was not
to be as I am
now running
the Brownie
Pack at St.
Mark’s Church!
My favourite
hobby is
gardening
which is a
relaxation for
me. I also have
an allotment
and help
Elaine with
the flowers at
Christ Church
.I play bridge
and golf, and
belong to four book clubs, which is
too many, but they all happened.
I belong to the local WI which has
lots of activities attached to it not all jam and Jerusalem!
I try and see my six
grandchildren as much as
possible. I feel so lucky to have
such a wonderful life,with masses
of friends. I never really think of
the future. My philosophy is to
live life to the full while I can and
see what life brings. I hope that
if I think positively then positive
things will happen.

Mother Teresa

MARRIAGES
2012
Caroline Perry & Jacob van Praag
Ole Skodstrup Hansen
& Linda Johns
Alex Hartwig
& Eva-Maria Buckstegge
Anne Crook & Mike Ansbro
Sarah Bartlett
& Alexander Churcher
Samantha Wallace
& Keith Harding
Jonathan Sumner & Devina Artley
Natasha Tommis
& Justin Houareau
We wish them every happiness in
their future lives together.

Mah Jong group

W

ould anyone like to learn to
play Mahjong? It is a Chinese
game played with tiles and a little
similar to the card game rummy.
You need 4 to play but I could
always teach more, and
perhaps we could get a group
playing Mahjong on a regular
basis. It is a fun game to play
and I don’t think quite as
difficult as bridge. If you are
interested, please email me
Juliegrainger71@yahoo.co.uk.

Julie Grainger
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Thought for the day...
Just for today, I will be happy.
After all, most people are about as happy as
they make up their minds to be.

Christmas Carols
Jim Finch from the choir on the history of Christmas

T

he tradition of carol
composition and singing is
rich and various. The origin of
the word “carol “ is thought to
be derived from ”choraula “ from
Latin or “choros “ from the Greek . In
France a “carole “ was a popular
dance and later became the song
that accompanied that dance .
Christmas carols as we know them
find their origin in pagan songs sung
to mark the four seasons, but
gradually became associated solely
with the winter solstice on 22
December. Early Christians then
adopted from these solstice
celebrations the singing of songs at
the Christmas season.
Early carols were sung in Latin until
St Francis of Assisi introduced his
Nativity Plays in Italy in the 13th
century. The players sang songs or
“canticles “ in the vernacular. The
“new” carols spread to other
countries in Europe.
In England most carols were sung
in the home rather than in churches
.They were spread by wandering
minstrels or official carol singers
called “Waits” , so- called because
they only sang on Christmas Eve
,which was sometimes called “watch
night” or “waitnight”, a reference to
the account of the shepherds
watching over their flocks when the
Angels appeared to them , as in the
well known carol .
In the fourteenth century the carol

became the popular religious song
form .In the early fifteenth century
the Court songbook the “Fayrfax
Manuscript “ was used and for the
first time featured carols with
harmonisation with two , three or four
voices (polyphony)
When Cromwell and the Puritans
came to power in 1647 the
celebration of Christmas was banned
. The tradition of carols did not revive
fully until Victorian times when some
of our much-loved carols were
written- Away In A Manger; Hark The
Herald Angels Sing and It Came Upon
A Midnight Clear”.
Modern composers have also
written many new carols as well as
arrangements of older carols –
Vaughan Williams, John Rutter, David
Willcocks and Richard Rodney
Bennett for example
There is no sign that this fund of
new works is likely to dry up soon !
Perhaps the best known of the
Anglican carol celebration and
tradition is the Service of Nine
Lessons and Carols each Christmas
Eve from Kings College, Cambridge .
This service has been broadcast live
since 1918 in thanks for the ending of
the First World War and always
commences with a solo by a single
treble choir boy singing the first verse
of “Once in Royal David’s City “ .
We look forward to singing and
listening to some of these carols at
Christ Church in December.

Just for today, I will try to live through this
day only, and not tackle my whole life’s
problems at once. I can do something for 12
hours that would appal me if I felt I had to
keep it up for every day of my life.
Just for today, I will try to add to the
strength of my mind. I will read something
that requires a measure of thought,
concentration and effort.
Just for today, I will adjust myself to what
is and I will not keep trying to adjust
everything to my own desires.
Just for today, I will exercise my soul in
three ways. I will do somebody a good turn
and not get found out. I will do at least two
things I don’t want to do, just for exercise.
And, today, if my feelings are hurt, I will not
show it to anybody.
Just for today, I will try to look as agreeable
as I can. I will dress becomingly, act
courteously, speak low, criticise no-one and
try not improve anybody but myself.

Notes from The Treasurer
Godfery Banks on the state of the parish finances....

S

upport for the church
and for charities is not
just about money.
People give their time
and talents and these can be as
valuable. However, the job of
Treasurer is about money and
this is, therefore, the focus of
this article.
Christ Church is a lucky
church in many financial
ways. We have assets such
as the church hall that we
can let and receive a good
income. Another is our
investments which also
provide a significant return.
Together these enable us to
pay our way, but net income
(£10,000) from the hall may
be lost during any future
development.
However, without this
extra income, we do not
give enough to balance
our budget, year on year.
Measured against our
congregation’s earning

power, we could be giving
more. We are “average”
compared with others in the
diocese.
West Wimbledon is a
rich area, on the whole.
You would expect that we
need to give to help others
worse off than we are. And
we do. We gave £8,454 to
charities in 2011. We gave
£92,899 to the diocese as our
quota and in return we only
received £61,000 (paying
for our vicar and diocesan
services), the balance going
to help poorer parishes
meet their costs. And did
I say lucky? The diocese
have agreed to reduce our
quota substantially in 2012,
recognising a reduction
in the parish’s number of
wealthy givers recently, a
decision they could have left
in abeyance until 2013.
Of great help to us is that,
occasionally, parishioners

will donate a sum of money
in their lifetime. Others
remember us in their will. For
example, when renewing our
lighting recently, one legacy
in 2010 contributed over 40%
of the cost. Because of these
individual acts of generosity,
the current congregation at
Christ Church enjoys a high
standard of living, if I can put
it that way.
To conclude, I have set
out below the main income
and expenditure figures for
Christ Church in 2011 when,
after paying for the lighting,
we made a loss of £9,571.
Beware of assuming that we
will make a £30,000 surplus
this year because of not
having the lighting to pay for!
Remember that the cost was
met by legacies and special
fund raising. We may have a
surplus this year, but it will be
due mainly to the reduction in
our diocesan quota.
£

Income from standing orders, envelopes and cash in the plate

114,721

Donations and legacies

14,241

Income from investments

12,441

Just for today, I will map out what I am
going to do. I may not follow it exactly, but I
will have it by me and so I will save myself
from two pests- hurry and indecision.

Net income from letting of the church and hall + the Traidcraft stall

11,843

Other activities e.g. fees for weddings, church fairs and socials

8,060

TOTAL INCOME

161,306

Contribution to the diocese

92,899

Church lighting renewal

39,000

Just for today, I will be unafraid. And
especially, I will not be afraid to enjoy all
that is beautiful and to believe that as I give
to the world, so the world will give to me.

Organists and Parish administrator

9,614

Charitable giving

8,454

Gas & electricity

4,562

Church fabric maintenance

3,863

Insurance

3,837

Just for today, and then for every day
thereafter, I will place myself in God’s care
and know that I am being filled with His
love, grace and healing power
ANON

Postage, printing, stationery & telephones

3,799

Clergy expenses

2,268

Organ/piano tuning & repair

1,064

Sundries

1,517

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

170,877

He who heeds the word wisely will find good... And whoever

trusts in the LORD, happy is he.

Proverbs 16:20

Coming up...
ADVENT FAIR
December 2nd 2012
11.15am (after the
10.00am service)
Background music
presented by the
wonderful Tom
Theakston.
Mulled wine and
nibbles to be served.
MAKE A CHRISTMAS
TABLE DECORATION
with our expert florist
Elaine. Wednesday
12th December
7.00pm, in the hall.
£25 per head.
Bookings being taken
now on the sheet at the
back of Church.

Thank you..
We hope you’ve enjoyed
this issue and thank all of
you who have
contributed. We’d love to
hear your thoughts and
would welcome any
feature ideas, memories
and photographs you
have. We already have
some exciting ideas for
the next issue. Email the
Editor Brenda on
brendafclark@
btinternet.com or Art
Editor Naomi on naomi.
lowe@blueyonder.co.uk
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November & December 2012 Diary
 Sunday 4th November
4th Sunday before Advent
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Celebrating Together
6.30pm BCP Evensong

 Sunday 18th November
2nd Sunday before Advent
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
11.30am Family Service
6.30pm Communion Service

 Sunday 2nd December
Advent 1
8am
Holy Communion
10am	Celebrating Together
followed by Advent Fair
6.30pm BCP Evensong

Monday 19th November
8am
Morning Prayer

Monday 3rd December
8am
Morning Prayer

Tuesday 6th November
8am
Morning Prayer
11am
Holy Communion

Tuesday 20th November
8am
Morning Prayer

Wednesday 7th November
8am
Morning Prayer

Wednesday 21st November
8am
Morning Prayer

Tuesday 4th December
8am
Morning Prayer
11am
Holy Communion
7.30pm	Standing ommittee
Meeting, Vicarage

Thursday 8th November
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall

Thursday 22nd November
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall

Friday 9th November
8am
Morning Prayer
10am
Friday Group
7.30pm Choir Practice

Friday 23rd November
7.30pm Choir Practice
10am
Friday Group
7.30pm KFH, Hall

 Sunday 11th November
Remembrance Sunday
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Contemplative Prayer

 Sunday 25th November
Sunday next before Advent
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evensong

Monday 12th November
8am
Morning Prayer
8pm	Theology Discussion
Group

Monday 26th November
8am
Morning Prayer

Monday 5th November
8am
Morning Prayer

Tuesday 13th November
8am
Morning Prayer
8pm
Book Club
Wednesday 13th November
8am
Morning Prayer
Thursday 14th November
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
Friday 15th November
7.30pm Choir Practice

Tuesday 27th November
8am
Morning Prayer
Wednesday 28th November
8am
Morning Prayer

Wednesday 5th December
8am
Morning Prayer
Thursday 6th December
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall
Friday 7th December
10am
Friday Group
7.30pm Choir Practice
Saturday 8th December
7.30pm Jigsaw Players
Concert
 Sunday 9th December
Advent 2
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
4pm
Christingle Service
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Monday 10th December
8am
Morning Prayer

Thursday 29th November
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall

Tuesday 11th December
8am
Morning Prayer

Friday 30th November
7.30pm Choir Practice

Wednesday 12th December
8am
Morning Prayer
7pm	Christmas Table
Decoration making

Thursday 13th December
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am 	Bruno Bear, Christmas
Party, Hall
Friday 14th December
7.30pm Choir Practice
Saturday 15th December		
Jigsaw Players Children’s Event
 Sunday 16th December
Advent 3
8am
Holy Communion
10am	Parish Eucharist with
Junior Church Nativity
11.30am Family Service
6.30pm Communion Service
Monday 17th December
8am
Morning Prayer
Tuesday 18th December
8am
Morning Prayer
Wednesday 19th December
8am
Morning Prayer
Thursday 20th December
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
Friday 21st December
10am
Friday Group
7.30pm Choir Practice
7.30pm KFH, Hall
 Sunday 23rd December
Advent 4
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Carol Service
Monday 24th December
4pm
Crib Service
11.30pm Midnight Mass
Tuesday 25th December
10am
Celebrating Together

