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Hello!
Welcome
to the
summer edition
of your magazine.
Naomi and I
hope very much
that you will
enjoy reading
it. Once again
many thanks to
all those who
have contributed,
and, remember,
we would like
to hear your
views, comments,
and opinions,
especially on
relevant topics in
the news. Either
email them to me
at brendafclark@
btinternet.com,
or leave a note
at the cross
aisle. Enjoy your
holidays, whether
at home or away!
Many thanks.

Brenda

PRAYER

Do not be afraid
- my grace is all
you need.

Summe r 2 0
14

Budding
singers were
invited to join
the choir for a
sing-a-long

Christ Church Choirs
to perform at concert
Christ Church’s Music Director, Richard Hall has
harnessed the musical talent in our midst...

S

ince the first get-together in
March, the Junior Choir at
Christ Church has taken off
to a brilliant start. Each
Friday evening around fifteen lively
children come to the church and
spend an hour singing together,
playing games in the garden and
learning about music-making.
The children come from several
different local schools and
numbers are growing. In May, they
joined the adult choir on Sunday
morning and sang beautifully.
Both the adult and junior choirs

harbour a wealth of musical talent
and to celebrate this, the choir will
perform an evening of summer
music in Christ Church on
Saturday July 19th at 7.30pm.
Children from the junior choir will
play the instruments they are
learning, and there will be items
performed by the South London
Brass Ensemble. The concert
will also include a performance
of J.S.Bach’s Brandenberg
Concerto No. 5 for violin, flute
and harpsichord.
This is a wonderful opportunity

to showcase the talent of Christ
Church’s musicians and to offer a
performance platform to the
young musicians of the junior choir.
There is nothing more musically
inspiring than watching live music
and I am thrilled that we can offer
them such opportunities. Please
come along – it will be wonderful
to see as many friendly faces
from the congregation as possible
on that evening.
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Fun and games with an
important message for the
children at Christ Church

3

Our mission action plan
Creating a network of small welcoming groups could be an invaluable resource for us all, explains
Reverend Richard Lane. This is a bold new step for Christ Church so all suggestions are welcome...

D

ear Everyone,
At our APCM in April,
we received and
approved a
document from the PCC entitled
‘A Way Ahead 2014-17’. It is our
mission action plan and it
outlines some of the ways in
which we want to see Christ
Church grow and develop over
the next three years.

BAPTISMS
APRIL
Paige Lauren Harding
MAY
Milena Elizabeth Rose
JUNE
Theodore Nhuabulo
Peter Harris

Small fellowships

Ben Xavier Griffiths
We welcome you all into
the family at Christ
Church.

Did you know we send
‘Anniversary of baptism’
cards for each child/person
who has been baptised at
Christ Church? We send
them on the anniversary
of their baptism for five
years after that date.

This year is the 100th anniversary
of the start of the First World War.
Many of you,we know,will have personal
and family memories of this time. We
would be very pleased to receive any
articles,photos,reminiscences etc
which you might have for us to include
in the Autumn edition of the magazine.
Just send them via email at
brendafclark@btinternet.com or
leave in an envelope at the cross aisle.

members and indeed you
as regular members of the
congregation are at this,
there will always be slips,
omissions and failures.
The PCC believe that having
a network of small groups at
church will be a valuable
resource to both those who
have been with us for some time
and to those who are joining us.
No one will haveto join a group.
It will be a possibility for all.

Eco Activity
Afternoon
We had our ‘Eco-Activity’
afternoon with the children of
the parish in April. This is an
annual event run by the Junior
Church leaders, and all
children aged 4-11 are welcome.
To make it an ‘Eco’ event, we
got them to make their tea –
pizzas and sausage rolls,
decorated biscuits and
peppermint creams. Julia
Warner told them an ‘Eco’
bible story, and then we got the
children to plant herbs in pots.
We had games – for example,
matching up pairs of socks,
lovingly donated by the
congregation, in relay. We
had a great turn out and it was
a lot of fun, and we hope that
some of the ‘eco’ message got
through.
Tish Mousell

The very first stated aim in this
important document is that we
will “Establish a network of
small groups available to every
member of the congregation”.
I want us now to begin the
work to set these up and I
need your help.
The reason why the PCC
thinks this is a good idea is
biblical. Jesus spent his entire
ministry in the company of his
twelve friends, the disciples.
With them, he visited the homes
and synagogues, the towns and
villages of Galilee; sharing with
the people the happy news that
God loved them and was calling
them to change their lives to be
ones which connected with God
by showing that love and which
therefore were filled with
generosity, forgiveness and a
desire for peace, justice and joy.
Jesus didn’t set up big church
communities and after his
return to heaven and the
coming of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, neither did the
disciples. Even though, in the
book of Acts, hundreds and
even thousands are recorded as
coming to accept the message
Jesus had brought, the first
church communities were
based in people’s houses and
there was no building
programme to enable large

Working together

‘I am excited that this will be an
important development in our life
together and I look forward to
achieving it with you.’
groups who sought to follow
‘The Way’ of Jesus to meet
together. Church buildings and
congregations of 50, 60, 100,
300 followed much later.
Now I am not for one minute
suggesting that these were
somehow the good old days
and that we should abandon
our Sunday morning gatherings
of 100ish people at Christ
Church in favour of small house
gatherings… but, I do think that
without the opportunity for
each member of our
community to belong to a
smaller fellowship where we
can talk and listen, learn and
pray, eat and drink and get to
know people really well, a group

where we quickly get a sense
that we belong and are a part of
the church community, we are
missing something important.

A welcoming church

We like to think that we are a
welcoming church. Every
church likes to think that. On
the whole we do a pretty good
job here at paying attention to
new people and connecting
with those who look as if they
might not know anyone or
what’s going on. We try to draw
such people into a sense that
Christ Church is ‘theirs’ and
that they belong.
However, no matter how good
and careful stewards, PCC

And so to your role. Between
now and September, I’d like you
to let me know, either in person
or by email, what you think
would be the best way to set
these groups up.
In 26 years of ministry, this is
something I’ve never done
before and I’d be grateful if we
did this together. Do we just
divide the electoral roll up into
groups of twelve and invite
them to get going? Do we invite
groups to self-form amongst
those who know each other
already? Do we put lists at the
back of church and get you all to
sign up? Do we begin a study
series using the Church of
England material ‘Pilgrim’ and
form groups to look at that? Do I
identify 20 possible group
‘leaders’ and invite them to
form a group around them? Do
we try to set up ‘street’ or other
geographically based groups?
All suggestions will be very
much welcomed. I am excited
that this will be an important
development in our life together
and I look forward to achieving it
with you. Best wishes
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Wimbledon fortnight is an exciting event for us all in this neck of the
woods, but for Caroline Petch a great serve is of the breakfast kind!

or several years Bill and
I have taken in bed and
breakfast guests
during the Wimbledon
Championships. Bill is part of
the team driving players, their
families, staff and VIPs, so we
feel very much part of the busy
tennis fortnight.
Our first guest who came
back to us for a few years
running was a delightful player
from the Czech Republic called
Renata with her trainer and, if
anyone asked me during that
time about my day, I would
always say that I had been
‘waiting for Renata’... she
maybe would come Friday
or maybe Saturday, or
perhaps Sunday? Depending
on how far she got in the
Championships would mean
that maybe her “Mudder”
would come or her “Fadder” ...
perhaps her “brudder” and her
“brudder’s girlfriend”, so we
would never know when they
were coming or, indeed, how
many there would be, not easy
in a house our size! We forgave
her everything as she and her
entourage were such good fun.
Since then we have had two
charming linesmen (who are
able to tell us fairly accurately
when they will arrive despite
coming from Australia). They
are out all day and in the

Caroline serves up
a great breakfast
for her guests

Double vision

A

Renata
Vorácová

evening join us for a cuppa in
front the television to watch
Tennis Match of the Day,
although I think they would
rather have a change from
tennis after all day spent on
court! They fill us in with
behind-the-scenes gossip,
their views on various players
and some of the fun they have
on the tennis circuit worldwide.
We lay the table in the dining
room with a cloth, napkins,
matching china and a choice
selection of breakfast food and
pretend this is how we would
normally start each day!
Actually, first thing in the
morning and still recovering
from long flights, they usually
just want coffee and their

iPads, so conversation isn’t
required.
Our two linesmen are
arriving on the Christ Church
Open Garden day this year, so I
wonder what they will make of
that. I am sure they would be
delighted to join the last leg of
the afternoon and enjoy tea
and home-made cakes at Dee
and Mukhtar’s, who will also be
waiting for their Aussie line
judges, so I think a couple of
‘tinnies’ will be more
appropriate!

On Good Friday, children of the parish
gathered to hear the story of Christ’s last
day and to make our Easter garden. It is
always very moving telling the sombre
Good Friday story and walking them around
our ‘Stations of the Cross’ pictures. We then
made the garden, had hot cross buns and a
rousing rendition of Lord of the Dance.

t Easter I was given
an armful of tulips
by a cousin and his
wife who came up from
Bristol to visit me. Upon
arranging them, I came
across two red ones with
double heads! Believing
this to be very unusual I
sent a picture of them to
the Editor of the RHS
magazine, The Garden.
A reply came back from
the Chief Horticultural
Advisor at Wisley, Guy
Barter. The letter was so
nice and amusing. He
wrote: “I hope you won’t be
too disappointed when I
say we get rather a lot of
multi-headed tulips sent to
us, in fact I rather amuse
myself by searching the
RHS tulip beds and
borders to see how many
oddities I can find!” He
goes on to say that he
secretly rather likes this
little act of rebellion
against uniformity!
So now we know... but
they are still extraordinary
to me! Elizabeth Fleming

PRAYER

Everything must reveal God to us.
Long prayers are not needed in
order to smile at Christ in the
smallest details of life.

E

xciting plans for the development of
Christ Church’s buildings are
progressing. The plan proposes
selling the land at the front of the
present hall site to the Diocese for the
construction of a new vicarage. The
proceeds Christ Church receives from the
Diocese will fund a new building linked to the
church. This building will provide a multipurpose hall, a meeting room, a Parish
Office, a much improved and enlarged
kitchen and toilet facilities for the church
and hall users.
Following approval of the plans by the
PCC, presentations were made to the
congregation in September last year, which
met with broad support and enthusiasm. As
part of the normal planning process,a preplanning submission was made this Spring
to Merton Council. The Council’s comments
were very positive.
The next stage, this summer, is a public
consultation with our neighbours and other
interested parties such as the local resident
associations. The format will be similar to
the congregational presentation. Following
this, a formal planning application will be
submitted.
Meanwhile, important discussions are
continuing between members of the
Building Development Committee of the
PCC and the Diocese about the sale of the
land. The PCC has appointed a solicitor, with
extensive experience in these matters, to
advise them and ensure that Christ Church
obtains professional and independent
advice . Watch for further updates!
John Davey

Volunteering
The benefits of the voluntary sector extend
far and wide, but have you ever considered
the ways in which volunteers themselves can
gain from the work they do? Jim Finch explains...

O

ne hears in the media
references to the private
and public sectors but less
frequently to the
voluntary (or third ) sector . The
voluntary sector or civil society is
not a new concept and certainly
predates the idea of The Big Society.
For the statistically minded , the
National Council for Voluntary
Organisations (NCVO) has recently
calculated that the Gross Added
Value to the UK economy annually
from the voluntary sector is £11.7
billion and that the Value By Output
annually by volunteers is some
£23.1 billion .
Of the many voluntary
organisations , the contribution
made by “faith” organisations is
significant. Bringing this closer
to home, the social committee,
pastoral care team and those
who help out with transport at
Christ Church are excellent
examples of practical voluntary
action ; also the Faith in Action
Centre in Wimbledon mentioned
in the last issue of the magazine.
Volunteering is not limited to
working for an organisation
however. People may do valuable
community work for their
neighbours or family, which also
falls under the above umbrella –
doing someone’s shopping , child-

minding , befriending ( taking
someone who was housebound out
for a drive or visiting them for
example).
As an interviewer in the Sutton
Volunteer Centre, I have met people
who are looking to change their
career and try something different,
or who are recovering from health
problems and are trying voluntary
work as a gentle return to paid work
etc. Engaging in voluntary work is
recognised as having a two-way
benefit, not only for those being
helped, but also for those who
volunteer, who frequently say they
not only “wish to put something
back”, but also they have gained
from being in contact with other
people and working in the
community.
• There is a national data base
for finding volunteering
opportunities via www.do-it.org,
and there are Volunteer Centres
in Merton, where the staff will
be more than happy to help you
find opportunities to provide
and help – maybe with young
people (mentoring); homeless
people (Crisis, Faith in Action);
the elderly(Age UK) , or maybe
giving professional advice
(Citizens Advice Bureau). Maybe
it is something you would like
to think about.

6

7

Christianity caring
for the community
How a cup of coffee
restored my faith
in charity!

I

sat with my friend in a well-known coffee
shop in a neighbouring town of Venice,
Italy, the city of lights and water. As we
enjoyed our coffee, a man entered and sat at
an empty table beside us. He called the waiter and
placed his order saying, ‘Two cups of coffee, one
of them for the wall.’
We heard this order with interest and observed that
he was served with one cup of coffee but he paid for
two. As soon as he left, the waiter pasted a piece of
paper on the wall saying ‘A Cup of Coffee’.
While we were still there, two other men entered
and ordered three cups of coffee, two on the table
and one on the wall. They had the two cups of coffee
but paid for three and left. This time also, the waiter
did the same; he pasted a piece of paper on the wall
saying,‘A Cup of Coffee’. It was something unique
and perplexing for us. We finished our coffee, paid
the bill and left.
After a few days, we had a chance to go to this
coffee shop again. While we were enjoying our coffee,
a poorly dressed man entered. As he seated himself,
he looked at the wall and said,‘One cup of coffee from
the wall’. The waiter served coffee to this man with the
customary respect and dignity. The man had his
coffee and left without paying and the waiter took
off a piece of paper from the wall and threw it in the
dust bin. Now it was no surprise for us – the matter
was very clear. The great respect for the needy shown
by the inhabitants of this town made our eyes well
up in tears.
Ponder upon the need of what this man wanted...
He enters the coffee shop without having to lower
his self-esteem. He only looked at the wall, placed an
order for himself, enjoyed his coffee and left. Probably
the most beautiful wall you may ever see anywhere!
A friend of Christ Church

I

Trustee of Christian Care, Ann Phillips/
Paterson, on the ways in which the charity
supports those in need in Merton...

n 2009 I was asked by
Pat Spencer to become
a trustee of a local charity,
Christian Care Association,
of which she was the Secretary.
I agreed and met Mr Bert Hyde,
one of the founding members
and driving force of CCA who
was the chairman until his death
in January 2010, and the other
trustees.
The charity was founded in 1967
by Christians from different
churches committed to the relief of
poverty in Merton. Those in need are
still very much with us and,
increasingly, we are supporting
people who are referred to us by
social services or the health service.
We provide the safety net when all
else has failed and the cupboard is
bare. We take food, bedding,
children’s clothes and furniture to
families who are in despair. We
provide a friendly ear for those who
need to talk, for those who have
children with special needs, for those
out of work or in work and struggling

with debt.
We hold a children’s party in
January, take children on a day trip
to Littlehampton in July, send
children to summer activity camps
run by the Church Pastoral Aid
Society and take groups of teenagers
bowling or ice skating.
Christian Care is staffed by
volunteers and we are in need of
more to join us, for example, to
oversee the family support project,
to shop once a fortnight for a family,
to drive the furniture van, to organise
the Littlehampton outing or make
arrangements for the camps. We
collect children’s clothes and baby
equipment, furniture and bedding
and non-perishable foods.
Sometimes we get grants but we
rely on individual and church
support, so we are always very
grateful for donations, which we use
to provide what families need.
• If you think you can help,
do look at our website www.
christiancaremerton.org.uk or call
020 3302 0181 / 07932 628840.

Ch r i st ch u r c h q u i z
The answers to these anagrams relate to a part
of the church. We are sure it will not take you
long to complete! Answers on page 9

R A C Y

A U N T

A V E R Y D R A G
L E T B O W L E R

A–Z OF THE
chu r ch
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for Gargoyles...

The word gargoyle
comes from the
Latin gurgulio,
meaning throat –
a root shared with
the word gargle.
In the days before
pipe-drainage,
rainwater was
thrown clear of the
church through a
projecting spout.
This spout could be
decorated, and so
came to be carved
as the throats of
monstrous beings,
spewing the
rainwater safely
away.
Gargoyles were
intended to scare
away the Devil or
be a symbolic
contrast between
the bedevilled
world outside the
walls of the church
and the sanctuary
within. Above all
they gave
opportunity for
expression –
terrifying, comic,
bawdy, macabre
and rarely very holy
– for local carvers.

Our beautiful garden

S

Come rain or shine, Christ Church’s garden benefits from the work
of a group of volunteers. Could you be one? asks Hazel Bate

ince last September a
team of Kings College
school boys with a
school master have been
coming once a month on Friday
afternoons during school term
time, to help us with
maintaining the gardens. It has
been lovely having the boys to
help us-they work hard with
enthusiasm and a nice sense of
fun. Tea and cake given to them
after they finish are particularly

popular! This is provided by
members of Christ Church
congregation who also allocate
jobs to be done. Occasionally
the boys help with an indoor job
if needed, or when there is
heavy rain.
Some of the flower borders
are cared for by an individual or
a family at Christ Church
looking after a specific border,
or planting flowers for a splash
of summer colour.

We are grateful to all our
volunteers but we need more to
help keep our gardens looking
nice, either to assist with
allocating the jobs needed to
the Kings College boys on a
Friday afternoon or to volunteer
to look after one of the flower
borders. (Supervising the boys
would be roughly every two
months for two hours as part of
a rota. Garden knowledge is not
required.)
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WHO’S WHO

A life enriched...

Former church warden and regular ten-o’clocker, Mark Adams, on how his life as a Christian enhances all aspects of his life
What brought you to Christ
Church?
I moved to Wimbledon in
2002 and, once settled, I
wanted to practise my faith
again as I had previously
attended church regularly up
to my late teens/early twenties.
I arrived at Christ Church in
October 2003, and it has been
my church ever since. Christ
Church is definitely built upon
the people who attend and I
have always felt very
comfortable in the company
of the congregation. Being a
gay man, for whom faith plays
an important role, finding a
church where I felt comfortable
was crucial and my many
positive experiences and
relationships at Christ Church
are the main reason I find it so
easy to keep attending despite
living in Crystal Palace for the
past five years.
What are your work areas
and hobbies?
I work as a primary school
teacher – having retrained five
years ago after a career in hotel
and event management. I love
being in the classroom
interacting with the children in
all the ups and downs of their
learning. All in all it is a very
rewarding way to spend the day
and the best job I have had.
Outside of work I like to read,
listen to music and get to the
cinema or theatre when I can. I
run as a way of keeping fit and
have enjoyed running a few
races in the past year or two. I
love socialising and spending
time with family or friends at
home, down the pub or walking
through the countryside.
Since my dog moved to my
parents I have less reason to go

developing country, possibly
through VSO (Voluntary
Services Overseas) and I am
currently waiting for a suitable
role to come up.

‘I consider myself very lucky. Writing
this has made me realise just how lucky’
walking. I miss Aston’s
company – she was nearly
always by my side, even
accompanying me to a PCC
meeting!
What special memories do
you have and what are you
particularly proud of?
Where to begin... there are so
many special memories. The
stunning view at 5000m in the
High Andes, the birth of my first
nephew, the words ‘all-clear’,
picking my 4 day old godson
out of his incubator for his first
cuddle, floating in the Dead
Sea, finishing the London
Marathon in 2005, the boat
down the Thames for my
30th birthday.
I consider myself very lucky
and writing this has made me
realise just how lucky.
I am particularly proud of
becoming a teacher, finishing
the London Marathon and my

brother in Australia for
everything he has achieved.
Do you have something you
are especially grateful for?
There is nothing I wish had
never happened. I didn’t always
feel like this, but following a
diagnosis and treatment for
testicular cancer I started to
realise that, no matter how
hard, frustrating or painful the
experience, there are always
positive things you can take
away from it. Of course,
remembering that is often
difficult, but it is nevertheless
true. I am grateful for my health,
the amazing people in my life
and having had the opportunity
to explore some amazingly
wonderful and beautiful
corners of the world.
What are your future plans?
I am currently looking into the
opportunity of taking time away
from the UK to teach in a

Is there anything you’d like
to see happen at Christ
Church in the future?
Music is such a powerful way of
celebrating and each Sunday I
can’t help but feel that we don’t
make the most of how hymns
can be sung. Don’t get me
wrong, I love traditional hymns,
but we have done so well
introducing new anthems and
sung responses, using a variety
of tunes. Isn’t it time we
whacked up the tempo on one
of the hymns each week, fire up
the organ and really feel the
power of worship through
‘letting go’!
What difference does being a
Christian make to your life?
I don’t know what difference it
makes, because I haven’t lived
life not being a Christian... God
has been with me since the day
I was born and I have talked,
cried, shouted and whispered
to him for advice and guidance
for 41 years.
As a gay man, some people
within the faith I celebrate still
struggle to accept me and, in
the past, I have had serious
reservations about my
belonging at all. But God made
me and has walked with me my
whole life so of course I belong.
I just hope that, through him,
being a Christian will continually
encourage me to have empathy
for my fellow human beings,
showing that ‘to love one
another’ is indeed the greatest
(and perhaps hardest) of all the
commandments.

To raise a smile!

If you come across any “bloopers” like this,
send them to brendafclark@btinternet.com

Elaine
presents
Marian with
her prize
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CLOSED DUE
TO ILLNESS

Dee and Tish serve up a
delicious strawberry tea

In an office...

In a London Department store...
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Book Club News

T

he Christ Church Book Club meets monthly
at a member’s house. We choose books
which we hope will be of interest and
encourage some discussion- but it is all very
informal! Our next meeting is at 35b Arterberry
Road at 8pm. We will be discussing The Old Ways:
A Journey By Foot by Robert Macfarlane. On
September 2nd at 8pm we will be meeting at 16
Montana Road to discuss Goodbye To All That by
Robert Graves. We look forward to seeing you.

Open Garden day

T

A columbine at Gerald and
Hazel’s garden

his annul event has become a highlight
for garden enthusiasts in the parish. We
started at Holmhurst where Grace gave
us the grand tour of the beautiful
communal gardens – every corner bursting with
colour. Then it was down the hill to Gerald and
Hazel’s, with highlights including lily pads, a
cherry tree laden with fruit the size of apples, an
amazing South African canna and pretty
columbine. Mo and Mike’s was next with a
stunning pink spectrum border, then on to
Mo gives Julie and Val the
Caroline’s where the children had fun on the
tour of Mike’s handiwork
swing and we were all amazed by her brilliant
tips to ward off wasps! At the final garden (Dee’s), Caroline’s
garden
a delicious strawberry tea was served and the
winner of the garden quiz – Marian Crutchfield –
was presented with a gerbera for answering all
eight of Elaine’s questions correctly.

H

A – Z O F T H E chu r ch

for Holy...

The modern English word “Holy” derives from the Old
English word “hagios”, meaning “different”. This comes
from the Hebrew “qadosh” meaning “to be set apart for a
special purpose”. To be “Holy” is to be unlike everything
commonplace. The words of Jesus in 1 Peter ch.1 are “be
holy because I am holy”– which is challenging for us but
also means we’ve been chosen for a special purpose.

Answers to quiz on page 6
1. Sanctuary, 2. Graveyard, 3. Belltower
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Parish Retreat
at Wychcroft

A

t the end of February eight members of
Christ Church and four from St. Peter
and St. Paul, Mitcham, gathered at
Wychcroft Retreat Centre in Surrey for
a quiet, thoughtful weekend together. The staff
are outstandingly good at discreetly providing a
modest but clean and comfortable environment,
with simple but delicious food regularly
provided.
The weekend was led jointly by Rev. Richard
Lane and Rev John Ansell, the theme being “the
journey of the people of God from the time in
the wilderness, and his Passion”. We were
invited to think about our own imminent
journey through Lent and what maybe we
needed to change to help us be more alive to
God’s word in us.
Richard spoke movingly about Jesus’ feelings
of agonising disappointment at the lack of
response to His message- turning away from
Him, betraying Him or attacking Him. How
would we have behaved at that time? After
Friday night’s introductions we spent Saturday
mostly without conversation. We prayed and
sang together, (and also asked one another for
the salt and pepper at meals!) but we were
invited to be silent for the rest of the time – a bit
daunting maybe, but it was perfectly possible to

At Junior Church,
we hope to teach
the childern
many valuable
and memorable
things from the
bible. In May
we talked about
the the path to
‘God’s House’
and the fact that
there is a room
for all of us
there. Alice and
Eleftheria, show
us the way!

In a nutshell with...

Bishop Harry Watson
WIMBLEDON
NATIONAL TRUST
express our companionship with a
smile, leaving a lot of space remaining for
thought.
Looking at the timetable, people might have
thought that the formal structure, with several
daily talks and services, might have felt
oppressive, or resulted in too little time for
recovery and “me-time”. Rather than that,
though, the formal timetable recognised and
required time alone with God.
The weather was bright and sunny and we
had plenty of time to stroll through the Surrey
countryside, noting flood and storm damage,
but also the beauty of God’s handiwork. The lack
of the busyness of life, which often fills almost
every waking moment of our ordinary lives, left
more feeling of the adequacy of space and time.
The retreat ended with a thoughtful liturgy at
the end of which we blessed one another,
affirming that we were each and every one,
the beloved child of our Father in heaven.
A good weekend.
Felicity Banks and Julie Barnes

I

expect many of you
reading this will be
members of the
National Trust, but did you
know there is also a
Wimbledon National Trust
Association?
The Wimbledon NT
Association was formed in
1982 and has since then
raised £100,000 for various
NT projects. Unlike many
Associations we do not have
a stately home in the area,
but we support a local
property, Morden Hall Park
which is well worth a visit.
The Stable Yard has been
re-developed and is now an
energy-efficient visitor
centre with hands-on
activities for children. The
Wimbledon NT Association
has provided notice boards,
gardening and educational
equipment.
The Wimbledon
Association currently has
350 members and a series
of six lectures is organised
by the committee of
volunteers on saturday
afternoons in winter in the
hall at Christ Church. During
the summer months we
organise a programme and
visits to venues in and
around London. This year
visits include the Churchill
War Rooms, William Morris
Museum, Hughenden, and
Arundel. We also organise
two holidays each year.
Do come along – we
would love to see you! For
more information please
contact Lynda Coleman,
or visit the website:
www.wnta.btck.co.uk

Many of you will know Harry as a regular member of our 10am
congregation, but did you know that he is himself a Bishop?

H

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION

Did you know you can take out an annual
subscription for the Christ Church
magazine for £7.50 for 3 copies. The
easiest way is to put a cheque or
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Welcome from
the Editor...

We hope you enjoy
this
summer edition
of the
0HG
magazine.
Copse Hill, West Wimbledon, SW20
Church,
Christ
Thank
you to
all who have contributed

arry
was
born in
Bermuda in
1945. He has
spent most of
his life in
Bermuda and
the USA.
Harry has
attended
church since
he was a boy.
He always
knew he
wanted to do
something in
the church.
He was a good
singer and
sang in the
choir both as
a choirboy and
an adult. He
started his
work in the
church by helping in Sunday school
with teenagers. In his thirties he did
his ministerial training and was
ordained as a minister in the AME
(African Methodist Episcopal)
church. Later he became a Pastor of
the Barnes United Methodist Church
School Ministries.
Much of his ministry, his academic
training and work was based in Ohio. He
studied at Ohio University, gained a BSc
in Communications in 1988 and a PhD
in Psychology in 1998. He worked in a
local hospital as a psychologist for 5
years which he very much enjoyed. He
liked dealing with people and
particularly working with young people,
which included lecturing at Ohio
university.
Eventually Harry moved to full time
ministry in the USA. He was made a
Bishop of the United Holy Conference of
Revival churches (similar to the Baptist
church) in 2006.

Harry
moved to
the UK as a
minster at
the New
Testament
Church of
God, Brixton.
In 2009 he
was taken ill
and moved to
live at
Rosemary
Lodge as well
as joining us
at Christ
Church. Other
members of
Christ Church
who lived at
Rosemary
Lodge used
to say if they
had a
theological
question they
would always ask Harry for the answer.
So what does he enjoy? At Rosemary
Lodge he always liked to sit in the sun
with a view of the garden and still
appreciates time outdoors. His
favourite food is West Indian ‘peas and
rice’. He likes watching films relating to
Bermuda.
What he likes about Christ
Church is the people. He is always
delighted to see other members of the
congregation and in particular enjoys
watching the children play and present
their Junior church activities.
Harry still loves choral and classical
music and enjoys attending the Jigsaw
Players concerts at Christ Church.
He now lives at Carter House following
the closure of Rosemary Lodge and is
always pleased to see friends from
Christ Church. In a nutshell Harry said
he thanked the Lord for what he had
done in his life.
Hazel Bate

What Harry likes about
Christ Church is the
people and the music!
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Pinnacles of the parish
On my table here are two copies
of the “Parish News”. These words
printed out in red for Autumn,
Spring has blue. What will come
for summer –perhaps yellow or green –
I wonder? Both magazines are full of articles,
pictures and news. And members from the
congregation can send in their views.
Carefully I go through the pages, then put
them down. Yet reading them through
again and again there’s always something
more to be found.
The children’s remarks are such a delight
and the A-Z of the church shows words in a
different light; but that dramatic picture of the
Shard is something to be treasured and
remembered – reflecting and gleaming – it
towers up so high. And there at the top are the
pinnacles pointing like arrows into the sky.
The Shard’s details are given too at the side.
Thank you Brenda for sharing your big
adventure. Elizabeth Flemming
10

View from the Shard

F

On retirement...
Lord, teach me to
slow my pace,
to leave behind the
frantic bustle,
help me to unwin
d.
Past history now,
the need to toil and
strive,
but grant Lord,
that I do not lose
the drive
for self-improvem
ent.
Help me to find some
useful way to exercis
e my mind.
Give me some height
s to scale,
new skills to share,
new friends to make,
fresh causes for concer
n.
Grant that I may
enjoy
the sweet delights
of
grandchildren
without the sleeple
ss nights

.

Help me to help where
needed,
otherwise let me resist
the
temptation to advise
.
Teach me to find
the time,
Lord, to be still,
but let me not have
too much time to
kill,
and if old age and
I
come face to face,
help me to greet it
kindly
with good grace.
Amen.

Brenda Clark scales
the heights for the best
view in town...

or my birthday this
year, my son
bought me a ticket
to go up to the top
of the Shard. It was
a great idea as I will
happily spend any
spare time I have
in
London, and I agree
with Dr. Johnson...“A
man
who tires of London
tires of life”.
I have heard very
mixed views about
the
modern buildings
in London and from
the
Shard of course, one
has close-up views
of the
“Gherkin” and “Chees
egrater” and other
new
buildings. The nearest
one in height is “One
Canada Square”
at 771ft. I wonder
what
London residents
made of the Palace
of
Westminster and
St. Paul’s Cathed
ral when
they were built?
The Shard is the tallest
building in Western
Europe at a height
of 1016ft. It has 95
storeys,
and 44 lifts. Within
the building are offices,
restaurants and bars,
public galleries and
residential apartm
ents. The design consists
of
tapering glass facets
not meeting at the
topresembling shards
of glass, and took
three
years to build. From
the top one has unique
views of 35 miles
in each direction.
There are
small computer screens
which can be pointed
in any direction to
identify sites and
buildings.
Two things struck
my friend and I immedi
atelyfirstly, seeing the
River Thames winding
round
from the Thames
barrier through London
and
out towards Chelsea
; then, looking down
at the
trains coming in and
out of London Bridge
Station was like looking
at a model railway!
Immediately below
us was Southwark
Cathedral, again,
like a toy model.
Once up at the top,
one can stay up there
as
long as you want
to- it was a truly amazin
g
experience.
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Summer Diary 2014
Sunday 22nd June

Friday 11th July

Thursday 31st July

1ST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

6.30pm Children’s Choir

9.30am Prayer Group

Sunday 13th July

Sunday 3rd August

8am

Holy Communion

4TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

7TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

10am

Parish Eucharist

6.30pm Communion Service

8am

Holy Communion

10am

Parish Eucharist

6.30pm BCP Evensong

6.30pm BCP Evensong
Sunday 31st August

8am

Holy Communion

8am

Holy Communion

Thursday 26th June

10am

Parish Eucharist

10am

Celebrate Together

9.30am Bruno Bear

11.30am	Family Service with

9.30am Prayer Group

6.30pm BCP Evensong

Thursday 28th August
9.30am Prayer Group

Baptism
6.30pm	Contemporary Evening

Friday 27th June

Prayer

Tuesday 5th August
Saturday 30th August

No Holy communion

6.30pm Children’s Choir
Sunday 29th June

2pm
Thursday 17th July

Thursday 7th August

9.30am Prayer Group

Wedding

Wedding

ST PETER & ST PAUL
8am

Holy Communion

Friday 18th July

Sunday 10th August

10am

Parish Eucharist

6.30pm Children’s Choir

8TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am

Holy Communion

Saturday 19th July

10am

Parish Eucharist

2.30pm Wedding

6.30pm	Contemporary Evening

6.30pm Communion Service
Tuesday 1st July
11am

Holy Communion

Prayer
Sunday 20th July

Thursday 3rd July

5TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

Thursday 14th August

9.30am Bruno Bear

8am

Holy Communion

9.30am Prayer Group

9.30am Prayer Group

10am

Parish Eucharist

6.30pm	Contemporary Evening
Friday 4th July

Prayer

6.30pm Children’s Choir
Sunday 6th July

Sunday 17th August
9TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am

Holy Communion

Monday 21st July

10am

Parish Eucharist

8pm

6.30pm	Contemporary Evening

Book Club

3RD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am

Holy Communion

10am	Celebrate Together

Prayer
Thursday 24th July			
9.30am Prayer Group

Don’t miss...
Saturday July 19th, 7.30pm
Evening of Summer Music
...with the Christ Church
choirs, the South London
Brass Ensemble and the
South London Chamber
Players. The concert will
also include a performance
of J.S.Bach’s Brandenberg
Concerto No. 5 for violin,
flute and harpsichord.
Entry FREE!

Thursday 21st August
9.30am Prayer Group

followed by sermon
Sunday 27th July

discussion
6.30pm BCP Evensong

6TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

Sunday 24th August

8am

Holy Communion

10TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

Thursday 10th July 		

10am

Parish Eucharist

8am

Holy Communion

9.30am Bruno Bear

6.30pm BCP Evensong

10am

Parish Eucharist

Final session until September		

11.30am	Family Service with

9.30am Prayer Group

Baptism

Thank you to all our contributors...
We hope you’ve enjoyed this issue and thank all of
you who have contributed. We’d love to hear your
thoughts and would welcome any feature ideas, memories and
photographs you have. We already have some exciting ideas for the
next issue. Email the Editor Brenda on brendafclark@btinternet.com
or Art Editor Naomi on naomi.lowe@blueyonder.co.uk

How to get in touch
Vicar: The Revd Richard Lane,
16 Copse Hill, SW20 OHG.
020 8946 4491
westwimbledon@btinternet.com
Parish Office opening hours: 10am - 12 noon,
Tuesday to Friday.
ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.christchurch-westwimbledon.org.

