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Welcome from
the Editor...
I hope you’ll enjoy the
second edition of Christ
Church Parish News. The
feedback from the first
one was very positive, so
hopefully we are on the
right lines! Any comments
and thoughts about what
you have read would be
most welcome. I’d also
love to hear of any special
anniversaries or activities
you may have coming up
this year. Just email me at
brendafclark@btinternet.
com or leave a note at the
cross aisle. Many thanks...

Brenda
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Lighting the flame
for Burns Night
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WHISKEY TASTING

e were a week
early, but the
evening turned
into a frenzy of
Scottish dancing led by Celia
and the flame was well and
truly lit! Particular stars on
the night were Hazel and
Gerald Bate who managed to
quick step in perfect
symmetry along with Julie
Grainger and Godfrey Banks,
who glid around the room to
the Dashing White Sergeant.
Elizabeth looked FANTASTIC
in her full tartan outfit, and we
had a 95 year old dancing
with the best of us! Delicious
Haggis, plenty of Whisky,
and the most marvellous
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Hammond – all made for
a night to remember.
We were screaming
with laughter!
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 A Building Development
Committee has been set up
and a Draft Memorandum of
Understanding between the
PCC, the Diocese and the
Architect was approved.
A special meeting of the
PCC will be organised to
consider the finalised plans
in the near future.
 The Treasurer, Godfrey
Banks, was pleased to report
that there has been a surplus

both from a generous donation
at the beginning of the year and
from the Church hall, which will
be invested. The Church
Wardens continue to keep busy
with various projects and the
Gardening Working Party were
incredibly successful in the
clearing of leaves. Thank you to
all those who gave up their time.
 The Social Committee have
arranged some wonderful
fundraising events including
most recently the Burns Night
supper. See page 6 for future
events. The PCC would like to

thank the members of the
Social Committee for all the
time they give to making these
events so enjoyable.
 The Hall committee
continues to manage the hall
effectively and despite the
economic downturn, bookings
remain constant. The vicar is
pleased to report that the
Norwegian Church will be hiring
the church every Monday PM.
 The Vicar has also been
considering the Bishop’s call to
Mission: ‘Faith, Hope, Love’. A
possible Away Day run by one of
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Christ Church
social events are
always something
to dance about

PCC NEWS

The latest from the
most recent meetings...

L

S
RNR
BUB
NS
NIGNUHIGTHT
L
SOCIA
URCH ENTS
ES
T CH
CHRIS ITEE PR
MM

inc
ent
plim
com

G
NCIN
H DA
TTIS
SCO

£20
for

e CH SOCIA
CO
CHUR
f laT m
ENTS
eCOMM
TASTING TASTING g thCHRIS
WHISKEY
ITEE PRES
WHISKEY
ightin
f lame for
ISL
GIS
Lighting the
HAG A HAGG
TO AODE TO
ODE
PIPER PIPER

the the Bishop’s facilitators is
planned for May/June in either
Woking or Ham and we hope for
a good turn out from the
congregation. Finally the Vicar
and the PCC would like to thank
those who contributed so
generously to the Winter Night
Shelter Appeal either in terms
of money or time. The Shelter
has proved a godsend in this
freezing weather to the
homeless in our area. Similarly
thanks to Brenda Clark for
organising the annual Faith
in Action boxes.
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To raise a
smile!

LETTERS

THINK
DEEPLY,
Speak
gently,
Love
much,
Laugh
often.
Work
hard,
Give
freely,
Pay
promptly,
Pray
earnestly,
And
be kind.

‘Yes, I was there too...’

...gathered by those of
us who enjoy visiting
churches around
the country.

In the last issue of Christ Church Parish News John Barrett asked
if any of the congregation had been stationed at RAF Kasfareet in
the Suez Canal zone. Here is Elizabeth Flemmings reply...
Yes, in answer to
your question John,
I, Elizabeth Fleming, nee
Gimlette, was stationed
in the R.A.F. Hospital at Fayid in the
Canal Zone for 2 years between
1948 and 1949.
After qualifying as a nurse at the
Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital,
I enrolled for a four year Short
Service Commission in the
Princess Mary’s R.A.F. Nursing
Service. I learnt to march, salute,
clean the brass buttons on my outdoor uniform at R.A.F. Ely,
Cambridgeshire, and I became a
flying Officer. I was then sent to a
Transit Camp at West Kirby,
Cheshire, and then to the R.A.F.
Hospital at Fayid in the Canal Zone.
It was great! We could see ships
and boats sailing down from Port
Said along the Suez Canal. On days
off we could go to the nearby town
of Ismailiya to look for souvenirs.
After 2 years I was posted to the
R.A.F. Hospital in British Aden,
Saudi Arabia, where I met my
husband-to-be who was there
doing his 2 year National Service.

A most welcome
‘WELCOME’

Joining a new church can have its challenges. Here, Abi Fekete
recounts her experiences as one of our newest members ...

S
Elizabeth lorem ipsum sed
fugit and above: John in
his Royal Air Force days.

We had a special visitor on the 16th December: a tiny robin who flew
into Christ Church and spent all day exploring the place until he was
enticed out by Brenda's bird-seed-in-the-porch rescue mission ...

A Tweet from a friend...

“Hello, everybody. Noel the Robin here. Just
thought I'd drop you a line to thank you for your
kind hospitality when I popped in before Christmas.
I heard the children singing at their Nativity Play
and couldn't resist. Got myself comfy on the back
altar and stayed to watch the tree being put up and
then the Korean service. Would have liked to have
stuck around for the Christmas festivities, but you
know how it is... places to go, people to see."

o, my quest started after having
children… I wanted to find a church
where my children were welcome…
actually welcome. More than that,
I wanted to find a church where I would feel
comfortable taking them (in all their
noisy, occasionally snotty and
unpredictable glory).
I had tried a few
churches with no luck,
when someone
suggested I should try
Christ Church. My first
Sunday there, my two
children, Hugo (four , a
very good boy most of the
time) Toby (two, scarily unpredictable) and I
were kindly shown the children’s play area
at the back of the church and the
(soundproof) Trumann room… if wanted.
Richard, the vicar, said kind words about
children being allowed to join in any way
they felt appropriate. I had heard these sorts
of things before, but did he really mean it?!
The first few weeks showed that he did…
and so did his lovely, welcoming
congregation. This was put fully to the test

when Toby decided to choose the moment
of the two minutes silence on remembrance
Sunday to vocalize just how sore his teeth
were to everyone in West Wimbledon.
Richard was lovely and warned me never to
apologise for my children again, he also
reassured me that no-one had complained
about the noise. This was the final
confirmation for me! I feel
fully accepted, toddlers and
all, into Christ Church.
Junior church is
informative and very friendly,
for example: it meant that
Remembrance Sunday was
explained fully to my
children, we had time to talk and think about
what it meant. It wasn’t just a hurried
explanation on the way to somewhere as it
would have been before. I get to go to
church, even listen to some of it, and my
boys start to learn about more than just
Peppa Pig and the alphabet. I feel relaxed
and elated when I go and both boys look
forward to it. Thank you for being so
welcoming, Christ Church. We look forward
to many years with you...

‘I had heard these
sorts of things
before... but did he
really mean it?’

For those of you
who have children
and don’t know it,
we have a nursery
downstairs.

POTLUCK SUP

PER

Sunday at 5pm
.
Prayer and
medication to
follow.

This evening
at 7pm there will
be a hymn singing
in the park across
from the church.
Bring a blanket and
come prepared to sin.
If you come across any
"bloopers" like this, that
you’d like to share with
us, send them to
brendafclark@
btinternet.com
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A fragrant life at Christ Church

letter f r o m the v i car

On a cold night in December...

O

Rev Richard Lane discovers the vital
work carried out by volunteers at the
Faith in Action Night Shelter in Merton

n a very cold December
night, I stirred myself
from my post 10pm
news torpor, grabbed
my sleeping bag and blearily
made my way to St Mary’s
Garden Hall for my first stint as a
volunteer at the Faith in Action
Night Shelter for homeless
people in Merton.
Now in its second year, the
Shelter has, in churches, church
halls, synagogue rooms and
mosque halls, provided 12 spaces
for men and women (though in
practice, nearly always men) who
otherwise would be on the street
or on an all-night bus ride.
By the time I got there most of
the guests were either in, or on
their way to, bed. It was calm,
quiet and orderly. The guests
politely wished me good night as

they made their way to a final
cigarette, cup of tea or loo visit.
By 11.30pm it was silent. In
theory, the night shift of three
volunteers is supposed to take it
in turns to stay awake. In
practice, one of my fellow
volunteers assured me that he
had loads of work to do and so to
the gentle tapping of computer
keys, I dozed through the night
disturbed only by my 52 year old
hips relationship with a hard
wooden floor and my own
snoring.
Almost as soon as I was up, the
breakfast shift arrived and I was
relieved of my duties. I didn’t feel
as though I’d done very much, but
I’d been there, and I suppose that
was the thing.
The Night Shelter has been a
tremendous success this year

with lots of local people filling in
rotas to cook, serve breakfasts,
dinners, blow up mattresses, roll
out sleeping bags and hand out
clean socks and toothpaste.
Christ Church people have
been very generous as usual and
as I rolled out mattresses on
another occasion at St Marks, it
was with pride, knowing that the
£420 worth of donation from
Christ Church had contributed
to the comfort, shelter and
hospitality for these men. Well
done everyone who has been
involved or contributed in any
way at all with this project. We

Above: FIA has two teams of cooks
and their food is renowned for
being tasty and nutritious.
Above left: FIA receive many
generous clothing donations so
that visitors can pick up clean
new clothes every Wednesday and

have done good and been Christ
to those we’ve served… however
little the thing that we did.
• Fund-raising is a constant
challenge for FIA. All donations
are used to ensure existing
services can be met and new ones
can be developed. Go to www.
mertonfaithinaction.org for
more details and how to donate

Twinkle, twinkle little stars... We had the best nativity in years, thanks to the

fabulous Junior Church. With Olivia opening the procession dressed as a robin and Harry Tasch
reciting the first verse off by heart, we knew we were onto a winner. The most wonderful thing
about it was how the children knew which verse was theirs and handed the microphone over to each
other – so well rehearsed! The Finale – now an institution – the Twelve Days of Christmas, with the
whole congregation joining in – very uplifting. How do we beat this in 2013?

Elaine Chester on her work as a florist and experiences as leader of the Christ Church floral team...

I

first walked into Christ
Church in 1984 when Kevin
and I were looking for a
Church in which to get
married. There was a wedding
already taking place – Olive
Clarke, the Verger then,
welcomed me in, and I
immediately knew this was the
right place. Vic Read married us
6 months later; and I have
belonged to the Christ Church
community since then, and been
part of the Flower Team since the
early 1990s.
I haven’t always been a florist.
In my former life I was a
Personal Assistant to the CEO of
an oil company, and when that
was taken over in 1989, my
severance package enabled me
to take a year out and re-train.
I’ve always had a creative flair,
so I chose Floristry. I went to the
Constance Spry School in
Windsor, where I was taught the
skill of floristry and the art of
flower arranging the
“traditional” way. After
achieving a Diploma there, I did
a course at the Jane Packer
School – a more contemporary
and commercial approach.
I went freelance straight off,
advertised widely in the local
area and won lots of

Elaine’s Christmas workshop: Left to right: (Back row) Marion Thomas, Marion Stewart, Celia Berwick.
Linda Coleman, Marion Crutchfield, Sue Rocksborough-Smith (Front row) Anne Matthews Margaret Metters,
Tish Mousell, Elaine Chester and Amanda Perkins

commissions and contracts.
With Vic Read’s support, I
started doing wedding flowers
at Christ Church.
I enjoy taking commissions,
speaking to clients, brides and
mothers, and recommending
flowers and styles to them. I buy
at market, where there is always
friendly banter with the
wholesalers – even at 5.00 am.
It can be nerve-wracking
working with fresh flowers –
making sure they’re fresh and
“perky” for a specific date –
hoping the weather isn’t too hot
or too cold so that the blooms
don’t “go over” too early or stay
“tight” for too long. Over the
years you learn which day to
buy certain flowers so that they
will look perfect on the day!
We are a small flower team at
Christ Church – Rosey Hickson,
Marion Crutchfield and myself,
with an additional pair of hands
in Phyllis Barrett. Up to now we

have been able to make sure
there are always altar and
memorial flowers every
Sunday. The Church pays for
flowers for the big festivals, with
the exception of Easter when
the congregation contribute
towards the cost of Lilies, which
are very expensive. For these
occasions I shop at the market
in Nine Elms, and more recently
I have ordered flowers from
Allium in Grand Drive.
Just before Christmas, as a
fun evening, I hold a Wreathmaking Workshop (although
this last year we decided to
make Christmas table
decorations). After my
demonstration everyone does
their own thing and gets stuck
in – not just to the flower
arranging, but also to the
mulled wine and nibbles. We all
had a very happy evening,
and you can see some of the
results in the photo above.

be part of our
floral team
For Easter, Harvest and
Christmas anyone is
welcome to come and help
decorate the Church. I
usually start with a little
“demo” to show how the
flowers should look
(hopefully). I think everyone
enjoys being involved in
these particular occasions,
but we would really
welcome some help at other
times – for an occasional
Sunday, or when none of the
team are around. Please,
please, please get intouch –
you wouldn’t have to be
skilled at the job, and we
would be very happy to
show you the ropes!
• Contact me at
elainewimbledon@yahoo.
co.uk or on 07890 089457
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THOUGHT
FOR THE DAY

I got up early one morning
And rushed right
into the day,
I had so much to accomplish,
That I didn’t have
time to pray
Problems just
tumbled about me,
And heavier came each task
“Why doesn’t God help me?”
I wondered
He answered
“You didn’t ask”.
I wanted to see
joy and beauty,
But the day toiled on,
grey and black
I wondered why
God didn’t show me
He said,
“But you didn’t ask”.
I tried to come
into God’s presence.
I used all my keys at the lock
God gently and
lovingly chided
“My child you didn’t knock!”
I woke up early this morning
And paused before
entering the day
I had so much to accomplish,
That I had to take time
TO PRAY.
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Ian Christie in a nutshell...
What brought you to
Christ Church?
I joined Christ Church with
my late wife Caroline in
1997, about a year before
we were married there.
We’d both been occasional
churchgoers elsewhere,
but had no firm allegiance.
We knew we wanted to
commit ourselves to
Christian faith and life, and
Christ Church was our
parish church – and where
Caroline was baptised .
What are your interests,
and work areas?
I’m an environmentalist:
I’ve worked on Green
issues and sustainable
development for many
years. I’ve worked in
business, local
government, Whitehall and
charities. Currently I’m a
researcher and lecturer at
the Centre for
Environmental Strategy at
the University of Surrey. My
interests outside work are
photography, country
walking, Germany, reading

and, most of all, being with
family and friends.
What special memories
do you have?
I have many happy
memories, especially of my
11 years with Caroline, and
of all the times we shared
with close friends and
family. Memorable
moments at Christ
Church? Our wedding; our
confirmation; her
thanksgiving service. I’ve
been glad to become more
involved in church life –
being on the PCC, taking
photos during the 150th
anniversary year of 2009.
I’m glad to have had a
significant role in
producing the Church of
England’s vision for
environmental action.
What are you
grateful for?
Above all I’m especially
grateful for the life I shared
with Caroline, and the love
of family and friends, and
now of my partner Lucy.
I’m very grateful too for all

the love and kindness of
friends at Christ Church,
especially after Caroline
died from breast cancer in
December 2006. That her
life was cut short was a
terrible blow and it took
several years to come to
any kind of terms with it.
What are you looking
forward to?
There are lots of plans and
hopes concerning loved
ones; I wish for more time
walking in the countryside
and visiting friends; there is
plenty of decorating and
gardening to do in 2013;
and I’m hoping I can stay
usefully employed for a
long while yet...
Is there anything you’d
like to see happen at
Christ Church?
I’d like to see us bring in
and inspire more young
people. And the plans for
the new church hall and
vicarage are exciting –
developments that could
bring us closer to the local
community.

Dates for your diary...

The Patronal Festival
Junior Church Activity Afternoon
Coronation Lunch
Charles Miller &
Fenton Gray Cabaret
A poetry night with Music
Quiz Night
Advent Fair
Elaine’s Christmas
Decoration workshop

3rd February
27th April, 2-5pm
2nd June
TBC
TBC
Autumn
1st December
W/C 16th December

Kung Fu Hamsters have a bowl!

Visiting our abbeys
and cathedrals
Brenda Clark shares her thoughts about
our nation's treasured places of worship...

R

ecently I went to Choral Evensong at
Westminster Abbey at 3pm on a Sunday
afternoon. Abbeys and cathedrals have always
been one of my special interests and I decided it
was time I visited one of the most famous cathedrals in the
world –not as a tourist but as a worshipper. It was lovely to
see so many people coming to the service – people of all
ages and nationalities – all fully participating in the
worship. One has time to look at the actual building and
be somewhat overwhelmed by its beauty and grandeur.
The recent series on television about the work and
duties of those at the cathedral: clergy, admin staff,
volunteers, and teachers and staff who run the Choir
School was fascinating. But where does the money come
from to ensure that such a revered place of worship is still
open to all to visit and use as a place of worship? Ninetenths of the income is given by tourists and they are
visited by approximately 1000 visitors per hour.
I recently had visitors from Australia staying with me,
who when visiting Winchester Cathedral, were surprised
to learn that they had to pay an entrance fee . They
refused and did not go in to the cathedral. (The same
would apply, of course, if they had gone to Westminster
Abbey or St. Paul’s Cathedral.) They were very disappointed
about this and we had some interesting talks about it.
From my many attendances over the years at cathedral
services, I feel that they possibly attract people who do
not want to get actively involved in church life, but feel a
call to worship. And of course, it is possible to go into any
of these places at any time to pray quietly alone. I would
be very interested to hear your views on these thoughts
and observations.

We had a fun outing with the youth group at our
particular favourite event - bowling. Mark Adams
is the champion, but of the KFHer’s, new joiner Harry
Naylor, not only looked the part, but was the part.
Flo managed to be the slowest bowler, closely followed
by Tish – is it really possible to throw a bowling ball
at 5 miles per hour? Quite a feat!
o u treach

A helping hand from Kings School

K

ings College School
have made us a very
kind offer to help with
both the garden and
indoor jobs as part of their
community outreach
programme. They have offered
us a team of eight pupils aged
15 -18, supervised by a
member of staff, from
September 2013
during term times on
Friday afternoons from 2
-3.15pm followed by a
cup of tea.
This is an
opportunity to
benefit both Christ
Church and Kings.
The aim is to have
four pupils working in the
garden and four on indoor jobs,
which could include admin,
repairs or IT. The pupils are keen
to learn new skills and are also
capable of using mechanical
equipment. To make this work
we are asking for...

• A volunteer to act as the
coordinator between Christ
Church and Kings.
• A rota of volunteers for one
to be present on Friday
afternoons as Christ Church’s
person on the ground (to
point to what jobs need doing,
direct them to the toilets and
provide tea and biscuits).
We already have
3 volunteers
and would like
3 more so the
frequency would be
roughly twice a term.
• Ideas of jobs for the
pupils that would help
Christ Church or you
would like help with.
We are assessing the feasibility
of this opportunity and will also
be talking to Kings over the next
few months, so if you can help
with any of these things please
contact Richard Lane on
020 8946 4491 or
ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk

8

9

The history of the Easter festival

WE HELP WITH

Colin Holloway on how our celebrations of Easter have developed over the
centuries and become what we know and love today...

A

lighting of the large Easter
candle and the chanting of
the Easter Proclamation,
the Exultet, spine-tingling
affirmations of faith written
by St Ambrose of Milan. There
follow readings from the Old
Testament, setting out the
story of salvation, which
lead to the Gloria, the
Alleluias and the Gospel
of the Resurrection.
The lights blaze out and the
bells should ring. In times past
the emphasis shifted from the
lectern to the font, for this was
the ideal time for new converts
to receive baptism. Today
baptismal vows are renewed
and the congregation may be
sprinkled with holy water from
the font.

Early days

Setting the date

This close association is the
cause of the millennia-old
problem of the date of Easter.

For many years, Simon RocksboroughSmith has been a lay reader at Christ
Church. But what is really involved?

via Relaxation and Stress Management courses, workshops and
talks using simple, practical and effective self-help techniques

sk children what is the
most important
Christian festival and
they will reply
“Christmas”. Not so, it is Easter.
The Christian faith is founded on
the resurrection of Jesus. God
has given Christians “a new birth
into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead”. Spiritually
resurrected with Christ, we have
a new life over which sin and
death can have no claim.
Without Easter Christmas would
signify little.

Although the festival has been
celebrated from the earliest
days of the Church, the term
“Easter” is pagan, derived from
the name of an Anglo-Saxon
goddess. Properly and
historically we should celebrate
“Pascha”, a Greek
transliteration of the Hebrew
“Passover”.
Resurrection Sunday is the
culmination of the events of
Holy Week, including the Last
Supper, which are closely tied
by symbolism and date to the
events recorded in Exodus 12
when the Passover lambs were
killed so that the Israelites
might be delivered from slavery
in Egypt to freedom in the
Promised Land.
John’s gospel poignantly
describes the crucifixion of
Christ,“our Passover lamb”,
taking place while the blood of
the sacrifices was poured out in
the Jerusalem Temple.

• Relaxation • Stress • Anxiety •
• Stress related health problems •

What is it like
being a lay reader?

New life
The lights blaze out and
the bells should ring...
He has risen indeed. Alleluia.
From the start Christians
insisted on a Sunday which
then had to be aligned with the
traditional Jewish dates. Such
was the bitter controversy that
the Council of Nicaea (325)
stipulated the date to be the
first Sunday after the full moon
following the vernal equinox.
The inexactitudes of ancient
astronomy were compounded
when the Eastern Church stuck
to the Julian calendar, while in
the Western Gregorian calendar
the date varies between 22
March and 25 April.
With 35 possible dates, in
1928 the UK Parliament set out

legislation fixing Easter to be
the Sunday between 9th and
15th April. This remains on the
statute book but cannot be
implemented without
agreement by the various
Churches.

At Christ Church

Over recent years at Christ
Church we have followed the
traditional liturgical observation
of Easter. Our Sunrise Service
recalls the women coming to
the tomb at dawn on the first
day of the week. The Vigil begins
in total darkness with the
blessing of the Easter fire, the

Other churches joyously
celebrate many variations of
worship; there is certainly a
place for the triumphant Easter
hymns. Some denominations
austerely deny any observation
of times and seasons, claiming
every Sunday to be a
resurrection day.
Perhaps Easter bunnies,
bonnets and an orgy of
chocolate do not add much to
our understanding, but the
wonder of new life in a budding
lily or a fresh egg has timeless
significance.
In the darkest days of Soviet
communism ancestral faith was
roused by the Easter Greeting:
“Christ is risen”. From throats
that had long not dared to
speak, the response rang out:
“He is risen indeed. Alleluia.”
We do well to treasure our
opportunities to join the voice
of centuries.

FORTHCOMING TALKS
7th March, 2pm, Donald Hope Library
7th May, 10.30am, Morden Library
Contact Hazel Bate
Tel: 07962 811 990 Email: hazelbate@rfli.co.uk

www.rfli.co.uk

The Friday Group
Lynda Coleman explains..

W

hen you look through
the weekly newssheet,
you may have seen a notice
that the Friday Group will be
meeting, and wondered
what the group is. Well, the
Friday Group was formed
nearly 30 years ago as an
ecumenical Lent Group,
and it is still going strong
with several founder
members still attending.
We meet fortnightly in
term-time, except in Lent
when it is every week. This
is a hangover from when
many of us had school-age
children and at the very
beginning we needed a
crèche for the little ones.
Now, many of our children
have small ones of their
own! We are privileged to
meet in the home of
Duncan and Mair

Rabagliati, which creates
a warm and friendly
atmosphere.
It is fundamentally a
Bible study group. A few
of us take it in turn to
“lead”, but it is really a
participatory group with
everyone encouraged to
have their say.
All shades of opinion are
welcome, and the
discussion is always lively.
There is a lot of shared
laughter. We meet at 10am,
and everyone is welcome. It
is not necessary to attend
every session-indeed few of
us can manage that. At
present we are studying the
Acts of the Apostles, but no
special knowledge is
required so why not come
and join us- we are always
glad of new blood.

I

put the “lay” in inverted
commas because for some
years now it has not been
part of the official title,
which is in full, “Licensed Reader
in the Diocese of Southwark”. But
unless you are talking to a priest
or someone else in the know, if
you tell a person you are a Reader
you invite an answer like “Yes, I
do a lot of reading too”. So I
usually tell people, that I’m a lay
reader, or even lay preacher,
which everyone seems to
understand.
So how does someone decide to
be a lay reader? I am not sure that
they do. Often it just seems to
evolve, from the various things
one already does in the church. In
my case, first Stan Tanner, one of
the wardens at the time, asked
me to be a sidesman, as it was
then called; then John Turner
persuaded me to do a Christian
Aid Week collection. I remember
I hummed and hahed and said
“It’s not my favourite job, to
which he replied “it’s not my
favourite job either” and that
was that!
Then I happened to mention
to Peter Sills, when he was
curate, that I had read the lesson
in church before, and so I found
myself on the readers’ list, then
chalice assistant, and so it went
on. I was amused to find, when I
eventually started Reader
training, that one or two people
at Christ Church thought I was a
lay reader already!
I think the emphasis should
be on the “lay” part, because a
Reader is expected to be first and
foremost a person carrying on
their job or other occupation as a

Christian, and not some kind of
ecclesiastical figure. I certainly
didn’t see it as my function to
keep proclaiming the Gospel in
Court, although I remember
one barrister who used to place
religious tracts in people’s
lockers in the robing-room at
the Old Bailey.
The thirty or so trainees in my
year were a really nice lot, from
all parts of the diocese. After
being licensed those of us in the
Kingston area arranged to meet
every three months or so at
somebody’s house for an evening
of talk with a prayer at the end.
I particularly enjoyed talking to
people who understood parish
life intimately, and sharing our
gossip and grumbles in a
confidential environment.
I learned that there was great
variety in what was expected
of a lay reader –some did
pastoral work but little
preaching. Others had vicars
who did not accept lay ministry
so were seldom asked to preach
and some felt they were asked to
do too much during
interregnums and sabbaticals.
The only problem I have
had over the years has been
that if I see a Christ Church
person and say, as you might do
to a friend, “I haven’t seen you
for a while”, they almost always
start explaining why they
haven’t been able to go to church
recently, because they look
on me as some kind of
church official!
• If you would like to know
more about this role within the
church, please come and talk to
Richard or myself.
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chr i st ch u rch f i nances

Christ Church Treasurer, Godfrey Banks explains...

M

ost of Christ Church’s
giving to charity is phased
through the year, with charities
supported on specific days or
periods. Members of the
congregation are invited to
suggest which charities should
be chosen and those selected
are supported for a minimum of
3 years. The latest 3 year period,
2010-2013, is coming to an end
soon. Some charities have been
supported for more than 3
years – it is up to us whether we
go on supporting these.
There are also collections,
such as at funerals, where the
family ask for other charities to

An Acolyte’s Eye View
By Meera Robins

be supported. The Traidcraft
stall sponsors a child in Africa
through its profits, and
occasionally gives one-off
donations to emergency
appeals. We give food, toys,
socks and soap through the
harvest festival, Toy Service and
Faith in Action collections. And
we can release income for
charitable causes from some of
our endowment funds.
And there is giving which
defies the analysis available to
money: the time and talents we
provide to our congregation
and further. With all of these,
we enrich our community.

Charity

2010

2011

2012

Patronal Festival
Church in Zimbabwe
(2010 – Merton Refugee Support)

716

890

495

Lent
Bishop’s Lent appeal

597

684

891

Easter Sunday
Church Missionary Sy

902

765

963

Junior Church Year end
Toybox
(2010 – Church Urban Fund)

318

342

435

Harvest
Pump Aid

672

647

426

Advent
Merton Faith in action Homelessness

206

741

607

Christingle
Childrens Society

239

246

280

Crib Service
Merton Home Start

540

728

627

Christmas Day
St Raphael’s and Kingston Churches
Action on Homelessness

1460

1641

1841

Has anyone seen the light?
Paul Brazier asks an important question...

When I was five years old,
most Sundays I went to church.
At the time they had adult acolytes,
not children. When I got up to
receive the bread and wine, I saw how
distinguished the candle-bearers
looked at the front of church. From that
age, what I most wanted to do, was to
serve the bread and wine, or be an
acolyte. Then I told myself not many
people’s wishes come true. I was lucky,
though. I got chosen to be an acolyte!
For me, being an acolyte means
making new friends. I met Flo who did
candle bearing with me and now we go
to KFH together. Being a candle
bearer, I have the privilege of holding
up the candle as the whole church
hears the Gospel. I also enjoy receiving
the bread (but not wine) first!
One downside is that I have to wake
up extra early to get to church! But
apart from that, being an acolyte has
taught me a lot about Christianity
and being true to your word.

‘‘

’’

S

everal years ago the government
banned old fashioned light bulbs in
an attempt to reign in the amount of
electricity being used and therefore
address the question of climate change,
global pollution, etc. Has it worked?
Well, a report by the Energy Saving Trust,
confirmed that energy used for lighting
and other essentials such as clean dry
clothes (tumble dryers) or food storage
(refrigeration) has been reduced.
Brilliant! So can we save the planet? No.
Carbon emissions from personal
consumer electronics are now the biggest
contributor to climate change. Energy used
for the phenomenal growth in
electronic toys and
gadgets has increased ,
rendering any
reductions null and
void:. Multiple smart
phones, tablet PCs, giant
plasma screen TVs, iPods,
TVs in every room all come
in for the blame. Even in the
bathroom there is guilt: high
power showers and electric
toothbrushes. Many of

these gadgets are left on standby because
the user simply can’t resist the temptation
to be connected day and night to the world
of online social networks (Twitter,
Facebook, Blogs, etc.)
There is a simple but unacknowledged
principle here: life essentials are not
important, entertaining ourselves is.
Indulgence takes the priority. But what
has this to do with Christians, with the
Church? The way forward lies in a simple
dictum: “Live simply so others might
simply live.” How much time and resources
do we spend on non-essentials, on toys
etc.? What witness does this give to
others? The Bible and
the Church tradition have
consistently shunned
the dangers of
materialism, the
corruption of the
person by too much
indulgence and
material goods: less has
always been more. Has this
been forgotten? Think on it
next time you “switch on.”
Just how green is your light?

The community garden
that keeps on giving...

Coming up...

Josie Spring, Research &Development Co-ordinator at the Royal Hospital
for Neuro-Disability on the invaluable work in the RHN garden

Amounts in round pounds and include gift aid

Charitable giving

T

he Royal Hospital for
Neuro-disability (RHN )
in West Hill, Putney, is a
national medical charity
that works to improve the lives
of adults affected by severe
neurological disability. One of
the conditions in which the RHN
specialises is Huntington’s
disease (HD); a degenerative,
hereditary condition which
affects physical ability,
behaviour and the capacity to
understand.
One day when I was in the
garden, I noticed a resident
from our HD unit following me
who eventually expressed an
interest in getting involved.
As a result, I developed a
gardening workstation and
provided lighter tools to make it
easier for patients to work.
After a short time, I found that
residents were planting, then
sweeping and watering the
plants in my absence.
To gain confidence, we began
with robust plants like

wallflowers and geraniums but
have now moved onto growing
our own vegetables. The
residents find harvesting
potatoes to be great fun due to
the damp, tactile compost,
often playing lucky dip for the
best spuds.
The vegetables and flowers
are often used for a wide range
of activities including crafts,
ceramics and cooking. For
example, bulbs were planted for
Christmas gifts, we made wall
hangings reflecting the
residents’ interests such as,
‘Herbs from the Bible’ and
‘Roman gardening’ and a
calendar using garden pictures.
Last year, some of our
patients were invited to
compete in the Royal
Horticultural Society’s (RHS)
Community Gardening
Scheme and the garden was
judged to be outstanding, and
helped the Hospital to win
the London Hospital Gardens
Gold Award too.

• Thank you to members of
the congregation who work
as volunteers and help with
fundraising, especially
hosting concerts with the
King’s College singers from
Cambridge.
• The garden group at
Christ Church should
consider participating in
the‘Its Your Neighbourhood’
gardening competition run
by the RHS. The scheme
recognises the use of
gardening to improve
communities. The theme
for 2013 is Edible Britain
and registered groups can
apply for a seed pack
containing a selection of 15
different edibles seeds.
Deadline: 20th March.
• www.rhs.org.uk/
Gardening/Communitygardening/It-s-YourNeighbourhood/New-to-itsyour-neighbourhood

Songs from the
iona community: a
Singing workshop
with John Bell
Trinity URC,
Wimbledon are please
to welcome the Revd
Dr John Bell, Iona
hymn writer, on
Tuesday 5 March at
7.30pm. John’s singing
workshops are world
famous. Please contact
Catherine Paul on
catherine.f.paul@
btinternet.com to
book. There will be a
retiring collection for
the Iona Community.

Thank you..
We hope you’ve enjoyed
this issue and thank all of
you who have
contributed. We’d love to
hear your thoughts and
would welcome any
feature ideas, memories
and photographs you
have. We already have
some exciting ideas for
the next issue. Email the
Editor Brenda on
brendafclark@
btinternet.com or Art
Editor Naomi on naomi.
lowe@blueyonder.co.uk
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February & March 2013 Diary
 Sunday 3rd February
2nd Sunday before Lent
PATRONAL FESTIVAL
8am
Holy Communion
10am	Celebrate Together
followed by Patronal
Festival Celebration
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Monday 4th February
8am
Morning Prayer
Tuesday 5th February
8am
Morning Prayer
11am
Holy Communion
8pm
Book Club
Wednesday 6th February
8am
Morning Prayer
8pm	CTWW, St Saviour’s
Thursday 7th February
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall
Friday 8th February
7.30pm Choir Practice
 Sunday 10th February
Sunday next before Lent
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
11.30am	Family Service with
Baptism
6.30pm	Contemporary Evening
Prayer
Monday 11th February
8am
Morning Prayer
Tuesday 12th February
SHROVE TUESDAY
8am
Morning Prayer
3pm
Pancake Party, Hall
8pm	Charities Meeting,
Vicarage
Wednesday 13th February
ASH WEDNESDAY
8am
Morning Prayer
8pm
Communion Service
Thursday 14th February
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall
Friday 15th February
7.30pm Choir Practice

 Sunday 17th February
1st Sunday of Lent
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
11.30am Family Service
6.30pm	Contemporary Evening
Prayer
Monday 18th February
8am
Morning Prayer
Tuesday 19th February
8am		 Morning Prayer
Wednesday 20th February
8am
Morning Prayer
8pm	Lent Group, Truman Rm
Thursday 21st February
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall
Friday 22nd February
7.30pm Choir Practice
 Sunday 24th February
2nd Sunday of Lent
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Monday 25th February
8am
Morning Prayer
7.30pm	Standing Committee
Meeting, Vicarage
Tuesday 26th February
8am
Morning Prayer
8pm	Deanery Synod
Standing Committee
Meeting, Vicarage
Wednesday 27th February
8am
Morning Prayer
8pm	Lent Group, Truman Rm
Thursday 28th February
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall
Friday 1st March
7.30pm Choir Practice
 Sunday 3rd March
3rd Sunday of Lent
8am
Holy Communion
10am	Celebrate Together
followed by Young

Adults Group
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Monday 4th March
8am
Morning Prayer
8pm	Parish Finance
Committee Meeting
Tuesday 5th March
8am
Morning Prayer
11am
Holy Communion
8pm
Book Club
Wednesday 6th March
8am
Morning Prayer
8pm	Lent Group, Truman Rm
Thursday 7th March
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall
Friday 8th March
7.30pm Choir Practice
 Sunday 10th March
4th Sunday of Lent
MOTHERING SUNDAY
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Celebrate Together
11.30am	Family Service with
Baptism
6.30pm	Contemporary Evening
Prayer
Monday 11th March
8am
Morning Prayer
Tuesday 12th March
8am
Morning Prayer
Wednesday 13th March
8am
Morning Prayer
8pm	Lent Group, Truman Rm
Thursday 14th March
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall
Friday 15th March
7.30pm Choir Practice
 Sunday 17th March
5th Sunday of Lent
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
11.30am Family Service
6.30pm	Contemporary Evening
Prayer

Monday 18th March
8am
Morning Prayer
Tuesday 19th March
8am
Morning Prayer
Wednesday 20th March
8am
Morning Prayer
8pm	Lent Group, Truman Rm
Thursday 21st March
8am
Morning Prayer
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall
Friday 22nd March
7.30pm Choir Practice
 Sunday 24th March
PALM SUNDAY
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
11.30am	PCC Meeting
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Monday 25th March
8am
Morning Prayer
7.30pm Prayer and meditation
Tuesday 26th March
8am
Morning Prayer
7.30pm Prayer and meditation
Wednesday 27th March
8am
Morning Prayer
7.30pm Prayer and meditation
Thursday 28th March		
MAUNDY THURSDAY
8am
Morning Prayer
3pm
Pastoral Tea, Hall
8-11pm	Holy Communion of the
Last Supper, Stripping
of church and Watch of
Prayer
Friday 29th March
GOOD FRIDAY		
9am
Morning Prayer
10.30am Children’s Service
12pm	Prayer at the foot of the
cross
2pm
The Last Hour
 Sunday 31st March
EASTER DAY	
6.15am Vigil & Dawn Service
10am
Celebrate Together
6.30pm BCP Evensong

