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Christ Church, Copse Hill, West Wimbledon, SW20 0HG

Hello!
We
hope
this spring
edition of your
magazine will
help lift the
spirits after the
awful weather
(we never stop
talking about
it – do we?)
Thank you
to all who’ve
contributed.
We welcome
your news,
views and
feedback. You
can email me
on the address
on the back
page or leave
me a note at
the cross-aisle.
Maybe you’ll
consider taking
out an annual
subscription,
which will
help to cover
the costs of
production.
Many thanks.

Brenda
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A big thank you
to Celia Berwick
Christ Church’s annual Burns Night celebration was an
enormous success, but tinged with sadness this year, as one of
the stalwarts of the team, Celia, lay terribly ill in hospital...

T

he annual Lighting the
Flame for Burns Night took
place on 1st Feb, and with a
lot of help from Celia
Berwick, the social committee
managed to pull it off.
Mark did have his doubts about
‘how on earth we would cope
without her’, but the kitchen staff
were excellent – thank you Dee and
Muks – and all the food was ready
on hot plates at just the right
moment. Celia gave us strict
instructions about portion control
and which ingredients to use and –
with the help of her daughter
Bridgid – Celia even managed to
order our haggis at her special
discount.
Celia also sent us through a
delicious tipsy whisky trifle recipe.
We also served dips which were

Dee, Tish, Muks and
Elaine worked under
Celia’s guidance
Ian leads the dancing in style

yum! As were Sarah’s Tzatsiki,
Celia’s recipes for a pate cranberry
dip and the taramasalata.
The social committee worked
really well on the night. Sarah on the
door collecting money; Mike
preparing his whiskies and his
Whisky talk and keeping the piper
happy; Martin in charge of drinks
(utterly vital); Elaine doing her
wonderful flowers, and all of us
doing whatever was needed as we
do. But we really missed Celia.
Pat and Farhad did a brilliant job
selling raffle tickets, and we were
lucky to have a wonderful caller,
Alistair and his wife in their splendid
tartans, who organised us all
extremely efficiently, and got
everyone dancing – very, very funny,
and a lot of laughter. Once again,
Hazel and Gerald did not disappoint

Lifting the spirits:
Whisky tasting with Mike

with their superb quick step.
As most of you will be aware by
now, our dearest, darling Celia
Berwick passed away on Tuesday
4th February after a brief illness.
Just one week earlier she had
been sending through instructions
to us and cheering us on.
Celia – you will be very, very
much missed by us all, and we
will think of you every time we do
an event and remember all of
your incredible advice, skill and
generosity, but most of all your
wonderful humour. You maybe
gone from us now, but you will not
be forgotten. Tish Mousell

Mike helps
to pipe in
the haggis

2

Ch r i st ch u r c h q u i z

Book Club News

T

he Christ Church book club meets
monthly at a member’s house, to discuss
a book which we have chosen to read –
hoping it will provoke interesting and,
maybe, thought-provoking discussion. The next
meeting is on March 11th at 3 Elm Walk at 8pm.
We will be discussing Unapologetic by Francis
Spufford. On April 10th at 8pm, we will be
meeting at 12 Crescent Road to discuss The Lady
With Little Dog And Other Stories by Anton
Chekhov. Please don’t be put off by the titles! We
have a short list of questions to help with chat
(available at the cross-aisle) and quite often we
haven’t all finished the book or started it and
didn’t like it. But we always have an enjoyable
evening. Do come and join us.

How much do you know about Christ Church?
Answers on page 6

1

The Bishop of London came
to dedicate Christ Church in
August 1859 but who was the
church’s architect?
When the church was first
opened it had only one
entrance. Was that entrance on
the north, south, east or west
side of the church?
When was the Church
Hall built?
What was the Hall used for
during the Second World War?
When was the
Vicarage built?

2
3
4
5

The latest from the most
recent meetings ...
• Building Developement
The Church Wardens continue
to keep busy with various
projects and in particular with
the Building Development
Proposal. The PCC approved
their request to allow the
lawyers to resolve any issues
regarding the sale of the land.
A meeting with the Planning
Officer took place in January
and plans were submitted for
the Pre Planning Consultation.
John Davey produced a time
line for the PCC and a list of
responsibilities for four distinct
areas of the project which
would need to be managed by

6

For many years Christ Church
was a daughter church of St.
Mary’s church, Wimbledon. In what
year did Christ Church become a
separate parish?

different people. It was agreed
that the vicar would seek out
suitable people to fill the two
roles currently vacant and
report back to the PCC.
• Bishop’s Call to
Mission
The PCC spent a
considerable
amount of time
in both meetings
discussing The
Bishop’s Call to
Mission – Faith,
Hope and Love: Phase
2. The PCC were split into four
groups to discuss four areas:
Welcome, Worship, Pastoral
Care and Growing in Faith. Lots
of lively discussion and ideas

were put forward and the vicar
is now putting together a
document entitled Christ
Church: The Way Ahead 2014
-2017 which will be discussed at
the PCC meeting in May.
Members of the
congregation will be
consulted about
any changes.
• Fundraising
The Social
Committee
arranged some
wonderful events over
Christmas with the wreath
making evening a great
success. The Advent Fair
raised over £1000!
• Hall Committee continue to

PCC
News

manage hall bookings
effectively and have now
confirmed a new hiring for
Monday evenings from the
Christian Revival Church.
• Vicar’s report
The Vicar reported that the
Christmas services were well
attended and thanked Stefan
Bown, Ron Cayliss and
AlissiaJewes for making the
carol service such a wonderful
occasion. He also welcomed
our new Director of Music,
Richard Hall, who will be in
charge of the choir and the new
children’s choir group. We all
wish him well in his new job.

See page 5 for Richard’s
exciting plans for the choir
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The Christ Church Choir
Our new Director of Music, Richard Hall, joined us in early January and we have all had the pleasure
of having our services enriched by his music. Here he tells us his plans for the choir...

F

irst, I should like to
take this opportunity
to thank everyone
at Christ Church for
making me feel so welcome
in my first month. It’s a
great pleasure to be here
with you all.
It is my role as Director of
Music to nurture and develop
the music-making at Christ
Church. As such, I am
recruiting singers to join the
choir. All are welcome: young,
old and everyone in between!

All are welcome. Why
not come along to one
of our rehearsals?

Friday Rehearsals

• Children
6:30pm - 7:30pm in church
The first children’s rehearsal
of 2014 will be on Friday 28th
February
• Adults
7:30pm - 8:30pm in church

Sunday Services

• 2nd and 4th Sundays
of the month
The full choir sings on these
Sundays (with a rehearsal
before the service at 9am)
• The children’s choir sing a
song at the All-Age
Communion on the 1st
Sunday of each month

Why sing in a choir?
• It makes you happy –
Singing releases chemicals
called endorphins – they give
you energy and make you feel
happy. It’s a great way to make
new friends, too!
• It’s great for the mind –
Music builds and strengthens
the synapses in your brain,
greatly improving memory
and ability in academic
subjects such as maths
and languages.
• It’s relaxing and good
for the heart – Singing is an
aerobic activity and demands
that we breathe more deeply
and with more awareness.
• It brings joy to others –
The singing of the choir
improves the Worship of
people at Christ Church.
Richard and I have been
into Hollymount Primary
School to lead a ‘singing
assembly’ and invite local
children to join the choir. For
children and young people,
singing in a choir provides a
great head start in musical
education. Rehearsals cover
notation, singing technique
and music theory.

Contact
‘Music strengthens the synapses in
your brain, greatly improving memory
and ability in academic subjects such
as maths and languages.’
I intend to encourage the
children to work towards the
Royal School of Church Music
‘Voice for Life’ awards, a
nationally recognised choral
training scheme. Such
experience and training looks
great on any CV and it can also
help towards school and
university applications
and music scholarships.
If you are interested in
singing in the choir, do get in
touch. Please also spread the
word to friends, family and
neighbours!

Call Richard Hall on
0752 836 6075
choiratchristchurch
@gmail.com
The Choir of
Christ Church
West Wimbledon
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All change at Raynes Park

M

Chris Larkman is the Chair of the Raynes Park Association.
Here he describes the plans – both big and small – that are
making such a difference to our high street and beyond...

any will have
noticed the
changes which
have taken place in
Raynes Park over the past 10
years or so. This has been as a
result of a lot of hard work
undertaken by local people
working with the Council and
the Railway to make the town a
better and nicer place.
I am Chair of the Raynes
Park Association which is
made up of representatives of
local residents associations,
businesses and other
organisations, and works to
improve and enhance the
centre of Raynes Park. It was
formed 10 years ago to listen to
people’s views on the
proposed introduction of
controlled parking in Raynes
Park. At the time we were
aware that local residents
associations were all operating
independently and were not
talking to local businesses.
Whilst people across Raynes
Park were predominantly
against the introduction of

controlled parking, the Council
has gradually implemented
controls throughout most of
the area. We did our best to
represent local views. At the
time we knew that if controls
were implemented in a few
streets around the centre of
Raynes Park, the knock-on
effect in neighbouring streets
would (as it happened) create
a demand on those streets too.
Whilst our success over
parking was limited, we
discovered the value in working
together for the better of our
local area. We worked with the
council to produce an
‘Enhancement Plan’ for
Raynes Park. So far this has
resulted in the following:
• Repaving the town centre
• Creating a more ‘open space’
feel to the town centre
• Removing most of the
advertising hoardings
• Working with South West
trains to upgrade the
decoration of the station
• Tree planting and seating
We have also negotiated with

the Council over details of the
Waitrose store and the new
Medical Centre developments,
both of which have helped to
create a clear town centre. We
are currently in discussion with
the Council and Network Rail
over plans for the Rainbow
Estate (the industrial estate
south of the railway).
Raynes Park has received
the accolade of the ‘Best
performing High Street in the
London suburbs’ (Evening
Standard). This is a reflection
of all the work which has been
achieved. There are far fewer
empty shops than elsewhere,
and local small businesses still
thrive. This year we had our
first Christmas tree at the
station entrance, and Raynes
Park was chosen as the place
for the Christmas lights across
the borough to be switched on.
We still have much to do and
have long term plans to
develop a useful open space on
the south of the Skew Arch
which could potentially be
used as a market area.

e

for Eucharist...
This is the most
important
Christian
sacrament, in
which bread is
eaten and wine
drunk around the
altar during a
service by all who
wish to participate.
It was instituted by
Jesus at the Last
Supper, to
remember His
death on the
Cross. The word
“Eucharist” comes
from the Greek for
“thanksgiving”, and
refers to the
statement in the
Gospel narrative
that Jesus gave
thanks over the
bread and wine.
Other, possibly
more familiar
names for this
sacrament are:
“Lord’s Supper”;
Holy Communion;
and, in the Roman
Catholic Church,
“Mass”.
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The disappearing priest

I

Reverend Richard Lane explains the function of the alb...

recently had an
interesting conversation
with a longstanding
member of the
congregation about the
laundry of albs. Yes, an
interesting conversation. Albs
are the robes the servers and
chalice (wine cup)
administrants wear. We were
noticing the grubby nature of
the alb he usually wears and
working out whether it was
feasible to take it home, get it
washed and have it back in
church by the following
Sunday and wondering what
the consequences might be
of not managing this feat
of advanced logistics. Could
he administer the chalice
‘un-robed’?
It led me to rehearse the
parish policy on such matters.
Historically (i.e. before I
became vicar), servers and
administrants wore albs. When
I encountered the first member
of the congregation who said to
me that they’d quite like to help
in this way but didn’t fancy the
dressing up, it led to some
reflection on the issue.
Consequently the parish
policy is that all may wear an
alb, none must. The job can
be done with just as much
sincerity, reverence and care
by someone wearing what
they came to church in as
someone robed.
It all begs the question: why
wear robes in the first place?
Why do vicars wear robes?
Undeniably there have been
periods in church life when
those performing tasks such as
serving at the altar or
distributing the elements of
communion were, if not thought
of as better people in
themselves then as people

‘The only qualification required to
do any of the many jobs at church is
to be one of the people of God. If you’re
reading this… you qualify!’
participating in ‘elevated’
activities and therefore needing
the alb as a sort of badge to
mark this ‘holy’ activity.
Historically, the alb, for clergy
was an attempt to cover up the
individual priest as he or she
stood in the place of Christ at
the celebration of the Eucharist.
You are invited to forget about
Richard Lane who becomes,
during the words of
consecration, a mere conduit

for the words of Jesus. We
welcome the Christ who pours
himself into the bread and wine
and at that moment the priest is
to disappear beneath the cover
of the alb so that Christ is more
clearly visible in bread and wine.
Properly I would tuck my hands
into my sleeves and pull up my
hood and bend over to more
effectively ‘hide’ myself at the
point of consecration.
The alb then, is nothing to do

with the holiness of the priest;
quite the opposite. The priests
grubby worldliness is so at odds
with the holiness of Christ that
the alb is a mere dust sheet
thrown over to cover him/her
up, to take away the distraction
of his/her ugly mug so that we
can concentrate on Jesus. By
extension the servers and
administrant albs are not marks
of holiness but merely an echo
of the priestly cover up.
At Christ Church, the only
qualification required to do any
of the many jobs or tasks that
need doing week by week at
church is to be one of the people
of God. If you’re reading this…
you qualify! If wearing an alb
helps some to feel close to God
in the performing of the task,
all well and good. If it gets in the
way, there’s no need for it. At
Christ Church we know that we
are all different and that each
of our paths to God will vary
from those of our brothers and
sisters. We won’t all walk the
same path. We celebrate our
difference and the variety of
gifts we’ve all been given as
a blessing from God. Dressed
up or dressed down, all
are welcome.

This year is the 100th anniversary
of the start of the First World War.
Many of you,we know,will have
personal and family memories of this
time.If you feel able and would like to
share some of these in the autumn
edition of the magazine,we would be
very pleased to include them.
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T

he congregation
should be aware
of how much the
money they give to
charity every year is
appreciated. Please see
our notice board for
some of the many
messages e-mailed to
me. In 2013 we gave as
follows...
2013 figures unaudited
2012 figures given for comparison

Matabeleland, Zimbabwe
Bishop’s Lent Appeal
Freedom from Torture
CMS
Toybox
Pump Aid

2012

556

495

1,243

891

279

52

1,098

963

439

435

1,067

426

Merton Street Pastors

418

-

The Children’s Society

491

311

Homestart Merton

616

627

921*

607*

921

920

-

1,425

8,049

7,152

Faith in Action Homelessness Project
St. Raphael’s Hospice
Other charities supported

by Godfrey Banks

2013

TOTAL

Come and See with Junior Church

This session was all about when Jesus
found his disciples and asked them to
‘come and see’. We wanted to teach the
children about looking, seeing and
observing. Leaders, Sharon Dorans
and Claire Mangrioti got the children
to make their own glasses – which they
LOVED doing, even the little ones,
and asking them to look and observe
through them to and see what great
things others are doing.
The leaders then got the children to
change something about themselves,

and the leaders had to guess what the
children had done, Henry tucked his
jumper into his trousers, and Callista
took off one of her shoes! The leaders
were able to spot these things, and in
doing so help the children to think
about being more observant and look
at things more closely. It was a great
session, and the congregation and
Richard (thankfully) enjoyed very
much the theatre of the nine children
(aged between 4 and 11) wearing such
funny glasses. Tish Mousell

BAPTISMS
DECEMBER 22nd
2013
Luke James REID
APRIL 6th 2014
Paige Lauren
HARDING
We welcome you all into
the family at Christ
Church.

Did you know we send
‘Anniversary of baptism’
cards for each child/
person who has been
baptised at Christ
Church? We send them
on the anniversary of
their baptism for five
years after that date.
ANSWERS CHRIST CHURCH
TO QUIZ ON PAGE 2
1 Samuel Sanders Teulon
(1812–73) a notable
19th-century English Gothic
Revival architect.
2 The North side
3 1936 although it didn’t have a
kitchen for another three years
4 From August 1940 until
August 1945 the Hall was loaned
to the Church Army for use as
a canteen and club for service
personnel. The canteen was
staffed by a team of 70 Christ
Church ladies.
5 1966, The architect was
David Rockwho had worked
under Sir Basil Spence.
6 1961
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Visit to the Holy Land 2013

O

David Simpson was one of Christ Church’s
pilgrims who trod the same paths as Christ and
his disciples had done 2000 years before...

n a calm, warm, blue-sky
day last November, a small
group of pilgrims from
Christ Church found
themselves on the Sea of Galilee in
the Holy Land. From our boat on the
shimmering water, we were looking
at the same sea and the same
contours of hills that Christ and the
disciples had seen 2000 years ago.
We read a passage of scripture and
sang a hymn, our voices carrying
across the water.
It was a highlight of a trip that
about a dozen Christ Church
members, led by Richard, our vicar,
made to the Holy Land. We visited
Nazareth, Bethlehem and Jerusalem
and saw many of the places where
Jesus had walked and taught, where
He died and rose from the dead.
It was a spiritual time but also a
challenging visit. We were inspired by
meetings with Palestinian Christians
living amid daily hardship and risk.
We heard in Jericho the Palestinian
Bible Society tell us how one of their
missionaries in Gaza had been
murdered by Islamist extremists
when he refused to deny his faith and
died as a martyr. His pregnant widow,
the youngest of the couples’ two
children being just eight months old,
had encouraged the bible group not
to give up by saying: “I have lost my
husband for a short time but gained
him for eternity”.

Outside Christ
Church in Jerusalem

Richard walks on water... almost!

We saw the 30ft concrete walls the
Israelis had built against the
Palestinians and heard how mains
water- controlled by the Israelis- was
turned on for 24 hours every
fortnight in Bethlehem and other
parts of the West Bank. There is
unlimited supply for Jews. It
underscored the need for the
Christian message of loving your
enemies. As Richard said in a recent
sermon, Christians are not
necessarily optimist or pessimistsbut we are people who live in hope.

The Senior Citizen Chant...
What
do we
want?

PRAYER

When
do we
want it?
Better
memory!

Want
what?

Never be afraid
to trust an unknown future
to a known God.
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Christ Church’s pilgrimage
to the home of St Francis

Chris Larkman on our 2015 pilgrimage to this beautiful and spiritually uplifting part of Italy...

St Francis of Assisi
lived in the small
town of Assisi in
Umbria from 11821226. He was a sort of ‘Nelson
Mandela’ figure at that time in
Italy. He refocused the
emphasis on true religion being
about poverty and caring for
poor people. In fact he went off
to Rome to tell the Pope a thing
or two. It’s quite significant that
the present Pope chose the
name Francis. The news about
Francis spread throughout Italy
– even without modern day
communications. Such was his
fame that after his death artists
flocked from all over to
celebrate his life. The result is

some stunning art.
The purpose of our trip (10-17
June 2015) is primarily as a
pilgrimage to visit the beautiful
town of Assisi, set in hills in
Umbria. There are always many
tourists there, but we’ll find
ways to see the popular sites at
quietish times. We’ll take trips
to places visited by Francis in
the surrounding countryside.
The trip will be a time of prayer,
reflection, good food and fun in
the greatest of settings. Events
include a trip on Lake Trasimeno,
a visit to the spectacular
waterfalls at Marmore and a
wine tasting evening! Our Vicar,
Richard Lane, will be with us and
will take a leading role in the

devotions and reflections.
We’ve enlisted a truly
excellent guide, Roy Grant – an
expert on Assisi and everything
about St Francis. He retired to
Assisi some years ago. We’ll
spend an evening at his home
while he relates the story of St
Francis. He will also accompany
us for much of the week.
The cost is estimated to be
£750 per person. There will be
an additional fee of £100 for a
single room. Please note that
this trip is being run on a nonprofit basis. Therefore if it costs
less, we will make a refund. If it
costs slightly more, we will have
to have a whip round. (I am
confident we will be able to

b o ok i ng f o r m
To reserve a place, please make a deposit cheque payable to Chris Larkman for £200 per person
(or transfer the money directly: Mr C A Larkman Sort Code: 07-01-16 Account no: 13997849).
The remainder will be due 2 months in advance. The deposit will be refundable until Sep 2014. There are 25 places.

NAME(S) AS ON PASSPORT
ADDRESS
EMAIL
 Single Room required?Additional £100
 Checked luggage? Extra £50 return. Please state number of pieces in box
Please return to Chris Larkman, 25 Bronson Road, SW20 8DZ or email chrislarkman@gmail.com. For more information
email or call Chris 020 8542 0612.

keep within this budget.)
Clare and I travel extensively in
Italy. I have been visiting Assisi
since the 1960’s and have often
taken groups of people to Italy.
included in the price
• Flights and coach
Stansted to Perugia departing
07.30 and returning to Stansted
at 12.50. We’ve chosen these
flights because it means a very
short journey from the airport
to Assisi. Only hand luggage
has been booked on the flights
(for details see Ryanair.com). If
you wish to take a suitcase,
there’ll be an additional cost of
£50. You’ll need to make your
own plans for travel insurance.
We will also provide a coach to
take us to Stansted as it will be
an early start!
• Accommodation
Hotel La Rocca, a friendly
hotel situated in a quiet place
towards the top of the town.
All meals will be provided
except three lunchtimes when
local bars will be available for
the purchase of a snack.
(Wine is provided at all meals
at no extra cost.)
• Organised tours each day:
but there will be some free
time too.
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for “Health, Balance & Happiness”

SELF-NURTURE
DAY
SELF-NURTURE DAY
Enjoy a special self-nurture day

Enjoy a special self-nurture day
th
10
May,
pm,near
nearSutton.
Sutton.
10th
May,10
10am
am –
– 4.30 pm,
3 experts showing a practical approach to:

Three experts showing a practical approach to:

Self-nurture
Re-energising
Self-nurture
Re-energising
Healthy eating made easy

Healthy eating made easy

Azmina Jiwa – Holistic Happiness coach
Diane Heard - Nutritionist
Azmina Jiwa Holistic Happiness coach
Hazel Bate – Stress Management Practitioner

Diane Heard Nutritionist
Hazel Bate Stress Management Practitioner
www.rfli.co.uk

To raise a smile!

...gathered from churches around the country.

The eight-graders will be
presenting Shakespeare’s
“Hamlet” in the church
basement on Friday at 6pm.
The congregation is invited
to attend this tragedy.

The sermon th
is morning is:
Jesus walks on
the water.
The sermon to
night is:
Searching for
Jesus.

If you come across any “bloopers” like this, that you’d like to share
with us, send them to brendafclark@btinternet.com
A – Z O F T H E ch u r ch

Ffor faith...

Faith is complete trust
or confidence in
someone or something
– especially a strong
belief in the truth and
doctrines of a religion,
based on spiritual
conviction rather than proof. It will also mean to
many people – to have confidence and trust in
God. The word faith is often used as a synonym
for hope, trust, belief or knowledge.

The lost church
A book focusing on the predicament
that the established church has in
keeping pace with changes in society,
was the subject of last Autumn’s study group.
Gerald Bate recounts...

T

he Autumn Study
Group last year
discussed “The
Lost Church” by
Alan Billings over three
sessions. Alan Billings is
an Anglican priest with
an impressive CV which
includes being Principal
or Vice Principal of
various Theological
Colleges and Deputy
Leader of Sheffield City
Council. His book was
easy to read, unlike
some that we have
studied in the past.
The theme of his book is
that the Church of England
has created problems for
itself by thinking that its
followers exclusively fall into
the categories of “Believers”
and/or “Attenders”. Billings
argues that it should also
include “Belongers”.
In other words, despite
falling and ageing
congregations, there are
millions of people in the
country who feel that the
Church of England belongs
to them even if they do not
attend or believe. The
Church has for centuries
embodied our national
institutions and our culture.
It is to the Church that
people turn when faced
by national disasters such
as Aberfan.
Non attenders still ask to

be married or buried in
Church and have their
children baptised.
How can the Church
gather in this vast harvest
of Belongers? Billings’
answer is that it needs to
follow its tradition of being
“inclusive” and
“parochial”, and to make
sure that it is a broad
Church including all
shades of belief based on a
parish system providing
pastoral care on a national
basis. It should not turn
people away on the
grounds of belief or record
of attendance.
He is clearly a passionate
believer in the parish
system. He is critical of
the evangelical side of the
Church which undermines
the parish system with
its “plants” and “prepackaged” theology of
the Alpha course.
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How was
your day?

Julie Grainger
in a nutshell...

A conversation with God...
ME G
 od, can I ask you
a question?
GOD Sure
ME Promise you won’t
get mad?
GOD I promise
ME Why did you let so
much stuff happen
to me today?
GOD What do you mean?
ME Well, I woke up late.
GOD Yes
ME My car took forever
to start.
GOD Okay.
ME At lunch they made
my sandwich wrong
and I had to wait.
GOD Hmm.
ME On the way home my
phone went dead just as I
picked up a call.
GOD Okay.
ME And on top of all that,
when I got home I just
wanted to soak my feet in
my new foot massager
and relax, but it wouldn’t
work!!! Nothing went
right today! Why did
you do that?
GOD 	Well, let me see. The
Death Angel was at your
bed this morning and I
had to send one of the
other angels to battle him
for your life. I let you sleep
through that.
ME (humbled) Oh...
GOD 	I didn’t let your car start
because there was a drunk
driver on your route that
would have hit you if you
were on the road.
ME (ashamed) Oh dear...
GOD 	The person who made

your first sandwich today
was sick and I didn’t want
you to catch what he has.
I knew you couldn’t afford
to miss work.
ME (embarrassed) Ok...
GOD 	Your phone went dead
because the person who
was calling was going to
give false witness about
what you said during that
call. I didn’t even let you
talk to them so that you
would be covered.
ME (softly) I see, God.
GOD 	Oh, and that foot
massager had a short that
was going to throw out all
of the power in your
house tonight. I didn’t
think you wanted to be in
the dark.
ME I’m sorry, God.
GOD 	Don’t be sorry, just learn
to trust me in all things,
the good and the bad.
ME I will trust you.
GOD 	And don’t doubt that MY
plan for your day is always
better than your plan.
ME I won’t, God. And let me
just tell you God, thank
you for everything today.
GOD 	You’re welcome, child. It
was just another day
being your God, and I
love looking after my
children.

The lowdown on our newest
Churchwarden and TraidCraft seller...

A

lthough I have
only become
fully involved
in life at Christ
Church relatively
recently, my ties
with Christ Church
lie further back.
I was confirmed at
Christ Church in
1989 and prior to
that I had my
marriage blessed at
Christ Church.
Now that I live so
close to the church
this has given me an
added incentive to
become a full
member of the
congregation.
I have a number of
interests, including
bridge , mah-jong,
gardening, reading
and walking my
friends’ dogs, as I am
a great dog lover. I
am largely retired but

still help out on a part
time basis at Robert
Holmes & Company,
Estate Agents.
I like to take time
to visit elderly
members of the
congregation and
I have formed an
especial tie with
Mabel White.
I have two lovely
daughters and a
grandson who all
give me great
pleasure.
I am really enjoying
being a Church
Warden and find the
role very fulfilling.
I am especially
looking forward to
being part of the new
building project.
In a nutshell, I have
always been a
Christian and try to
behave as one in my
everyday life.
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION

Did you know you can take out an annual
subscription for the Christ Church
magazine for £7.50 for 3 copies. The
easiest way is to put a cheque or
RIST CHURC
cash in an envelope and give it
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E W 14
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18th

W the
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The latest
Pastoral
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meetings...
most recent
Aug
29th
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 A Building Development
Book Club Sept
up
set3rd
Committee has been
and a Draft Memorandum of
Understanding between the
PCC, the Diocese and the
Architect was approved.
A special meeting of the
PCC will be organised to
consider the finalised plans
in the near future.
 The Treasurer, Godfrey
Banks, was pleased to report
that there has been a surplus
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eithermark
Appeal
Shelter
special
event. Dee Babar
remain constant. The vicar is
clearing of leaves. Thank you to
of money or time. The Shelter
pleased to report that the
all those who gave up their time.
has proved a godsend in this
Norwegian Church will be hiring
 The Social Committee have
freezing weather to the
the church every Monday PM.
arranged some wonderful
homeless in our area. Similarly
 The Vicar has also been
fundraising events including
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Mission: ‘Faith, Hope, Love’. A
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in Action boxes.
possible Away Day run by one of
events. The PCC would like to

by Elizabeth Flemming

O

ne day when my two little grandsons,
Peter (9 years old), and Dale (6 years old)
were here, the elder boy seemed very
busy taking out all the pins from my workbasket
pin cushion. After a while I asked him what was
happening.
“In a minute I’ll show you” he said, and then
he held up the pin cushion with “GRAN” spelt
over it in silver pins!
Then, upstairs on a bookcase, I have two
wooden birds. They stand together facing in
opposite directions. The one at the back I call
“CAW”, having bought it in a charity shop at the
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital. The other,
also from a charity shop, I just could not think up
a name for, but, quick as a flash, my younger
grandson said “BEAK” !

On early
waking...

Time to winnow the
harvest of dreams;
to unravel the chorus of
birds.
Time to uncoil,
yawn, stretch,
to re-inhabit the body,
salute the stiff hip,
the bruised toe
(old comrade;
new acquaintance).
Time to breathe deep,
to become aware of self,
of You, quietly there.
Time to give thanks
Time to be.

We were thrilled to have about 30 people at our Pastoral Team
Christmas Lunch in the Church Hall on December 19th 2013. Everyone
enjoyed the meal of chicken casserole, followed by ice-cream and mince
pies – all prepared by the pastoral team. Afterwards, Ron played
Christmas carols and we all joined in, making it a very festive occasion.

Evensong
Farhad Hedeyati
celebrates the beauty
of Evening Prayer

W

hat is Evensong /Evening
Prayer and how do we
celebrate it at Christ
Church? To answer this
question and elaborate about the
meaning and celebration of this service, I
need to explain the liturgical meaning of
it. Evening Prayer, commonly known as
Evensong is a service in use within the
Anglican Communion, celebrated in the
late afternoon or evening. When most of
the service is sung, with choir and organ,
it takes the name of Choral Evensong
Even though most churches now take
their services from the Common
Worship Book, Evensong is still regularly
taken from the Book of Common Prayer.
The service consists of prayers, a psalm,
the Apostles Creed, two readings from
the Bible and two Canticles – the
Magnificat (Song of Mary) and the Nunc
Dimittis (Song of Simeon). Hymns will be
sung when the service is accompanied
by the organist.
At Christ Church, the services of
Evensong, Evening Prayer and Evening
Prayer with Holy Communion are on a
rota basis each Sunday at 6.30p.m.
Thanks to a dozen or so dedicated
members of the congregation who
attend regularly, we have been able
to hold these services here at Christ
Church for many years and we do hope
and pray it may continue for many more.
Do try to join us and you never
know you may enjoy it and become
another dedicated member of our
evening congregation.
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Spring Diary 2014
Sunday 16th February

Saturday 8th March

Friday 28th March

Sunday 13th April

3rd Sunday before Lent

1.30pm Wedding

7.30pm KFH

Palm Sunday

Sunday 9th March 2014

Sunday 30th March

8am

Holy Communion

10am

Parish Eucharist

6.30pm	BCP Evensong

8am
1st Sunday of Lent

4th Sunday of Lent

8am

Holy Communion

Mothering Sunday

Thursday 20th February

10am

Parish Eucharist

8am

Holy Communion

9.30am Prayer Group

6.30pm	Contemporary Evening

10am

Celebrate Together

Prayer

followed by Annual
Parochial Church Meeting
6.30pm	Contemporary Evening

Monday 14th April

2nd Sun before Lent

Tuesday 11th March

Tuesday 1st April

8am

Holy Communion

8pm		Book Club

11am

10am

Parish Eucharist
Thursday 13th March

Wednesday 2nd April

9.30am Prayer Group

7.30pm Lent Group, Truman Room

Tuesday 25th February

Prayer

6.30pm Communion Service

Sunday 23rd February

6.30pm	BCP Evensong

Holy Communion

10am	Parish Eucharist

7.30pm Prayer & Meditation

Holy Communion
Tuesday 15th April
7.30pm Prayer & Meditation

9.30am	Bruno Bear

Wednesday 16th April
Thursday 3rd April

Charities Meeting, Vicarage

7.30pm Prayer & Meditation

Sunday 16th March

9.30am Prayer Group

Thursday 27th February

2nd Sunday of Lent

	No Bruno Bear

9.30am Prayer Group

8am

Holy Communion

9.30am	Bruno Bear

10am

Parish Eucharist

Saturday 5th April

9.30am	Prayer Group

followed by PCC meeting

7.30pm Jigsaw Players Concert

	No Bruno Bear

Friday 28th February

Thursday 17th April
Maundy Thursday

8pm	Maundy Thursday Service

6.30pm	Contemporary Evening

7.30pm KFH

Prayer

Sunday 6th April
5th Sun of Lent

Friday 18th April

28th Feb - 2nd Mar

Thursday 20th March

8am

Holy Communion

Good Friday

Wychcroft Retreat

9.30am Prayer Group

10am

Parish Eucharist

9.30am	Bruno Bear

11.30am	Family Service with

Sunday next before Lent

Sunday 23rd March

6.30pm	BCP Evensong

8am

Holy Communion

3rd Sun of Lent

10am

Parish Eucharist

8am

Holy Communion

Wednesday 9th April

10am

Parish Eucharist

7.30pm	Lent Group, Truman Room

Sunday 2nd March

cross
Sunday 20th April
Easter Day
Dawn Service

6.30pm	BCP Evensong
Tuesday 4th March

Morning Prayer
Children’s Service

12 - 3pm 	Prayer at the foot of the

Baptism

6.30pm	BCP Evensong

9am
10am

Thursday 10th April

10am

SHROVE TUESDAY

Wednesday 26th March

9.30am Prayer Group

6.30pm	Evensong

11am

Holy Communion

7.30pm Lent Group, Truman Room

	No Bruno Bear

3pm

Pancake Party, Hall

8pm	Book Club
Thursday 27th March

Celebrate Together

Thursday 24th April
9.30am Prayer Group

Thursday 6th March

9.30am Prayer Group

9.30am	Bruno Bear

9.30am Prayer Group

9.30am	Bruno Bear

3pm

9.30am	Bruno Bear

2pm	Pastoral tea outing to

Pastoral Tea, Hall

Morden Hall Park

Thank you to all our contributors...
We hope you’ve enjoyed this issue and thank all of
you who have contributed. We’d love to hear your
thoughts and would welcome any feature ideas, memories and
photographs you have. We already have some exciting ideas for the
next issue. Email the Editor Brenda on brendafclark@btinternet.com
or Art Editor Naomi on naomi.lowe@blueyonder.co.uk

How to get in touch
Vicar: The Revd Richard Lane,
16 Copse Hill, SW20 OHG.
020 8946 4491
westwimbledon@btinternet.com
Parish Office opening hours: 10am - 12 noon,
Tuesday to Friday.
ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.christchurch-westwimbledon.org.

