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Christ Church, Copse Hill, West Wimbledon, SW20 0HG

Welcome to the Spring
issue of the parish
magazine. It is your
contributions which add
such colour and interest
to it, so please keep them
coming – photographs,
stories, comments,
and especially letters.
You can send them
to me either by email
at brendafclark@
btinternet.com, or leave
a note at the cross aisle.
We love hearing from
you. See you in the
summer!
Many thanks.

Brenda

PRAYER
Let nothing trouble you
Let nothing frighten you
All things pass away
God never changes
Patience obtains
all things
Nothing is wanting for
those who possess God
God alone suffices.
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Church hall and vicarage
development update
We are now at a critical stage in the process of getting our new building...

T

he development of the
new church hall and
vicarage has entered a
critical stage. The plans
and related reports have been
filed with the London Borough
of Merton for consideration.
Prior to filing the planning
application, the architect, Geoff
Crowther, and various
members of the PCC and
Building Development
Committee (BDC) met with
local residents to discuss the
plans and answer any
questions. The overwhelming
response from the public was
extremely positive. In addition,
Geoff and Richard met with
Christ Church’s nearest
neighbours to discuss the
impact the building plans

would have on them. This was a
very useful process and we
were able to reassure them that
we have taken their concerns
into consideration before
finalising the design.
Now we must wait for the
decision of Merton’s planning
department. Unfortunately, it
is difficult to predict when a
decision will be reached.
In the meantime, the BDC

continues to work on various
agreements and contracts with
the Diocese and other parties
involved in the project. Detailed
design specifications required
for the tendering process will
not commence until we have
confirmation that the planning
application has been approved.
Assuming our application is
successful, construction will not
commence until this autumn.

CANDLEMAS

We celebrated the Feast
of Candlemas on the 1st
February, which is the Patronal
Festival of Christ Church.
The 10am service saw a
candlelit procession to the
altar and at the evening service
we had our very own Songs of
Praise, with all the hymns and
readings chosen by members
of the congregation.
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To raise a smile!

If you come across any
“bloopers” like these, send them to
brendafclark@btinternet.com
1 Explain the
phrase free press.

When your
mum irons your
trousers for you.

2 What is
conditional
probability?

Maybe,
maybe not

Angels live in cloud houses made
by God and His Son, who’s a very good
carpenter (Jared- age 8)

Dear All, For this edition of the parish magazine, our
editor asked me to write about prayer. It’s a big subject –
there have been libraries worth of books written on it.
So what can I helpfully say in the space of a few words? Well one
good thing might be to simply stop here and invite you to a few
minutes silence where the rest of this article might have been...
For many, our lives are full to the brim with stuff; with things
to do, to watch, to think or worry about. Lots of our attempts at
prayer are overcrowded with thoughts and words and a felt
need to express in poetic language what is deep in our heart.
Much good prayer puts aside all this in favour of simply being
with God with not a word in our head. For God knows very well
what you and I want, need and are worried about before we
ever put the thought into words ourselves.
So sit in that safe embrace of the God who loves you and
knows you better than you know yourself without feeling that
you need to capture any of it with words. Listen to and look at
what is around you in your room and outside the house. If you
need any words at all, try one at a time: thank-you, help, sorry.
If you’re feeling restless and sitting still isn’t right for the
moment, go for a walk (or a run). Look and listen carefully and
keep the words to a minimum.

‘Find at least a few seconds in which
you picture yourself sitting still, wholly
enfolded in the loving embrace of God’

A stylist in our midsts

O

ur Christmas decorations were
given a stylish makeover by Junior
Churcher, Olivia (middle) with her
trusty helpers: sister Lucy (right), and
fellow Junior Churcher, Sophie (left). With
her eye for detail Olivia led the decorating
team with creative flair to create a
beautifuly tree in time for the Crib service.

Perhaps you know someone who needs your prayer. Sit or
walk and hold a picture of that person in your mind. Envision
what you hope or want for them, be as literal as you like.
Imagine cancer cells dying, problems resolving, relationships
healing, energy returning, whatever it is.
You may be very angry. Better than be angry with your
husband, wife, partner, or child, it’s ok to be angry with God. In
fact I’ve read that at some point in every person’s life it is
essential to get angry with God. In our weakness and failure, in
our struggle and in the face of disaster, we feel we live each day
in the presence of a perpetually perfect God who feels quite
apart from the mundane daily hardships of human life. It’s ok
for God, he hasn’t got a mortgage, evil work colleagues,
adolescent kids, bills, debt, aged parents etc. So be angry. Say
you’re angry. God still loves you however much you shout at him!
The most important thing is to give it a go. You don’t have to
be good at words. Listen and watch for God in the world and
especially the people around you. God is there. Each day try to
find at least a few seconds in which you picture yourself sitting
still, wholly enfolded in the loving embrace of the God who
treasures every hair on your silly, weak, fallible, imperfect head;
an embrace that holds you tight and keeps you safe and
reminds you just how precious you are.
Best wishes, Richard
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K

for King
James Bible...

James 1
(1566-1625)
commissioned a
new translation of
the entire Bible into
English and it still
bears his name
today. It was
completed in 1611
and is also known
as the Authorised
Version. The Old
Testament was
translated from
Hebrew and
Aramaic text and
the New Testament
from Greek text. It
was the third
translation to be
approved by English
church authorities
and with the
development of
printing, this
version of the Bible
became the most
widely printed book
in history.

SOUTH LONDON GROUP OF THE
PRISONERS’ EDUCATION TRUST

Join friends and family
for a brain teasing

QUIZ & CURRY
EVENING
Friday March 13th
7pm for 7.30pm
at the Blossom School,
The Drive, SW20
Call 020 3752 5680
for tickets

What it means to be
part of Christ Church

I

Jane Galloway and her family love our community spirit...

t sounds ridiculous, but we really used to
struggle to get out of the door by 9.45am on
a Sunday morning in order to make the 10am
service. The morning would be a flurry of
activity – plans to leave early and walk to church
scuppered by the demands of toddlers.
But somehow we always seemed to manage it
(inevitably by car), by the skin of our teeth. Finding
‘our’ pew empty (in the cross aisle, easier to place
the pram), we would quietly take our places – well,
as quietly as one can with two little and
vocal boys and all the accompanying
paraphernalia – acknowledging the
smiling faces of those we’d come to
know, and join in with worship.
As the boys got older, and I returned
to work full time, the swimming classes
they used to take mid-week had to shift
to a Sunday morning. We now impress ourselves
by being out of the house at 8.30am on the dot,
ready for Max’s class at 9am and Um’s* by
9.30am. All this means that we no longer manage
to make church in the regular way that we used to.
On the 2nd November, the boys had a half term
from their classes and I found myself yearning to
visit Christ Church again. Expecting no one to
remember us, we quietly slipped in and found a
pew; wonderfully enough,‘our’ pew. My eyes
made contact with one of the regular church
goers and I was touched, surprised and
delighted as his face lit up and he came over to

greet us. I was welcomed with a hug and a genuine
enquiry of how we all were. Another once-seenevery-Sunday friend mentioned that she had
been thinking of us only that morning; a
coincidence which warmed me. When the
children were invited down to the altar by
Richard, he greeted them like old friends.
At the end of the service, we caught up with
yet more long-time-no-see friends, each one
making us feel like the missing part of an
overwhelmingly kind, inclusive
and openhearted family. Enquiries
of health were made, reassurances
of belonging given. It must be over
a year since we’d managed to make
a service and yet my community
(for it is mine) at Christ Church
made us feel like it was no time at all.
It was exactly what I needed, and yet had no
expectation would happen.
Being part of Christ Church is being part of a
wide and varied community with compassion at
its core. I know we will struggle to get to church
again for a little while, but I also know that when we
do, we will all of us be welcomed with open arms
and genuine warmth, for this is what it means to
be part of Christ Church. And I am grateful.

‘His face lit
up and he
came over
to greet us’

*Um is our youngest son. Max couldn’t say
‘William’ when he was born, instead substituting
‘Um’. It stuck!
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Collecting for
Christian Aid

Eleven-year-old Maya Lane helps her mum
with this valuable collection and finds that it’s
the personal touch that makes the difference...

The quick quiz
Answers below

1. Which religious leader was named TIME magazine
“Person of the year” in 2013?
2. Which cousin of Queen Elizabeth II was born on
Christmas Day, 1936?
3. In a game of chess, each player
starts with how many pawns?
4. Who are the two players with the
initials B.B. to have won the men’s
singles at Wimbledon?
5. Which is the only city in the
world to span two continents?
6. Which renowned comedian,
actor and wit said, “I never forget
a face, but in your case I’d be glad
to make an exception”?

ANSWERS
1. Pope Francis 2. Princess Alexandra 3. 8
4. Boris Becker/ Bjorn Borg 5. Istanbul 6.Groucho Marx

I

have been collecting
for Christian Aid week
for several years (with
a little help from my
mum!) and I’d like to share
my experience with you.
It feels really good to be
able to help out in a practical
way and really doesn’t take
too much effort. I think I have
been the most successful in
the last two years by
trying to take
a really
personal
approach.
I collect in
the roads
around
where I live
and I usually
post a hand
written
letter (that I photocopy)
and attach the
collecting envelope too
and post it through
everyone’s door. In the

letter I like to explain in my
own words what a wonderful
charity Christian Aid is, and
give people some ideas
about how much they could
donate and what impact it
could have. I then tell people
when I will come back to
collect the envelopes. It
usually takes me a few hours
to do my collecting over one
or two evenings.
I love talking and
so it is a great
excuse to catch
up with
neighbours,
or say hello to
someone new.
I think people
appreciate
the handwritten
note, and so, quite a
lot of people do donate a
little something! Why not
give it a try this year?
• Christian Aid Week
2015 is May 10th-16th

Plotting 2015 activities

T

he Kung Fu Hamsters youth group met up
in January for a start of the year Pizza to
plan their activities for the year. Dinosaur
Golf, paint balling, and many such things were
discussed, but the next big event in the diary, is
planned for Friday 27th February, where KFH are
planning their own special Master Chef entitled,
Hamster Chef. They are planning to compete with
two teams, and Greg Wallace and John Torode
(AKA Mark and Tish) will taste the spoils. We’ll
report how it went in the next issue.
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BAPTISMS
JUNIOR CHURCH NATIVITY
NOVEMBER
Benjamin Barke
Freddy Butler
Matthew Richards

DECEMEBER
Charlie Butler
Matthew Hill Scott
Samuel Sonnenberg
Oscar Sonnenberg

FEBRUARY
Isabella Edwards
Edith Williams
Elena Mitrikaite
Rebeka Mitrikaite

We welcome you all
into the family at
Christ Church.

Did you know we send
‘Anniversary of baptism’
cards for each child/person
who has been baptised at
Christ Church? We send
them on the anniversary
of their baptism for five
years after that date.

A hard act to follow!

O

n December 14th Junior Church
gave their eagerly-awaited Nativity
presentation as part of the 10am
service. This year, we asked a lot of our
young performers and they didn’t
disappoint! Not only did the cast perform
brilliantly on the day, but they had also
created a number of signs and props during
the weeks leading up to the performance,
which really made the production their own.
The action centred around a grumpy
innkeeper and his wife, who were disturbed
by a never-ending stream of unexpected
guests on the night of Jesus’ birth. The
children all looked amazing in their newly
re-vamped costumes (thank you Kate and
Cathy) and they all spoke and sang with
great confidence. It was fantastic that they
had taken the time to practice at home and
their enthusiasm was infectious. This year
really was their Nativity even down to the
blast of Stevie Wonder (thank you for that
idea Eleftheria).
Hopefully the congregation enjoyed the
Nativity as much as the children. Several
performers asked afterwards if they could
go back and do it all over again! A huge
thank you to all the JC helpers, Richard the
organist and of course the fabulous cast of
Jesus’ Christmas Party. We’re looking
forward to next year’s Nativity already!
Tish Mousell

Rave reviews
for all the
cast and
Steve
Wonder!
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Raynes Park Association

O

Chris Larkman, Chair of the Raynes Park Association – an
organisation comprising of residents associations, businesses and
other groups – keeps us up-to-date with on-going local projects

n the 5th
December
we held our
Christmas
Celebration in
Raynes Park –
managed by Mark
Williamson (My
Raynes Park) in
conjunction with the
Raynes Park
Association. The
weather was good
The living crib was one
and many enjoyed
of the highlights of our
the events, including
Christmas projects
a crib with live
animals, choirs,
rather than the current eight.
Father Christmas, mince pies
The response to complaints
and mulled wine. We’re
about short trains at
planning an even better event
weekends is that there is a
this Christmas, on Friday 4th
shortage of rolling stock and
December – so put the date
repairs are done at
in your diary now!
weekends. We now have two
weekday trains starting their
journey to London from
During the past year there
Raynes Park – 7.21am and
has been some clearing and
9.22am, so there are plenty
planting of shrubs on the
of seats on these trains!
railway embankments. In the
spring and summer, some
lovely growth developed but
by autumn it all looked a bit
The most significant project
shabby again. The good news
we are campaigning for is the
is that Network Rail has now
development of the area to
agreed to fund a tidy up and
the south of the ‘Skew Arch’.
re-planting four times a year
It is hoped to make the
– the first of these happened
road single carriageway and
just recently. I regularly do my
to create a public space in
good deed of the day by
front of the railway. We have
collecting a sack of rubbish
also applied for funds to
from the embankment – I do
provide a lay-by for
this by means of my long
customers using the shops at
arms and a litter picker!
the rear of Waitrose, thus
We continue to campaign
continuing the
for improvements to the poor
improvements which have
state of decoration of the
already taken place on that
exterior of the station and
section of West Barnes Lane.
footbridge.
The Travelodge (over the
Before too long we should
Post Office) will open shortly.
be seeing ten carriage trains,
The Post Office has had a

The Railway

New projects

DISCOVERING
PROVERBS

A friend and I are reading
the Old Testament together
and have reached the Book
of Proverbs. We have been
intrigued by how relevant
they are today and I thought
you might be interested to
see some of them. Your
comments will be most
welcome.

reprieve and will not now be
closing. The tree planting in
Lambton Road has
completed the upgrading of
the pavements in this area.
We’re hoping for some of the
GLA cycle route money to
come to Raynes Park which
should, we hope, be
beneficial not just for cyclists
but for pedestrians too.
Plans for the Rainbow
Estate (the area surrounded
by railway lines) have now
been submitted for planning
approval. Controversially,
the plans include some
residential units together
with light industry. If
approved, the developers will
be providing a drop-off point
for station users.
The next Raynes Park
Community Forum is at
7.15pm, March 15th at Raynes
Park Library. Our Councillors
are always represented as are
council officers and local
health managers. You will be
most welcome to attend. For
advance notice of these
meetings please email me
chrislarkman@gmail.com

Trust in your money
and down you go!
But the godly
flourish like leaves
in the spring.
PROVERBS-11;28

Worry weighs
a person down;
an encouraging word
cheers a person up.
PROVERBS-12;25

Chamber
Music
An evening of

In aid of Christ Church
tickets

Music by

Mozart
Haydn
Brahms
Poulenc

£15
each

Private venue in Wimbledon Village
To get your tickets email
richard.hall91@btinternet.com or
call 07528366075 by Friday 6th March

SAT 7th March, 7.30pm
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Burns Night...
The Christ
Church way
This annual event is the best way
to brighten up a cold January evening

O

n a dark, dingy,
wintery, cold
and blustery
night, the Christ
Church Hall exploded
with warmth, vibrance,
and expertise!
The warmth was
helped by the defrosting
qualities of many fine
malt whiskies, the
vibrance by the
exuberant guests –
many in kilts and of all
ages. Eleftheria was our
youngest and the eldest

should not be revealed.
Expertise was bought
on by the wonderful
Piper and Caller, who got
us all dancing, and the
really excellent food.
Dee’s Tipsy Whisky
Trifle was a bit of a hit,
and of course,
McMuktar Babar’s most
wonderful Haggis –
thank you Muks.
All in all a lovely,
funny and warm
evening! Thank you
Robbie Burns.

Mark learns the jig
from our Scottish
dancing caller

Mike does the
honours with
the haggis

All are welcome!
New friends and old

Have pass, will travel!

W

hat an absolute boon the Freedom Pass is for those of us who
live in Greater London. All my friends and family who are over
sixty and do not live in London are so jealous! There is not a day
goes by when I haven’t used mine, and now, not having a
car, it is even more valuable. If I am at a loose end – it
doesn’t happen often! – I can go out to exhibitions,
concerts, theatres, walks, or meet up with friends. I can hop
on a bus anywhere without thinking about it. We would love
to hear from you... How often do you use your pass? Where
do you go with it? How would you react if the GLC decided
to do away with it? Do let us know.

FLASH IN A PAN!
Pancakes with delicious fillings
– healthy and not so healthy – at
the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party
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PRAYER
God bless
the place where I live;
give blessing to all
that it holds.
God bless
the journeys I make;
give blessing
to travel and rest.
God bless
the words that I speak;
give blessing
to silence and talk.
God shield
my heart from guilt;
fill my body
and spirit with joy.
God let
my spirit rise up;
let the darkness in me
go down.
God shield
my heart from distress;
give protection
from evil and wrong.
God bless
my body and my soul;
so that I can
live life to the full.

Wimbledon
Foodbank

W

imbledon Foodbank is part of The
Tressell Trust’s UK-wide
foodbank network. This helps
local churches and communities
to open foodbanks, providing emergency food
to thousands of people nationwide every year.
Today in Wimbledon there are families
struggling to put food on the table. For people
on low incomes, a sudden crisis (redundancy,
benefit delay, or even an unexpected bill) can
mean going hungry. At the back of church are

boxes where you are invited to donate items of
food, which will be taken to the local centre.
Items such as soup; tins of fruit and meat; tea
bags/instant coffee; rice/pasta and biscuits/
snack bars will be most welcome.
Thank you.

CTWW United Service

O

n 25th January, at
the end of the Week
of Prayer for
Christian Unity,
Churches Together in West
Wimbledon held their annual
United Service.
CTWW works to improve
ecumenical relations between
the different churches and
denominations in West
Wimbledon. Joining together
for the United Service (and for
the outdoor service on Good
Friday) is an important
expression of unity within
diversity. This year the service
was organised by Raynes Park
Community Church and was
held in Raynes Park Methodist
Church.

An address was given by
Daniel Sinclair from Christian
Solidarity Worldwide, an
organisation based in New
Malden, but with a reach
around the world. It is a
Christian organisation
defending the right to freedom
of religion and belief, not only
for Christians but for everyone,
as a fundamental human right.
It is a right which nearly every
country has promised to
protect, but in reality religious
minorities in many countries
across the world suffer
persecution and even death
because of their religion.
Daniel described how CSW
visits countries to gather
evidence of human rights

abuses and then seeks to
inform policy makers and the
media through reports and
briefings, often providing a safe
platform for victims of religious
freedom abuses to give their
testimony. The accuracy of
CSW’s information is respected
and it regularly testifies to the
UN Human Rights Council, the
EU and the British Government.
At local level CSW is also
trying to tackle the issue of hate
speech, expressions of
religious hatred which can lead
to religious freedom violations.
• For more information go to
www.csw.org.uk

Carols & crackers!

T

he annual Parish Christmas
lunch took place on
Thursday 18th December.
The event was well attended, with
over twenty guests, pulling
crackers, wearing paper hats and
sharing the usual cracker jokes!
Red and white wine was served
during the meal – chicken with

roast potatoes and vegetables, hot
mince pies and ice cream. Lunch
was finished off with tea and coffee
and a sing song of Christmas
carols, accompanied by Richard
Hall on the piano and conducted by
Vicar Richard. A big thank you to
the Pastoral team who organised
this everything.

Richard and Rich helped the
Christmas lunch go with a swing
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Food for thought
THE PARABLE OF THE
LOAVES AND FISHES
John 6, v1-14

In a nutshell with...

Mike Hammond

Christ Church server and Social Committee stalwart reflects on life so far...

I

first came to Christ Church when we
decided to get our two girls
confirmed. We had a chat with Vic
Reid and after Claire and Laura had
attended confirmation lessons, they
were both confirmed. We checked all the
local churches and decided Christ
Church suited us fine.
That was twenty years
ago and we’ll probably
stay here now!
I was converted by
Billy Graham way back
when I was in the Scouts
and after the initial surge
I gradually fell away from
regular church
attendance.
Mo and I got married and lived in Canada
for five years. On returning to the UK
I started my business called Action
Graphics. We supplied printers for thirty five
years with all their pre-press needs, artwork,
scans, films and lithographic printing plates.
Sadly there didn’t seem enough time for
regular church attendance.

During this time I became a BSAC
instructor and taught sub aqua diving for
ten years and made many good friends. I
also took up sailing in a Laser dinghy and
taught my daughters how to sail. Now I play
golf, a much less strenuous sport!
My future plan is to slow down, enjoy life,
play better golf and be a
fun grandfather!
I am very proud of my
wife who has supported
me over all these years
and our two daughters
who have made good
marriages and are
successful in their
working lives. We have
three grandchildren so
far, Hector, Edward and Charlie. Mo and I
will, later this year, celebrate our golden
wedding anniversary.
I am also a Freemason whose message is
brotherly love, relief and truth, a concept I
hold dearly. It marries very well, I think, with
being a Christian and trying to live a life
which is an example to others.

“We decided Christ
Church suited us
fine – that was
twenty years ago
and we’ll probably
stay here now!”

We would like you to have
another look at this well known
story from the Bible and see
what thoughts come into your
head as you read it...
Where do I place myself in this
wonderful scene?
• In the crowd?
• With Philip and Andrew?
• With the boy who risks letting
his lunch go?
• Do I hold out empty hands for
bread and fish?
• Do I help tidy up?
• Do I catch on to what has
happened?
• Do I go with Jesus as he
‘escapes up the mountain’?
Taken from “Sacred Space”- a
daily Bible-reading book
published annually by the Irish
Jesuits. www.sacredspace.ie

Dates for your diary... 
5th July
Summer Bring and Share Lunch
17th October Quiz Night
29th November Advent Fair
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Bill Petch ~ The Odd Job Man
Ever wondered how those practical little jobs in the church and hall get fixed? Read on...

T

en years ago, when I had
retired from regular
employment, I was talking to
one of the churchwardens who
was telling me how much the church
was charged for mowing the grass. “I
will do it for half that price” I said, and
a new career was launched!
From there I took on the mantle of odd
job man for both the church and the
church hall. It has been in some ways
quite educational and without a doubt
mind broadening. My jobs in the church
have included repairing pews,
re-attaching communion rails, securing
windows after break ins, changing
innumerable light bulbs, removing
carpets and painting steps white for the
inevitable Health and Safety checks.
The jobs in the hall have included

PCC
News

T

he PCC (Parochial
Church Council)
met for the first
time this year in
January. Lots of things
were talked about, here is a
round-up of the most
interesting.

The organ

Our organ is continuing to
show signs of age. It has been
serving us in Church for more
than fifty years but now, even
though it still sounds OK, it is

in need of repair, restoration
or even replacement. We
have had a visit from Harry
Bramma from the Diocese
who played the organ at
Southwark Cathedral and
who has also played ours. No
comparison I’m sure but he
said our organ was very
adequate! He has given us
some very useful advice; we
have decided to appoint a
professional organ advisor to
recommend the best way
forward. We will keep you
posted on any
developments.

Construction work

Our Building Development
proposal is moving forward.
A price has been negotiated
and agreed for the transfer of
part of the current hall site to
the diocese on which the new
vicarage will be built. The

building cupboards, replacing all the
ropes on the stage, the constant failing
light bulbs, coping with minor and major
floods and re-hanging curtains.
It has, as I said, been educational and
in many ways good fun and could in fact
have led to a career in films as I featured
as the dungaree-wearing janitor in a
television advertisement being made in
the hall. I am still waiting for the call from
Stephen Speilberg!
It will be sad to see the hall go, but the
new one looks tremendous on the plans. I
am sure there will still be jobs to do in the
church and the grass, though a smaller
area, will still need cutting.
The job is made much easier by the
continuing cheerful support of the
church hall committee and the
churchwardens.

planning application is now
lodged with London Borough
of Merton. The application
can be seen on their website,
– if you like you can view it
and add positive comments
in support! The next steps
are to agree the contracts,
draw up a detailed design
specification and put the
construction work out to
tender.
You may have noticed the
scaffolding that has been
erected around the church.
The roof is being repaired
and Sal and Julie, our
churchwardens, are happy
with the progress.

Parish Lunch

Our vicar, Richard Lane, after
a suggestion from a member
of the congregation, asked to
introduce a second Parish
Lunch so that there would

also be one in the summer
and one in the autumn. This
could be preceded by a walk
after the 10am service.
In other social news,
Name on Sunday, when we all
wore name badges proved
very popular and there have
been requests to do another!
If you can manage to fit
anything else into your social
diaries, please check the
boards at the back of church
– small groups are now being
launched. You can check the
lists to see who you’ve been
bundled with! This is a great
opportunity to pray, discuss
and socialise together, to get
to know a group of people at
church really well and to help
everyone feel that they are
connected and that they
belong. Thanks for reading –
see you next time!
Debbie Morley, PCC secretary
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION
Did you know you can take out an
annual subscription for the Christ
Church magazine for £7.50 for 3 copies.
The easiest way is to put a cheque or
cash in an envelope and give it to a
churchwarden (Sharon or Julie),
Godfrey Banks (church treaurer) or
Richard. Thank you for your support.
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Coronation celebra
tion!
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Welcome from
the Editor...

We hope you enjoy
summer

this
edition of the
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We are currently looking for volunteers to help out
in many different areas of life at Christ Church
We need people to help...
• At Bruno Bear Toddlers Group on Thursday mornings
• Looking after the church gardens
• Taking waste to the council tip
• Church cleaning
• Transporting people to and from church
• Organising pastoral teas and outings
• Running the Traidcraft Stall on Sunday mornings
on a rota basis
If you can offer a few hours on a regular basis for any of these
tasks, please have a word with Richard. Thank you to all those
of you who have contributed so much time over the years to
this necessary and invaluable work at Christ Church.
A–Z OF THE ch u rch

Lfor Lent...

The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and lasts
for six and a half weeks until Holy Saturday, the day
before Easter Sunday, when the church celebrates the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It was first formally
described in the Canons of the Council of Nicea many
centuries ago. When it was
first introduced it was meant to
be a long, strict fast when
people gave up rich food and
practised self-discipline.
Following the example of Jesus’
forty days in the desert, it was
to be a time to reflect on past
wrongs, for prayer and
religious acts of repentance,
and to carry out good deeds.

Book Club News

T

he Book Club meets once a month at a
member’s home at 8pm. We are a core
group of about twelve and enjoy reading
books on a wide range of subjects – not just
“holy” ones! We finish our discussions with tea
and coffee and would very much like you to
come along. All information is available online
and at the cross aisle. Thanks to our co-ordinator
Colin Holloway.
March 12th
Places of Enchantment
by Graham B Usher
Meeting at 8pm, 205 Cottenham
Park Road.
April 14th
We Are All Completely
Beside Ourselves
by Karen Joy Fowler
8pm, 12 Crescent Road.
May 12th
The Children of Men
by P.D.James
Meeting at Flat 3 ,
31 Arterberry Road.
• For more information please contact
Colin Holloway 020 8946 9930
colin@holloway.myzen.co.uk
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Spring Diary 2015
Monday 2nd March

Friday 13th March

Wednesday 25th March

7.30pm Brass Group

10am

8am

Friday Group, 4 Wool Rd

2pm 	The Last Hour

Quiet Prayer

Liturgy of the Cross

6.30pm Children’s Choir
Tuesday 3rd March
11am

7.30pm Adult Choir

Holy Communion

8pm	Lent Group, Truman Rm

Thursday 26th March

Sunday 5th April

9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall

Easter Sunday

Sunday 15th March

Dawn 	Service followed by

Mothering Sunday

Friday 27th March

Wednesday 4th March

8am

Holy Communion

10am

8am 		 Quiet Prayer

10am

Parish Eucharist

6.30pm Children’s Choir

6.30pm	Contemporary Evening
Thursday 5th March

breakfast

Friday Group, 4 Wool Rd

Friday 6th March

7.30pm Adult Choir
Tuesday 7th April
Sunday 29th March
Palm Sunday

7.30pm Brass Group

8am

Holy Communion

Wednesday 8th April

10am

Parish Eucharist

8am

Tuesday 17th March

6.30pm Children’s Choir

11am

Prayer in Church

7.30pm Adult Choir

8pm

Lent Group, Vicarage

Saturday 7th March

Wednesday 18th March

7.30pm	Evening of Chamber

8am

Friday 10th April
Monday 30th March

6.30pm Children’s Choir

7.30pm 	Prayer & Meditation for

7.30pm Adult Choir

Holy Week
Sunday 12th April
Tuesday 31st March

2nd Sunday of Easter	

Thursday 19th March

11am

8am

Holy Communion

9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall

7.30pm 	Prayer & Meditation for

10am

Parish Eucharist

Third Sunday of Lent	
Holy Communion

Friday 20th March

10am

Parish Eucharist

10am

Prayer

Prayer in Church

6.30pm	Contemporary Evening

Holy Week

8am

6.30pm	Contemporary Evening

Quiet Prayer

6.30pm Communion Service

Quiet Prayer

Music, Private venue
Sunday 8th March

No 11am Holy Communion Service

Monday 16th March
10.30am	Women’s World Day of
Prayer Service

Celebrate Together

6.30pm BCP Evensong

Prayer

9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall

10am

Friday Group, 4 Wool Rd

Prayer
Wednesday 1st April

6.30pm Children’s Choir

8am

7.30pm Adult Choir

7.30pm 	Prayer & Meditation for

Monday 13th April

Quiet Prayer

7.30pm Brass Group

Holy Week
Monday 9th March

Sunday 22nd March

7.30pm Brass Group

Fifth Sunday of Lent	

Thursday 2nd April

11am

8am

Maundy Thursday

8pm	Book Club,

Holy Communion

10am	Parish Eucharist with

Tuesday 10th March
11am

Prayer in Church

8pm

Lent Group, Vicarage

Baptism

Tuesday 14th April

9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall

12 Crescent Rd

8-12pm 		Eucharist of The Last

11.15am PCC Meeting, Truman Rm

Supper followed by

Wednesday 15th April

6.30pm BCP Evensong

Stripping of the Church

8am		 Quiet Prayer

Wednesday 11th March
8am		 Quiet Prayer

Prayer in Church

and Watch of Prayer
Monday 23rd March
7.30pm Brass Group

Thursday 12th March

Thursday 16th April		
Friday 3rd April

9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall

Good Friday

9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall

Tuesday 24th March

8pm	Book Club,

11am

Prayer in Church

8pm

Lent Group, Truman Room

205 Cottenham Pk Rd

10am-12 	Children’s Activity

Friday 17th April
6.30pm Children’s Choir

Morning, Hall
12-2pm 	Prayer at Foot of the Cross

Thank you to all our contributors...
We hope you’ve enjoyed this issue and thank all of you
who have contributed. We’d love to hear your thoughts and
would welcome any feature ideas,letters, memories and photographs you
have. We already have some exciting ideas for the next issue.
Email the Editor Brenda on brendafclark@btinternet.com
or Art Editor Naomi on naomi.lowe@blueyonder.co.uk

7.30pm Adult Choir

How to get in touch
Vicar: The Revd Richard Lane,
16 Copse Hill, SW20 OHG.
020 8946 4491
westwimbledon@btinternet.com
Parish Office opening hours: 10am - 12 noon,
Tuesday to Friday.
ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.christchurch-westwimbledon.org.

