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Christ Church, Copse Hill, West Wimbledon, SW20 0HG

Welcome
to the first
anniversary
edition
of the
magazine. I have really
enjoyed this completely
new experience as
editor. It has been so
good talking to people
at all services and
“persuading” them to
write an article! The
number and quality
of contributions has
been amazing. A special
thank-you must go to
Naomi – our art editor.
It is a pleasure to work
with her. Remember,
we want to hear from
you... comments and
feedback from previous
articles, your family
news, special events and
activities. Just email
me at brendafclark@
btinternet.com or leave
a note at the cross-aisle.
Many thanks...

Brenda

How to get in touch

Vicar: The Revd Richard Lane,
16 Copse Hill, SW20 OHG.
020 8946 4491
westwimbledon@btinternet.
com
Parish Office opening hours:
10am - 12 noon,
Tuesday to Friday.
ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.christchurchwestwimbledon.org.
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The winning
trophy is hotly
contested

Victory for the
White Stripes!
A close run match, but Team 200 Bus are pipped
to the post at Christ Church’s Quiz Night...

O

nce again a
highlight of autumn
at Christ Church
was the Quiz Night,
keenly contested by a hall
full of teams.
The quiz masters – Tish
Mousell and Martin Evans –
posed a series of questions
that would give University
Challenge contestants pause
for thought! Topics ranged
from geography to sport,
from 1960s pop songs to
a very tricky collection of
mostly obscure theme tunes
from the movies.
The hardest part of the night
was the fiendish set of
questions called ‘Dingbats’,
which defeated most of us –

the winner of a special prize for
answering them was a team
known as The 200 Bus. This
was a pretty formidable outfit,
but they were pipped for
overall first place by the White
Stripes, a team taking their
name from Jenny Tomlinson’s
stripey top, and who came
from behind in the final stages.
It was an exciting contest,
expertly run by Tish and
Martin and with great support
from Celia and her catering
team in the kitchen. Everyone
involved in the organisation of
the evening got a welldeserved round of applause.
A great night out for the
Christ Church congregation
and friends of all ages.

Watch out Paxo! Quiz masters,
Martin and Tish

No joke! Richard’s card doubles
the points

Jenny’s top lends its name to the
winning team
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WHO’S WHO

The Parish Office

Sara Taylor-Coolahan writes about life in and out of the parish office

The building development project
Reverend
Richard Lane
gives a
progress report on the
proposed new build at
Christ Church.

A

s most of you will know,
the biggest item on the
agenda for us all at
Christ Church at the
moment is the proposed
Building Development Project.
On Monday September 23rd,
the PCC met to decide whether
or not this was something we
wish to proceed with. The PCC
had been given a presentation
of the plans by the architect and
had had discussions with the
Diocesan Surveyor at a special
meeting in May but, for a variety
of reasons, the subsequent
meeting to decide whether to
go ahead had been delayed.
After having received
valuations of the land to be sold
to the diocese and a report from
a firm of lawyers reassuring
PCC members that everything
they had done to date and
everything proposed in the
scheme was in order and

accorded with charity law, the
PCC were armed with the
necessary sheaves of reports
with which to make an informed
decision. After a constructive
discussion, the PCC voted by 15
votes to 1 in favour of proceeding.
The next step was to present
the plans to the congregation
and on Thursday September
26th and Sunday September
29th our architect and
garden design consultant
gave a very full presentation
after which there was time for
members of the congregation
to ask any questions or make
any points they wished. The
plans were displayed in

church for all to see.
Members of the congregation
now (I write on October 1st)
have two weeks (until October
13th) to send in their responses
to the proposals.
I have been enormously
encouraged by the spirit in
which this process has been
undertaken. I know that we will
not all feel the same about
these proposals. You know that
I am a passionate advocate of
them and believe God to be
calling us to live out our
vocation as his people in this
place by using this opportunity
to further the work of the gospel
with these new tools. But I know

that I might be wrong. I know
that those expressing
reservations or opposition may
be wrong which is why, now, all I
am doing on the Building
Development front is praying.
Praying by listening for God and
asking that God’s will be done
and that we might faithfully see
and follow the path along which
God is calling us. In the days and
weeks ahead I ask you to pray
for me, for members of the PCC
and for Diocesan officers that
we might hear and respond
appropriately to Gods call and
so might better contribute to
the building of Gods Kingdom
at Christ Church.
congregation’s response

59
26
19
9

for Option 1 (whole
hearted support)
for Option 2
(trusting the vicar
and PCC and in support)
for Option 3
(uncertainties with
overall support)
for Option 4 (significant
reservations but
willing to accept the decision
of PCC and congregation)
for Option 5
(opposed)
for Option 6 (prefer not
to say, don’t know)

8
2

I came across a vacancy for
Parish Administrator
whist working as Learning
Support Assistant at Hollymount
School, about 8 years ago. Time
has flown by! The flexibility fits in
with one my other roles as a
foster-carer, and the demands
which that brings.
Richard has been a blessing allowing me to
adjust the hours I work to attend meetings,
training sessions and appointments for the
young people in my care and on occasion
bring them to work when they are out of
school. Over the past 15 years, our own
children, now 21 and 24, have shared their
home and family life with 80+ different
placements – some for short stays of a few
nights, others lasting several years.
During my time at Christ Church, one of
the attractions has been the stress-free
atmosphere in the office, especially when our
home life has been in turmoil supporting

what can sometimes be
challenging placements. There
is always the knowledge that
when I’m in work I have the
space to switch off.
As Administrator my duties
include putting together
information for PCC meetings; the
weekly news notice sheet ;
preparing readings, and printing copies for
each Sunday. When there are banns to be
called, weddings or baptisms, I write the
registers and certificates. I know many of the
congregation by name, or, by duty.
Unfortunately too few by face - as I do not
attend services at the church. The office is
normally open between Tuesday to Friday
from 10am to 12 noon. It’s always nice when
someone stops by in the office if they want
any photocopying, typing, or odd jobs done.
I just ask that you call or e-mail to confirm
I am in the office, so you don’t have a
wasted journey.

To raise a smile!
...gathered by those of
us who enjoy visiting
churches around
the country.

The church will host
an evening of fine
dining, super
entertainment and
gracious hostility.

Sara’s husband passed away suddenly, after Sara had written her article for the magazine.
Our prayers and thoughts are with her and the family.

Faith In Action drop-in centre
Brenda Clark on this much needed local resourse...

T

his centre is open on Wednesdays and
Fridays at the Salvation Army Hall in
Wimbledon. It was set up to provided
much needed support for homeless
people in the area by providing them with
shelter, food, clothes, showers, laundry and
advice to help them move out of their current
situation in to housing and work.
Volunteers are available to help with medical
advice, dentistry and also training in IT skills.
The centre is organised and managed by the
local authority and all the churches in the area
with two paid staff as managers. During the
winter months the average attendance is
60-70 people per session- peaking at 85 last
November. The staff and volunteers manage
these numbers extremely well , using their
kindness and expertise to give encouragement
and hope.

Eight new cho
ir robes are
cur rently need
ed due to the
addition of sev
eral members
,
and to the dete
rioration of
some older on
es.
All gifts of toiletries, clothes (new and
secondhand), are most gratefully received by
all users at the centre. If you have any you are
getting rid of, please leave them at the back
of church in a bag labelled FIA and they will
be taken to the centre. Thank you for all your
past and future support.
www.mertonfaithinaction.org

If you come across any
"bloopers" like this, that
you’d like to share with
us, send them to
brendafclark@
btinternet.com
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My Satnav
I have a little satnav,
it sits there in the car.
A satnav is a driver’s friend,
it tells you where you are.
I have a little satnav,
I’ve had it all my life.
It’s better than the normal ones,
my satnav is MY WIFE.
It gives me full instructions,
especially how to drive.
“It’s thirty miles an hour” it says,
“You’re doing thirty-five”.
It tells me when to stop and start,
and when to use the brake,
and tells me that it’s
never ever safe to overtake.
It tells me when a light is red
and when it turns green.
It seems to know instinctively
just when to intervene.
It lists the vehicles just in front,
and all those to the rear,
and taking this into account,
it specifies my gear.
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Never argue with a child!

A–Z OF THE
church

A

little girl was talking to her teacher about whales. The
teacher said it was physically impossible for a whale to
swallow a human because even though it was a very large
mammal its throat was very small.
The little girl stated that Jonah was
swallowed by a whale. Irritated, the
teacher reiterated that a whale could not
swallow a human; it was physically
impossible. The little girl said “When I
get to heaven I will ask Jonah”. The
teacher asked, What if Jonah went to hell?”
The little girl replied,”Then you ask him”.
The choir raise a glass to Tom
(centre) and his new career.

The Christ Church Playlist

A tuneful history...

THIS ISSUE: reverend RICHARD LANE
Inspired by Richard’s choice of Spem in Alium by Thomas Tallis (a forty part
motet) for his sermon on October 27th – to help demonstrate how different voices
can come together in harmony – here are his five favourite tracks (as of November 2nd).

Member of Christ Church’s choir, Jim Finch (fourth from the left)
on the tradition of singing in church and the future of our choir

He says“These are a bit arbitrary and erring on the ‘pop’ side as that’s just how I’m
feeling this morning. On another morning it’d be five quite different pieces...”
• Foggy Mountain Breakdown by Earl Scruggs An expression of the illuminated lives of the
poor in the mountains of Appalachia. Don’t know why I’m attracted to all that, but I am...
• Siegfeid’s Death and Funeral March from Gotterdammerung by Wagner
Music to bring you close to the greatness of God
WE’D LOVE
UR
• Seventeen by Janis Ian The beautiful agony of being young.
TO HEAR YO KS...
E TRAC
FAVOURIT us at
• Oh! You Pretty Things by David Bowie Pure pop joy!
Write to
rk@
• Janie Jones by The Clash Enough raw energy to fuel thousands of homes.
brendafcla

T

om
btinternet.c

The Lord moves in mysterious ways...
A camper tows a mobule chapel on the autbahn near Engen, in southern Germany

I’m sure no other driver
has so helpful a device,
for when we leave and lock the car,
it still gives me advice.

Ah well, you see, it cleans the house,
makes sure I’m properly fed.
It washes all my shirts and things,
and keeps me warm in bed.
Despite all these advantages
and my tendency to scoff,
I do wish that once in a while
I could turn the darned thing off!

With thanks to The Sunday Telegraph

It fills me up with counselling,
each journey’s pretty fraught.
So why don’t I exchange it
and get a quieter sort?

he choir at Christ
Church is an eclectic
mix but we all share
the enjoyment of
singing the varied repertoire
of church music . This ranges
from 16th Century – Thomas
Tallis , Orlando Gibbons ;
17th Century – Henry Purcell ,
through to the great
composers of the 18th –
Schubert, J S Bach ,
Mozart and to more modern
composers – Walford
Davies, Vaughan Williams
and John Rutter etc
The first choirs were
appointed by David (For
example, see the reference to
“The Temple Musicians “ in 1
Chronicles 6.31 ). It is clear that
it was then important enough
to have a large number of
people devoted to choral
singing on a full time basis.
But the church choir was not
always a welcome presence.
Following the Reformation,
there was an argument against
having a church choir, largely
because it was felt that it
intruded on the congregation’s
participation in the
Divine Service .

Singing in a parish choir has
been part of a great tradition.
The apex of religious choral
singing is to be found in our
cathedral choirs – many of
which now have girls’ and boys’
voices.

‘The value of a
choir is its’ ability
to lead the
congregation in
the enhancement
of worship
through music.’
Church music has never
been, and arguably should not,
remain static. Learning a new
musical setting for the
Eucharist or a new hymn tune
can be challenging for the
congregation but I suggest this
should be welcomed. The
value of a choir is its’ ability to
lead the congregation in the
enhancement of worship
through music.
Our organist and director of
music Tom Theakston has

recently left us and moved on
to new challenges. Tom is
clearly a very talented
musician and we will miss him .
We wish Tom well as he
pursues his musical career .
Under Tom’s tuition, the
standard of choral singing has
benefited steadily, and this has
been appreciated, judging
from the comments coming
from the congregation
Sunday by Sunday .
At Christ Church the choir
practice is on a Friday evening
rehearsing the music for the
following Sunday. The choir is
generally present on alternate
Sundays at the 10 o’clock
Service. New members are
always welcome .Most of the
music (but not exclusively ) is
harmonised for four voicessoprano, alto, tenor and bass..
No audition for the choir is
required- just an ability to
sing and bags of enthusiasm.
An ability to follow a vocal
score is a plus .
As in most amateur
choirs we particularly need
more male voices in the
choir at Christ Church,
especially tenors!

C

for candles...

Candles were first
placed on church
altars at the end of
the 12th century.
They were chosen
to represent
the-light of life;
shining in the
darkness to bring
hope; alertness
and readiness, and
the fragility of life.
The Paschal
candle is a tall,
thick candle lit on
Easter Day- a
symbol of the
Resurrection of
Jesus- the Light of
the World. In many
churches today,
the candles are lit
on Easter Day from
the Paschal Candle
and passed
throughout the
congregation,
representing the
spread of the light
of Christ. The
flame is also used
to light a candle for
a newly baptised
person.
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John Barrett

in a nutshell...

BAPTISMS
JULY 14th
Tobias Joachim
WOLGAST JENSEN
Katrina Joy
WOLGAST JENSEN
Rebecca Alice FRANK
Lucy Claire FRANK
SEPTEMBER 8th
Charlie Hector SLATTER
SEPTEMBER 22nd
Mia Daisy LACEY
OCTOBER 13th
Benjamin Dawson BABAR
Amy Ann HULME
Benedict Harrison RYAN

We welcome you all into the
family at Christ Church.

Did you know we send
‘Anniversary of baptism’
cards for each child/person
who has been baptised at
Christ Church? We send
them on the anniversary of
their baptism for five years
after that date.

What brought you to
Christ Church?
My wife, Phyllis and I
came to Christ Church
when I stopped
working full time in
1993. I still remember
the day I went to see
the priest in charge, Vic
Reid, and said “I would
like to be baptised and
confirmed please (at
the age of 60 years!)”.
Vic looked at me and
said “Is this your
insurance policy to
make sure you go up
there” – pointing up to
the sky!!
What are your hobbies
and work areas?
As a retired City of London
Guide I remain very
interested in the history of
London . There is one walk
I shall always remember! I
met a group of mainly
ladies, outside Regent’s
Park station, and just as
we were leaving a man
came up to us and took off
all his clothes! I thought
“What shall I do?”
I rang the police and the
first question I was asked
was “What postal district
are you in?” I had no idea!
Anyway, a police car
arrived a few minutes later
and took the man away
and left his clothes on the
pavement!
As far as work areas are
concerned, I find retired
accountants are often
asked to be the treasurers
for local organisations. I’m
treasurer for Christ
Church Hall, and in
addition I’m treasurer for

two other local societies.
What special memories
do you have?
For my final five years
employed by accountants,
PriceWaterhouse, I was its
first archivist since it was
founded in 1849. Amongst
the treasures I found (on a
farm in Surrey) were
Edwin Waterhouse’s
private and business
memoirs (1811 - 1917)
written in eleven leatherbound books. Extracts of
the memoirs were
published in 1988.
I also have pleasant
memories of helping to set
up the Wimbledon
National Trust Association.
Do you have something
you’re especially grateful
for?
I am grateful to Phyllis for
marrying me, and it only
cost me 10 shillings to
meet her! It all happened
just before Christmas
1956. We met at a dance, in
Holborn, arranged for the
staff of a large company

although neither
Phyllis nor I worked
for that company.
Phyllis was taken by
a friend, and the
man I was with had a
brother who was an
employee. My friend
said to me “come
along and see if you
can get in”.
I spoke to the
doorkeeper, gave
him ten shillings and
in I went! The first
dance I had was a
Paul Jones, and
when the music stopped
opposite me was an
attractive young lady in a
blue dress and long white
gloves. The rest is history.
What are your future
plans?
To carry out more research
into my ancestors, and
also attend events
arranged by Wimbledon
National Trust and other
organisations of which I
am a member.
What would you like to
see happen at Christ
Church in the future?
Work to commence on
the new vicarage and
Church Hall.
What difference does
being a Christian make
to your life?
A difficult question - all I
would say is I just enjoy
going to a service at Christ
Church where everyone is
so friendly. In addition,
should you have a problem
it helps to sit quietly in a
pew and think things out.

THE BABY

Kung Fu Hamsters
climb the walls

by George Macdonald
Where did you come from, baby dear?
Out of the everywhere into the here.
Where did you get those eyes so blue?
Out of the sky as I came through.
What makes the light in them
sparkle and spin?
Some of the starry spikes left in.
Where did you get that little tear?
I found it waiting when I got here.
What makes your forehead
so smooth and high?
A soft hand strok’d it as I went by.
What makes your cheek
like a warm white rose?
I saw something better
than any one knows.

On a Friday evening in
April, KFH met at the
White Spider in Tolworth,
to go rock climbing. I was
really looking forward to it.
There were so many walls to
climb and we all agreed that
it was even more fun than
we imagined! Tish also
looked like she was having
fun, as she was sitting
watching us in the coffee
shop! Another great KFH
evening and we are looking
forward to the next one.
Harry Naylor.

Whence that three-corner’d
smile of bliss?
Three angels gave me at once a kiss.
Where did you get this pearly ear?
God spoke, and it came out to hear.
Where did you get
those arms and hands?
Love made itself into bonds and bands.
Feet, whence did you come,
you darling things?
From the same box
as the cherubs’ wings.
How did they all just come to be you?
God thought about me, and so I grew.
But how did you come to us, you dear?
God thought about you,
and so I am here
My mother often read this as a bed-time
story to my younger sister, Sue, and to me;
Sue being the one with ‘eyes so blue’.
Elizabeth Fleming

T

Harry, centre, and the Kung Fu Hamsters reach a high point in their social calendar

he Wimbledon Society was founded in 1903, and is a Civic Society
and registered charity which has the overall objective of
enhancing the quality of life and protecting the amenities
of Wimbledon for present and future generations. The main
activities are maintaining a museum of local history; monitoring all
significant planning developments; organising an active programme of
lectures, excursions, discussions and special events; communicating with
members through a quarterly newsletter and managing
an informative website. The Museum is open Saturdays
and Sundays from 2.30-5p.m. wimbledonsociety.org.uk
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A tour around the Buddhism in Wimbledon...

S

ome precepts of Buddhism
are... not to kill; not to steal;
no improper speech or
swearing; no intoxicating drinks
or drugs; no improper sexual
conduct. Sound a bit familiar?
They are what we learnt when
Richard led the Theology Group
to the Buddhapadipa Temple in
Calonne Rd, Wimbledon.
Our guide, Colin, took us
through the principal ethics
embodied in Buddhist
observances and worship. The
emphasis of their faith is on
right conduct, compassion,
reciprocity and treating all living
things with respect. Self-control
is paramount, and Buddhists
grade the levels of self-mastery

as they are steered by four
Noble Truths.
The first states that life is
suffering, and death inevitable;
the second, that suffering is
caused by craving; and the third,
that suffering can be overcome
by releasing ourselves from
useless appetites. The fourth,
sets out an eight-fold path to
Enlightenment and Wisdom,
which includes the precepts we
started with. Nirvana is the state
where we can be happy and free,
with time and energy for others.
Strongly echoing our own
faith is the teaching that wealth
does not guarantee happiness.
It is as impermanent as the
clouds which pass across the

sky and a flame along a log.
Buddhists do not believe in
any God but they do accept that
you can be a follower of other
religions which do believe in a
God. In fact, there is a BuddhistChristian formulation. We felt
that our belief in God was
essential, but Richard pointed
out that recent theological
thinking had modified this
perception; God was not
pictured as the architect of the
Universe and the ‘Big Thing Out
There’, but rather ‘the essence
of Goodness’ and would be
found in us and in our dealings
with those around us.
While Christians believe in
re-incarnation, Buddhists

believe in the less familiar
successive stages of
re-incarnation which eventually
become complete annihilation.
A member of the group felt
there was much to be learnt
from the practice of meditation.
Buddhist funerals concentrate
on those left behind rather than
the deceased. Could we learn
from this? The similarities in our
faiths point to a common
humanity as we struggle to fight
our destructive impulses, live
better with our neighbours, and
ponder the meaning of our
existence and ultimate fate.
Stewart Sanson
(with thanks to John Wilson
and Chris Montagnon).

Books we’ve read
lately include...
The Boy with a
Top Knot by
Sathinam
Sanghera
a true story of
a Punjabi boy growing up in
Wolverhampton (funny and
touching)

Our Church Book Group
Christ
Church’s book
club welcomes
readers of all ilks says
Wendy Hamilton...

T

he comment most
frequently heard
following a book
group meeting is...
“I really enjoyed that book
and I’d never have read it if it

hadn’t been for the book
group!” We read a great
variety of books, mostly
ones recommended by
The Church Times which
are NOT predominantly
religious ones – only now
and again – so we are not
the well informed holy ones
but a group that enjoys an
interesting and relaxed
discussion over a whole
range of subjects.
At present we are a core

group of about 12 but we come
and go according to interest
and convenience.
We meet in one or other
member’s homes at 8pm
in the evening and finish our
discussions with tea/coffee.
Dates and venues for meetings
are available at the cross aisle
or from Colin Holloway who
is our much appreciated
co-ordinator. Please come
and join us. we really welcome
new members.

Oblamov by Ivan
Goncharov
A Russian classic
about a man who
likes his bed too
much (most enjoyed by those
who read the abridged version
as it does go on a bit)
Death comes to
Pemberley
by P.D. James
A sequel to Pride
and Prejudice (and
a bit of a thriller!)
The Old Wives
Tale by Arnold
Bennett
(thoroughly
enjoyed by all of us)

And many more...

Here come the judges

P

Christopher Day is a regular member of the
congregation at Evening Prayer

hilip Pullman hardly
qualifies as a
theologian, but his
recommendation that
children be immersed in the
stories of the Bible is valid.
I was fortunate in going to a
prep school where we were
drenched in Old Testament
stories, rather than the lumps
of Isaiah that seem to fascinate
compilers of the present
lectionary. The New Testament
is full of Good News, but, for
characters, go to Joshua,
Judges, and the various books
of Kings in the Old Testament,
though some of the stories are
not especially fit for children.
Particularly good fun is the
Book of Judges.
Despite Joshua’s victories, it
seems clear that initially the
tribes of Israel lived side by side
with indigenous peoples with
names ending in ITES. All too
often they intermarried with
these peoples and became too
interested in their Boalim,
“Therefore the anger of the
Lord was hot against Israel” and
Israel suffered at the hands of a
local nation, for instance the
Moabites ( Judges 3.13.) Moses
had arranged that judges
should be rulers of thousands,
hundreds, fifties and tens
(Exodus 18.26) and one of
these would lead opposition to
the oppressors. After his
heroics, he might then “judge
all Israel”. Sooner or later “the
children of Israel again did evil
in the sight of the Lord” and the
process was repeated. There
were many heroes of the faith,
but especially memorable were
Ehud, Deborah and Barak,
Gideon, Jephthah and Samson.
The stories are not always
edifying. Details of how Ehud
murdered his opponent and

A–Z OF THE
church

D
for diocese...

‘The New Testament is full of
Good News, but, for characters, go to
Joshua, Judges, and the books of Kings ’
what Joel, wife of Heber the
Kenite did with the nail of a tent,
are not for the faint-hearted,
and Samson’s treatment of
lions and foxes would not
please the Animal Rights lobby.
The story of Samson is also of
one born to elderly parents and
especially dedicated, like Isaac,
Samuel and John the Baptist.
Gideon’s son Abimelech
tried to make himself king. This
foreshadows Samuel’s warning
that Israel should do without
such things. Gideon is a hero of
special interest. First, like Jacob
and later Saul and David, he
was not expected, and did not
expect to be a hero. Secondly,
he needs constant
reassurance, but then goes
ahead, showing becoming
modesty,” I will not rule over

you, neither shall my son rule
over you: the Lord shall rule
over you” (Judges 8.23)
The Song of Deborah
(Judges 5) is one of the great
pieces of literature.“Praise ye
the Lord for the avenging of
Israel, when the people willingly
offered themselves: the earth
trembled. The heavens
dropped, the clouds also
dropped water” She
commends the tribes that
rallied to the cause and berates
Reuben, Gilead and Dan, who
were conspicuous by their
absence,“Why abodest thou
among the sheepfolds to hear
the bleatings of the flocks?”
Perhaps we should not pray,
as Deborah did- “That all thine
enemies perish”- but, the
stories are marvellous.

The term
“Diocese” is taken
from the Greek
word meaning
“administration”.
With the adoption
of Christianity as
the official religion
of the Roman
Empire in the 4th
century, clergy
assumed positions
of authority
alongside the civil
governors, and a
formal church
hierarchy was set
up. Modern use of
“Diocese” refers to
the sphere of a
Bishop’s
jurisdiction. There
are currently 44
dioceses in the
church of England
which are divided
into two provincesthe Province of
Canterbury(30
parishes) and the
Province of York(14
parishes). The
Archbishops of
Canterbury and
York have
responsibility for
the pastoral care
of their bishops,
along with other
rights and duties.
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View from the Shard

F

On retirement...
Lord, teach me to slow my pace,
to leave behind the frantic bustle,
help me to unwind.
Past history now,
the need to toil and strive,
but grant Lord,
that I do not lose the drive
for self-improvement.
Help me to find some
useful way to exercise my mind.
Give me some heights to scale,
new skills to share,
new friends to make,
fresh causes for concern.
Grant that I may enjoy
the sweet delights of
grandchildren
without the sleepless nights.
Help me to help where needed,
otherwise let me resist the
temptation to advise.
Teach me to find the time,
Lord, to be still,
but let me not have
too much time to kill,
and if old age and I
come face to face,
help me to greet it kindly
with good grace.
Amen.

Dates for your diary...

Brenda Clark scales
the heights for the best
view in town...

or my birthday this year, my son
bought me a ticket to go up to the top
of the Shard. It was a great idea as I will
happily spend any spare time I have in
London, and I agree with Dr. Johnson...“A man
who tires of London tires of life”.
I have heard very mixed views about the
modern buildings in London and from the
Shard of course, one has close-up views of the
“Gherkin” and “Cheesegrater” and other new
buildings. The nearest one in height is “One
Canada Square” at 771ft. I wonder what
London residents made of the Palace of
Westminster and St. Paul’s Cathedral when
they were built?
The Shard is the tallest building in Western
Europe at a height of 1016ft. It has 95 storeys,
and 44 lifts. Within the building are offices,
restaurants and bars, public galleries and
residential apartments. The design consists of
tapering glass facets not meeting at the topresembling shards of glass, and took three
years to build. From the top one has unique
views of 35 miles in each direction. There are
small computer screens which can be pointed
in any direction to identify sites and buildings.
Two things struck my friend and I immediatelyfirstly, seeing the River Thames winding round
from the Thames barrier through London and
out towards Chelsea ; then, looking down at the
trains coming in and out of London Bridge
Station was like looking at a model railway!
Immediately below us was Southwark
Cathedral, again, like a toy model.
Once up at the top, one can stay up there as
long as you want to- it was a truly amazing
experience.

Junior Church
find the light...

N

ot long ago, at Junior Church, the leaders Cathy
Shaw and Sharon Dorans, had a rich theme. It
was about a lost sheep, and the metaphor was
about ‘being lost’, but the light would come
when you were ‘found’ by God. The message was to help
the children understand what it is to be ‘lost’ and how
lovely it is to be ‘found’. They drew two images of a
shepherd to show one that is looking for a
sheep and one that has
found a sheep. What
was a relief and very
rewarding was at
the end of the
service when
Richard asked
the children what
they had learnt,
they were very
clear that
they had
learnt about
what ‘lost’ was and
what it meant to be
‘found’. This is not
always the case!

Thank you...
We hope you’ve enjoyed this
issue and thank all of you who
have contributed. We’d love to
hear your thoughts and would
welcome any feature ideas, memories and
photographs you have. We already have some
exciting ideas for the next issue. Email the Editor
Brenda on brendafclark@btinternet.com or Art
Editor Naomi on naomi.lowe@blueyonder.co.uk

Advent Fair
Sunday 1st Dec after the 10am service
Please come along, all are welcome!
Raffle prize donations and home-made
produce would be very welcome.
(Please leave with Tish at the Traidcraft stall)

Christingle
Sunday 8th Dec 4.00pm
Any cakes would be
gratefully received

Christmas Decorations with Elaine
Wednesday 11th Dec
Ink into your diaries, limited numbers only.
Bookings being taken now!.

Carol Service
Sunday 22nd Dec 6.30pm
Donations of food after the service would be
gratefully received.

Burns Night
Saturday 18th Jan
Date to be confirmed,
watch this space!
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Sunday 10th November
3rd Sunday before Advent
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm	Contemporary
Evening Prayer
Thursday 14th November
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall
Sunday 17th November
2nd Sunday before Advent
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm	Contemporary
Evening Prayer
Thursday 21st November
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall
Sunday 24th November
Christ the King		
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Thursday 28th November
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall
3pm
Tea, Hall
Saturday 30th November
1.30pm Wedding
Sunday 1st December
1st Sunday of Advent 		
8am
Holy Communion

10am	Celebrate Together
followed by Advent Fair
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Tuesday 3rd December
11am
Holy Communion
7.30pm	Advent Group,
Truman Room

Sunday 15th December
3rd Sunday of Advent		
8am
Holy Communion
10am	Parish Eucharist with
Junior Church Nativity
6.30pm	Contemporary
Evening Prayer
Tuesday 17th December
7.30pm	Advent Group,
Truman Room

Thursday 5th December
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall
8pm
Book Club
Saturday 7th December
7.30pm Jigsaw Players Concert

Wednesday 18th December
12 Noon	Pastoral Team
Christmas Lunch, Hall
Thursday 19th December
9.30am Prayer Group

Sunday 8th December
2nd Sunday of Advent		
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
4pm
Christingle Service
6.30pm	Contemporary
Evening Prayer

Sunday 22nd December
4th Sunday of Advent
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Carol Service

Tuesday 10th December
7.30pm 	Advent Group,
Truman Room

Tuesday 24th December
4pm
Crib Service
11.30pm Midnight Mass

Wednesday 11th December
7pm	Christmas Wreath
Making, Hall

Wednesday 25th December
8am
Holy Communion
10am	Celebrate Christmas
Together

Thursday 12th December
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am	Bruno Bear
Christmas Party, Hall

Make a Christmas
table decoration
with our expert florist Elaine

7pm Wednesday 11th December
Lots of holly, lots of mulled wine...
lots of fun! £25 per head
Book your place now on the sheet
at the back of Church.

Sunday 29th December
1st Sunday of Christmas
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Communion Service

Sunday 5th January 2014
2nd Sunday of Christmas
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Tuesday 7th January		
11am
Holy Communion
Thursday 9th January
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear
Sunday 12th January 2014
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm	Contemporary Evening
Prayer
Thursday 16th January
9.30am Prayer Group
9.30am Bruno Bear
Sunday 19th January 2014
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Thursday 23rd January
9.30am Prayer Group
Sunday 26th January 2014
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Thursday 30th January
9.30am Prayer Group

WANTED
For the Advent Fair on Sunday 1st December
Empty jam jars for the KFH mincemeat
Empty anchovy jars for the Junior Church sweets
Plant pots that we can plant bulbs in
Little gifts appropriate for the Lucky Dip
(Please leave with Tish at the traidcraft stall)
On the day : Home made produce – e.g. cakes/sweets/biscuits
Plants. Nice Raffle Prizes.

Thank you

