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Welcome to
the Summer
edition of
our parish
magazine. We hope
you will be able sit in
the garden and enjoy
reading it in the warm
sunshine! Please let us
have your views and
comments and ideas for
future editions – we want
to hear from you.
You can send them
to me either by email
at brendafclark@
btinternet.com, or leave
a note at the cross aisle.
We love hearing from
you. See you in the
summer!
Many thanks.

Brenda

PRAYER
Dear Jesus, I can open
up my heart to you.
I can tell you everything
that troubles me. I know
you care about all the
concerns in my life.
Teach me to live in the
knowledge that you, who
care for me today, will
care for me tomorrow and
all the days of my life.

Christ Church pilgrimage

T

The picturesque Italian town of Assisi, home to St Francis, with
its narrow lanes and plentiful churches enriched the minds, eyes
and souls of Christ Church pilgrims, explains Chris Larkman

he town of Assisi,
where St Francis lived,
became the centre for
the Christ Church
Pilgrimage in June. It is an
exquisitely beautiful town built
on a hillside in Umbria in the
middle of Italy. 25 of us spent a
week together following in the
footsteps of the great saint.
Whilst we visited the large
basilicas and appreciated the
beautiful medieval art, we also
travelled to a number of the
places in the hills where Francis
visited. These ‘sanctuaries’
gave us much more of the feel
of Francis.

Perhaps the highlights of the
week were our evening prayers
in the little church of Santo
Stefano, which would have
been well known to Francis, and
then our Eucharist in a chapel
below the Basilica of San
Francesco. Richard reflected
the thoughts of many of us
when he spoke about the
simplicity and the beauty of the
area we were visiting. He spoke
about the extremes of Francis,
coming from riches to poverty,
and how he experienced great
joy and yet also great pain.
Food and drink – an essential
part of any pilgrimage – were

enjoyed by all, both at our hotel
and on our trips, especially on
the Maggiore island of Lake
Trasimeno.
We were blessed with an
excellent guide. Roy – in his
eighties – talked to us in down
to earth language about
Francis, his life and the town of
Assisi. He also welcomed us to
his delightful home – a
renovated pigsty adorned with
some amazing examples of
medieval art and artefacts.
We had a wonderful
pilgrimage and returned home
the richer from the experiences
we had shared together.

2

3

How to explain the Trinity...
Dear All, We recently celebrated Trinity Sunday at Christ Church. The idea of God
being at once three and one is a theological challenge which is sometimes more
effectively grappled with diagrammatically than by using words! Christian symbols give
to objects or actions an inner meaning expressing Christian beliefs or ideas. Symbols
were widely used by the early Church. Here are some that you might not be familiar with!

1. The Borromean Rings

These represent the trinity and the belief
that God is at once three persons and yet
still one person.
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2. The Chi Rho

is one of the earliest cruciform symbols used by
Christians. It is formed by superimposing the
first two letters of the word “Christ” in Greek,
chi = ch and rho = r. Although not technically a
cross, the Chi Rho invokes the crucifixion of
Jesus as well as symbolizing his status as the
Christ. The earliest evidence of the Chi Rho
symbol is Constantine’s use of it on the labarum,
the imperial standard, in the early 4th century
CE (Common Era). Lactantius, a 4th century
Christian apologist, wrote that on the eve of the
Battle of the Milvian Bridge in 312 CE,
Constantine had a vision of God in which he
was commanded to mark his men’s shields with
the Chi Rho symbol. After Constantine’s success
at the Milvian Bridge, the Chi Rho became the
official imperial insignia.
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5. Anchor
3
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3. Ichthus

Ichthus, or ichthys, is the Greek word simply
meaning “fish”. This symbol was used primarily
amongst Christians of the early church years
(1st and 2nd century AD) The symbol was
introduced from Alexandria, Egypt, which, at
the time, was a very heavily populated seaport.
It was the port in which many goods were
brought over from the European continent.
Because of this, it was first used by the peoples
of the sea as a symbol of a familiar deity, in this
case, Jesus Christ.
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4. The Tau cross

After his commission at the foot of the
San Damiano Cross, Saint Francis chose
a more ancient symbol of redemption and

pilgrimage as his standard. In commenting
on the scriptures of Israel, early Christian
writers used its Greek translation, the
Septuagint, in which the last letter of the
Hebrew alphabet, the tau, was transcribed
as a “T” in Greek. Prefigured in the last letter
of the Hebrew alphabet, then, the stylized
Tau cross came to represent the means by
which Christ reversed the disobedience of
the old Adam and became our Saviour
as the “New Adam.”
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Found in the first century cemetery of St.
Domitilla, the second and third century
epitaphs of the catacombs, and especially in
the oldest parts of the cemeteries of Sts.
Priscilla, the anchor symbolises the safety
of God, the security of salvation in the
rough seas of daily life.

A–Z OF THE
church

M
for Moses...

Moses was a Hebrew
lawgiver and judge who
led the Israelites out of
Egypt to the Promised
Land of Canaan. On
Mount Sinai, he
claimed to have
received from Jehovah
the oral and written
Law, including the Ten
Commandments
engraved on tablets of
stone. The first five
books of the Old
Testament (the Torah)
are ascribed to him.

7. Labyrinth

We are exploring the possibility of installing
a labyrinth somewhere within our new
development. Labyrinths are an ancient
symbol of the journey and, in some church
traditions, the labyrinth walk was used as
an alternative to the journey to a holy place
such as Rome or Jerusalem.

From Christ Church Curate
to Mayor of Cheltenham
Revd Jeremy Whales MA STh

6. Pelican

The Pelican has been used as a Christian
symbol that denotes the sacrifice of Jesus and is
representative of atonement and redemption.
The pelican is said to pierce its breast to feed its
young ones with its blood and save them from
starvation. As the embodiment of self-sacrifice,
the bird came to be likened to Christ readily
giving up his life and blood for the spiritual
nourishment of other people and thus became
the ideal symbol for reparation and salvation.

obituary

BAPTISMS
Iris Elizabeth COULBER
Hugo ZiJie ZHOU
James Andrew ANSBRO
We welcome you all into the
family at Christ Church.
Did you know we send
‘Anniversary of baptism’ cards
for each child/person who
has been baptised at Christ
Church? We send them
on the anniversary of their
baptism for five years
after that date.

M

1st November 1931 - 28th November 2014

embers of the congregation in
the early 1960s will remember a
crash-helmeted, motorbike-riding,
hockey and cricket playing
young curate, Jeremy Whales.
Jeremy first trained as a teacher at Culham
College; later he studied for the priesthood at
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. His first Sunday as assistant
curate was also Henry Andrewes Uthwatt’s first
Sunday as vicar. Joyce Whales recalls Henry
telling Jeremy that there were two of them in this
parish and that he would do half of the work and
Jeremy would do the other half. He trusted
Jeremy to do this without ever checking up!
Jeremy and Joyce lived at 2 Panmuir Road.
Carolyn and Christopher were born at St Teresa’s
in 1962 and 1964 and Timothy in 1968 in
Cheltenham. My lasting memories of Jeremy in
Wimbledon will be his dynamic leadership of The
Pioneers Youth Club, held in the hall after
Evensong. Joyce commented: “…he thoroughly

enjoyed it. His joy has always been young people.”
In 1964 Jeremy successfully applied for the
post of chaplain at St Paul’s College of Education,
Cheltenham. He later also became senior lecturer
in Divinity. Leaving St Paul’s in 1984, Jeremy was
appointed parish priest of St Luke and St John,
Cheltenham, until 1992.
Jeremy was elected a Lib Dem councillor; in
1998 he had the honour of becoming mayor. His
keen sense of humour and the ever present
twinkle in his eyes would sometimes defuse a
heated debate in the council chamber.
From 1996, Jeremy assisted at St Mary’s
Church, Charlton Kings. It was at a packed St
Mary’s that his funeral was held. Joyce said:
“He was a dedicated priest, a faithful Christian…
and he was always thankful to God for his
family, including five grandchildren,
colleagues and friends.”
John Harvey (A Christ Church Pioneer
and former student of St Paul’s College)
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LENT GROUP

Constance Durie explains how this year’s
Lent project – the photo voice – brought us
closer to God...

T

his year’s Lent project
was for people to
present a sheet of six
photographs each of
which made them feel closer to
their understanding of God. The
pictures, briefly captioned, were
displayed around the church
and we were encouraged to
share them – three or four per
evening- in groups meeting
weekly during Lent.
Included were pictures of
family and family occasions,
friends, children, pets, gardens,
visits to far-off places –Tajikistan,
Sea of Galilee, Sydney. There
were special experiences –
hearing the blackbird’s song;
watching the sun setting or
rising; a performance of
Handel’s Messiah.

There were vivid memories
of atmosphere at particular
times and seasons; “complete
peace and tranquillity, alone in
the early morning”; “the light in
the dark night, God’s light in the
dark”.“I was shown a path with
footprints on it and I heard the
words “Follow me”.
There was symbolism in the
view of a vanishing path, a halfopen door in a wall, or the
sudden startling face of a clock.
There was a kind of poetry in
the captions and every so often
another shot of Christ Church,
keeping us anchored in the
place we all come to for
“praising, praying, singing and
listening”. This was a project
about communicating and it
proved unexpectedly popular.

Quiz with a
difference!
Answers below

1. How long did the Hundred Years’ War last?
2. Which country makes Panama hats?
3. From which animals do we get cat gut?

5. What is a camel’s hair brush made of?
6. The Canary Islands in the Pacific are
named after which creature?
7. What was King George VI’s first name?
8. What colour is a purple finch?
9. Where are Chinese gooseberries from?
10. What is the colour of the black box
in a commercial aircraft?

AN UPLIFTING
SERVICE

T

4. In which months do Russians celebrate
the October Revolution?

ANSWERS
1. 116 years (1337-1453) 2. Ecuador 3. Sheep and horses
4. November 5. Squirrel fur 6. Dogs 7. Albert 8. Crimson
9. New Zealand 10. Orange

Putting God in the picture

he Whit Sunday service for
Pentecost is always
memorable – it’s our one
outdoor service of the church
year. Sometimes we’re forced indoors
by the rain and down the years the
congregation has sat out in every kind
of weather. We’ve had heatwaves, cool grey days, and balmy
May mornings. Sometimes the Holy Spirit has taken the form of a
stiff wind that sends the hymn sheets flying all over the garden. This
year the weather was perfect – sunshine, blue skies and a gentle
breeze. The altar was set up on the grass and everyone took their
seats by the church wall. We sang our hymns accompanied by
Richard our organist on electric keyboard and Mary-Ann on flute.
The Vicar always rises to the occasion at Pentecost – literally, this
time around. In order to illustrate a point in his sermon, Richard
climbed up a stepladder and addressed the congregation from on
high! Junior church girls and boys took turns to follow suit and
survey us all from the top of the ladder. Breathe on us, breath of
God, we sang: He did, and it was a lovely service. Ian Christie

P r og r ess r epo r t

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
HARRY

Two Bishops, a trifle and 70 years!

The Christ Church community had the privilege of celebrating a great milestone in February –
the 70th birthday of Bishop Harry Watson. We hosted a party for Harry in the Truman Room, with his
favourite dessert – trifle – and a custom-made birthday card, featuring Harry’s great passions – music,
Christ Church and Manchester United. Harry was pleased to welcome Bishop Parkinson and his friends
from his previous church, the New Testament Church of God Brixton and staff from Rosemary Lodge.

F

or many of you, staring
out at the empty plot of
land to the south of the
church, there appears to be no
progress on the new hall but I
can assure you that nothing
could be further from the truth.
The Building Development
Committee have been meeting
weekly with the lead architect,
various other professional
advisers and relevant Diocesan
officials to progress the
detailed design of the building
so that we create an efficient,

Church hall development
comfortable, sustainable and
beautiful building for our
congregation and the wider
community.
So far a great deal of
attention has been spent on
the selection of materials to be
used so that the hall is an
enhancement to our beautiful
Teulon church. Once the
materials are finalised, the
congregation will be invited to a
display showing the materials
to be used and the final
landscaping scheme. This

information will also be
submitted to the local council
for their final approval.
We not only want the
building to look beautiful but
to function beautifully as well.
At the moment, our
mechanical and electrical
engineering consultant is
assessing the thermal
performance of the building to
ensure that it will be
comfortable all year round
whilst at the same time
designing an environmentally

sustainable building. This
is a highly technical area,
fundamental to the building’s
success.
Our original time schedule
assumed that construction
would begin at the end of
September. It looks like we will
miss that target but as I am
sure all of you will agree, we
want to get it right and now is
the time to work out the detail
rather than rush the building’s
design and live to regret it.
Sharon Mahwinney
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PRAYER
Bloom where
you are
planted.

Hear about the guy
who invented the
knock-knock joke?
He won the ‘no-bell’ prize!
What’s the difference between
ignorance and apathy?
I don’t know and I don’t care.

DISCOVERING
PROVERBS

How does Good King
Wenceslas like his pizzas?
Deep pan, crisp and even.

A friend and I are reading
the Old Testament together and
have reached the Book of Proverbs.
We have been intrigued by how
relevant they are today and I
thought you might be interested to
see some of them. Your comments
will be most welcome.

Why was the calendar
depressed?
Because his days were
numbered.

Grey hair is a crown of glory; it
is gained by living a godly life.
PROVERBS 16:31

Better a dry crust eaten in
peace than a house filled with
feasting and conflict.
PROVERBS 17:1

W

5 jokes to raise a smile!

T

he children at Junior Church always
brighten our Sunday with their creativity
and wise words. This prayer, from Lucy,
helps explain how God walks with us all
through our lives and is always close to us.

What’s the difference between
a poorly dressed man on a
tricycle and a well-dressed
man on a bicycle?
Attire
If you come across any “bloopers” or jokes, send
them to brendafclark@btinternet.com

LIFE IS A JAR OF MAYONNAISE...

hen your life seems
too hard to handle,
when 24 hours in a
day are not enough, remember
this story... A professor stood
before his philosophy class
with some items in front of
him. When the class began he,
wordlessly, picked up an
empty, very large mayonnaise
jar and proceeded to fill it with
golf balls. He asked the
students if the jar was full.
They agreed it was. So the
professor picked up a box of
pebbles and poured them into
the jar. He shook the jar lightly,
the pebbles rolled into the
open areas between the golf

balls. He asked the students
again if the jar was full. They
agreed it was.
The professor then picked
up a box of sand and poured it
into the jar. Of course, the
sand filled up everything else.
He asked once more if the jar
was full. The students
responded with a unanimous
“yes”. The professor then
produced two cups of coffee
and poured the entire
contents into the jar, filling the
space between the sand. The
students laughed.“Now”, said
the professor, “I want you to
recognise that this jar
represents your life. The golf

balls are the important things
– your family, your children,
your health, your friends and
your favourite passions. If
everything else was lost and
only they remained, your life
would still be full. The pebbles
are the other things that matter
– your job, your house, your car.
The sand is everything else –
the small stuff.
“If you put the sand into the
jar first” he continued,“there
is no room for the pebbles or
the golf balls. The same goes
for life. If you spend all your
time on the small stuff, you will
never have time for the things
that are important to you. Pay

attention to the things that are
critical to your happiness. Play
with your children. Take time
to get medical checkups. Take
your partner out to dinner.
There will always be time to
clean the house and fix the
disposal. Take care of the golf
balls first. Set your priorities.
The rest is the sand.”
One of the students raised
her hand and inquired what
the coffee represented. The
professor smiled.“I’m glad
you asked that. It just goes to
show you that no matter how
full your life may seem,
there is always room for a
cup of coffee with a friend.”

Proof that God
can read a
churchwarden’s
mind?

God in film

Stewart Sanson on how the films that the
Christ Church Film Club watch are a
great route for theological discussion...

W

hat can a Western
with John Wayne
and the story of a
feral boy captured
in France have in common?
Christ Church has started up
a Film Group under the
leadership of Richard whose
conviction is that ‘God can be
found everywhere’. Our
pleasurable and challenging
task is to view films and
discuss them from this
theological aspect without
being held too strictly to this
approach.
In The Searchers (1956,
John Ford) Wayne acts
against type as an embittered
ex-Confederate soldier who is
obsessed about the
kidnapping and dishonouring
of his niece – as he sees it – by
a Comanche warrior. The film
is long and by turns lyrical,
violent and rumbustious. He
does find her and suddenly
relents by not killing her as he
first intended, and takes her
back to her family. In a famous
image, the door closes on him
and he is left alone in the

desert – still searching. I think
that his sudden conversion to
compassion is very moving
and very Christian but I am
not sure it is built up to. There
was a lot of discussion around
the rights and mistreatment
of native Indians.
Fewer people came to The
Wild Child (L’Enfant sauvage,
1970, François Truffaut), and
there was a more muted
response. The film is based
on a true story of a 12 or 13
year old child captured in a
wood in France and brought
back to Paris to be ‘civilized’
and taught to speak. It is, in
my view, tragic because the
boy still hankers for his
liberty, and his progress is
slow and painful, but his
teacher is too harsh, even if
his motives are decent. There
is an awful moment when, as
a test, he deliberately
punishes the child after a
correct answer to discover if
he had a sense of right and
wrong. The discussion points
hinged round where we get
our sense of justice and

fairness from – are they
acquired by inculturation or
are they basically instinctive?
These sessions are to be
commended: it is good to look
at films together and then talk
about them immediately
afterwards rather than going
straight home. Richard has
chosen thought-provoking, if
sometimes uneasy, films and
would be happy to receive
nominations for more.

• If you would like to
borrow these two DVDs
please contact Stewart

Next showings
22 July

Fried Green Tomatoes
1991, Jon Avnet
30 Sept

Of Gods and Men

Des Hommes et Des
Dieux, 2010, Xavier
Beauvois
In the Truman Room?

As churchwarden you find
yourself facing a range of
tasks and, often, wondering
how you’re going to
complete them. A few
weeks ago, a member of the
congregation pointed out
some holes in the tarmac
path – holes that needed
filling before someone
tripped! We did the usual
things – searched Amazon
(and yes they do sell tarmac
but neither of us had a clue
how to lay it), drank coffee
and scratched our heads.
We said “if only someone
around here was having
their drive relaid.” Two days
later I was heading to
Raynes Park, still pondering
the problem, when I
stumbled across a couple of
men laying tarmac. Two
hours and a small charge
later, the job was done.
Julie Grainger
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KUNG FU HAMSTERS

obituary

It’s Hampster Chef!

Nancy Freear

In a nutshell with...

Pat Spencer

16th March 1915 28th May 2015

Christ Church’s young people’s group got hot in the kitchen trying to
impress the judges with their own version of Master Chef...

Stalwart of Christ Church, Pat, reflects on life so far...

The healing power
of gardening
Jose Spring travelled to Scandinavia to
study therapeutic gardening as part of her
Winston Churchill Memorial Fellowship

I

was encouraged to apply for
a Fellowship by the Royal
Hospital for NeuroDisability where I work, running
a gardening programme for
people living with neurodisability and to research this
activity. I was awarded a
Fellowship to travel to
Scandinavia to learn about
approaches to gardening
projects and to disseminate the
findings in Britain.
My tour began in the Uppsala
botanical Gardens, Sweden,
where Linnaeus (Swedish
botanist, physician, and
zoologist famous for his work in
Taxonomy – the science of
identifying, naming and
classifying organisms) had
grown plants for his medical
practice. The garden is used
therapeutically by
psychologists. In Goteborg I
saw projects to help ‘burnt-out’
healthy staff back to work and a
horticultural enterprise for
addicts and workless people.
In Denmark I visited a centre

for people with Huntington’s
disease. The garden was
surrounded by fields and woods
with a greenhouse where
tomatoes and grapes are grown
by the patients and where a
sensory garden is planned.
In Norway, I went to a care
farm for workless adults, and
children with schooling
problems. The Oslo Botanical
Garden has created “Old
Granny’s” garden – a reference
collection of plants grown a
century ago. I also participated
in a gardening project at the
neuro-rehabilitation unit at St.
Olav’s Hospital, Trondheim.
What did I learn? Well,
gardening groups allow the
rehabilitation teams to get to
know their patients. The
gardens can be simple in
design whilst being very
effective and economically
beneficial. I was made very
welcome by all my
hosts and received a warm
welcome and a Sunday lunch at
the church in Goteborg.

What brought you to Christ
Church? When my father
and I moved to Wimbledon in
1967 I was advised by a
resident in Wimbledon Close
where we lived to go to Christ
Church and I have been there
ever since. I was confirmed at
St. Dunstan’s in Cheam, after
baptism at the age of 12 in
Margate. Before that, I
attended a Sunday School in
the home of a Baptist lady.
What are your hobbies,
interests and work area?
My best subject at school was
history and this is an abiding
interest of mine. I was very
lucky to work on the History
of the BBC for 20 years and
with its historian Asa Briggs
for another 18 years. Other
loves are gardening, visiting
interesting places in Britain
and abroad and family
history. I have also worked
for the Sandford St. Martin
Trust organising awards
for religious broadcasts,
for Biddy Baxter in several
secretarial and
administrative capacities
and carried out research for
several other people.

administer the John Hosier
Music Trust awarding
scholarships to young
musicians.
Do you have something to
be especially grateful for, or
something you wish had
never happened? I’m very
grateful for a happy
childhood which came to an
abrupt end at 17 when my
mother died of cancer. Eight
years later my father became
unwell and though he lived
another 15 years he was never
fully well again. I carried on
working and organised care
for him. I was very lucky that
my neighbours were very
supportive.
What are you looking
forward to? A visit to
Australia in September to see
my mother’s family – she was
one of nine children and I
have 12 cousins most of
whom I will see plus some of
their families. This will be my
sixth visit down under. As well
as visiting family members in
various locations I try to visit
something new every time.

What special memories do
you have? Visiting Paris at
the age of 15 with my parents
– my first visit abroad!

Is there anything particular
you would like to see happen
at Christ Church in
the future? More involvement
in the community.

What are you particularly
proud of? My involvement
with the interdenominational
local charity Christian Care
and helping set up and

What difference does being
a Christian make to your
life? It gives it a sense of
purpose and a sense
of support in times of trouble.

N

ancy Freear who
celebrated her 100th
birthday on 16th March,
sadly died at Carter House on
28th May. She was born in
Herefordshire and came to
London where she worked in
the catering industry.
She made her home in
Wimbledon about 30 years
ago and had been a
frequent member of Christ
Church especially of the
Tuesday Communion
Service. She also enjoyed the
pastoral team teas and
outings for which she was
always grateful for lifts –
always ready to be collected
and smartly dressed!
Nancy’s cousin Tony
Stokes and his wife Jean had
overseen her care and she
enjoyed Sunday Lunch with
them. Tony and Jean’s
daughter Tracey was also a
frequent visitor and helped
her greatly in her later years.
Tracey helped with Junior
Church when her children
were young and now sings in
the choir. Nancy was well
cared for in Carter House
and happy there for the last
couple of years. We will miss
her, but celebrate her
long and fulfilled life.
Margaret Metters

I

n one of the most recent KFH’s
we decided to put a twist on things and
try a bake off. We split into two teams
to try and impress the judges, Tish and
Mark. Group 1 decided to use produce made
by KFH – mincemeat – and put it in a tart.
This would be the centrepiece of the meal.
The main was an interesting pasta dish with
a simple combination of ingredients.
Group 2 decided to try
homemade burgers and
cookies with a tropical
fruit plate – an inventive
menu.
We met up in the
church hall and worked
hard to get everything set
up, we tried to be as fast
as possible as we had a time frame before
the judges would investigate.
The mincemeat tart seemed to take
forever, while the burgers whizzed by.
At one point Group 1 realised there
was no pan for the pasta and had to rely
on Nick’s mum to save the day. The
burger was in the oven and the cookies
followed shortly after. The pasta had to

be put together as fast as possible.
As the burgers were taken out, the tart
went in. Were Group 1 going to finish on
time? The pasta lay in waiting – Group 1
anxiously awaiting for the timer to ring.
As the tart cooked, the surfaces were
cleaned and the dishes washed. The
judging would start in any minute.
Group 1 breathed a sigh of relief as
the timer went. Tish and
Mark stepped up to judge.
First the burgers were
tasted, they were meaty
and crisp, seasoned well –
a success. The cookies
were not cooked to
perfection, a bit too soft!
The pasta was a tasty
dish, but some herbs and seasoning
would have brought out the flavour
more. Sadly, the judges were unable to
taste the tart (because the oven switched
itself off and didn’t cook it properly) but
it smelled delicious. We were all full up.
It was a great event, a lot of fun and
maybe we can do it some more in the
future. By Robbie Witchell

‘The pasta
lay in waiting –
Group 1 anxiously
awaiting for the
timer to ring’
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What is Fair Trade all about?

Lucy Christie on how buying from Christ Church’s Traidcraft stall helps the poor in developing countries

E

ach Sunday Tish, Ian and I run a
Traidcraft stall of Fair Trade produce.
Fair Trade has become a familiar part
of church life all around the UK and beyond.
Fair Trade is business with a commitment
to justice for the world’s poor. It is based on
long-term partnerships with producers in
the developing world, guaranteeing
suppliers a fair price for their products so
that they can earn enough to support their
families and communities. Payments are
often made in advance; producers and
workers have a collective voice and safe
working conditions. Non-discrimination
and child welfare are also priorities.
Traidcraft is a Fair Trade pioneer with a
focus on the most marginalised groups in
developing countries. In Tanzania,
Traidcraft supports beekeepers to work in
co-operatives so they can access benefits
like group training, bulk selling and stronger
negotiating powers. This project
particularly supports women to generate
their own income and have greater input

PCC
News

T

he Parochial Church
Council (PCC) met in
March and May. Most of
the meeting in March was
taken up with the building
project and there is a separate
piece in this edition of the
magazine on that. Here is a
summary of the meeting in
May to keep you all up to date
with what is going on.

New members

The first thing to report is that
we have two new members of
the PCC, Naomi Lowe, and

into decision-making at domestic, local and
national levels.
Economic justice for the poor is a topical
issue for Christians today but also a key
theme of the Bible. Peter Collins, head of
Traidcraft’s church relations says ‘Without
the churches there wouldn’t be a Fair Trade
movement or not one as large as we see
now. The fact that Fair Trade is now so
conspicuous in mainstream retailing is due,
largely, to the years of loyal support and
patient campaigning by church groups and
individual Christians who saw the obvious
connection between the Gospel call to seek
justice for the poor.’

Vivian Harris. We have said
goodbye to Mike Hammond
who has stepped down after
completing his six years of
service on the committee.
Mike is still helping out as
Electoral Roll Officer.

Repairs and gifts

Repairs are currently being
carried out on the stonework
and roof of the church. Plans
are being made for the
installations of a new boiler.
Two ‘Tower of London’ poppies
will be put on permanent
display in church at the
existing wall memorial. They
were bought at the time of the
WWI Centenary and are being
gifted to the church by Sal
Edmunds and Mark Adams.
This is a very kind and
thoughtful gift which will be
appreciated by us all. Their
arrival will be marked at the
10am service on 12th July

Financials

The University of Edinburgh Fair Trade
Academic Network supports the
development and sharing of research on
Fair Trade. Summing up the balance of
concerns and achievements, they conclude
that ‘criticisms should not deter consumers
from choosing a fair trade labelled product
over a non-fair trade one. Products not
linked to fair trade systems, in particular
when issued from global supply chains, are
much more likely to have involved
exploitation of workers.’
Buying Fair Trade products is one way we
can make a difference. It is great that Fair
Trade products are available widely, but
supermarkets can only buy from producers
who have a large capacity. So please also
consider shopping at the Traidcraft stall in
Christ Church. The small profit that our
Traidcraft stall makes is used to sponsor a
child in Senegal through World Vision.
• For a wider range of products please ask
to see the Traidcraft catalogue and we
would be happy to order items for you.

Every year, we as a church
give money to the Diocese
of Southwark, to which we
belong, which is then used by
them for all their expenses
such as salaries. The way we
work out how much money we
give each year is changing and
the PCC had to decide how
much we should give every
year under the new system.
We had to weigh up our
responsibilities to use the
money we collect for our own
needs, as balanced by our
responsibilities to the
Diocese. In the end we
decided to give slightly less
this year as compared to
previous years, mainly due
to the expense of the building
project and the loss of income
from the church hall. When it
is demolished we will lose
rental income for a number
of months.

Music and reports

Richard Hall, our Director of
Music, is looking for a grade 5
pianist from local schools who
would like to receive training
from the Royal School of
Church Music. They are
offering to pay for the training
(with a little financial help
from us). The chosen
candidate will be mentored
by Richard. We all agreed this
was a great idea!
Reports from Church
committees included a
request for help for events
organised by Richard Hall
and for the Charities
Committee. Our Vicar
reported from the Deanery
Synod that a surplus of
money they had – a
substantial amount – had
all been donated to Christian
Aid. We all agreed that had
been a great idea too!
Debbie Morley, PCC secretary

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION
Did you know you can take out an
annual subscription for the Christ
Church magazine for £7.50 for 3 copies.
The easiest way is to put a cheque or
cash in an envelope and give it to a
churchwarden (Sal or Julie), Godfrey
Banks (church treaurer) or Richard.
Thank you for your support.
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The centre is open on two days a week in Wimbledon for
homeless people and provides them with a hot meal, clothing
and support to help them find housing and work. We regularly
donate food and clothing to the centre and
this is simply to remind you that when
you are clearing out your
wardrobes please bring any
suitable items, especially
menswear, to church in a
bag labelled FIA and it will
be taken to the centre.
Thank you.
A–Z OF THE ch u rch

Book Club News

D

o you enjoy reading? Do you prefer a
page-turning thriller, a romantic tale with
a happy ending, or classic 19th century
literature? Or, perhaps a biography or a book
discussing Christian ethics? The Christ Church
Book Club meets each month to discuss a book
chosen by the group’s members under the able
guidance of our leader, Colin Holloway. There are
usually eight or nine of us at each meeting and
we welcome anyone, whatever their taste in
reading. The club can introduce people to books
they may not have considered reading but which
they could enjoy. Our June meeting focussed on
John Bunyan’s timeless Pilgrim’s Progress.
Other books recently discussed include The
Children of Men by P.D.James and Learning To
Dream Again by Samuel Wells. We Are All
Completely Beside Ourselves by Karen Joy
Fowler sparked an especially lively debate!
• Meetings begin at 8pm. We look forward to
seeing you.
Dates for future meetings...
September 1st
Our Mutual Friend
by Charles Dickens
October 20th
Cider with Rosie
by Rosie Lee

Nfor Nave...

The nave is the central
area of a church – it is
the main aisle flanked
by rows of pews and is
the space where the
laity or, congregation,
as we think of it now, sit.
The word comes from
the Latin “navis”,
meaning ship – the root
of the English word
navigation. The
Christ Church, May 1959
association of the
church with a ship, and the congregation as
passengers in the ship, indicates the priests and
people travelling together towards God.

Christ Church
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
• Rev’d Richard Lane
• Julie Grainger
Churchwarden
• Sally Edmunds
Churchwarden
• Debbie Morley
Secretary
• Godfrey Banks
Treasurer
• Sharon
Mawhinney*
• Tish Mousell

• Julia Warner
• Paul Sinclair*
• Brenda Thurgood*
• Chris Larkman*
• Lynda Coleman*
• John Davey
• Pat Spencer
• Ian Christie
• Mary Ann Bown
• Naomi Lowe
• Vivian Harris

* Deanery Synod Representatives
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Summer Diary 2015
Sunday 12th July

Sunday 26th July

Friday 14th August

Sunday 6th September

8am

Holy Communion

8am

Holy Communion

7pm

8am

Holy Communion

10am

Parish Eucharist

10am

Parish Eucharist

10am

Celebrate Together

(Junior Church Party)

6.30pm BCP Evensong

6.30pm Contemporary Prayer

Adult Choir

Sunday 16th August

6.30pm BCP Evensong

8am

Holy Communion

Monday 27th July

10am

Parish Eucharist

7.30pm Brass Group

6.30pm Contemporary Prayer

7.30pm Brass Group

Tuesday 28th July

Monday 17th August

Tuesday 8th September

11am

7.30pm Brass Group

11am

Thursday 30th July

Tuesday 18th August

Thursday 10th September

3pm	Pastoral Tea, Hall/Garden

11am

9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall

Sunday 2nd August

Sunday 23rd August

Friday 11th September

(Prudential Bike Ride)

8am

Holy Communion

6.15pm Children’s Choir

Thursday 16th July

8am

Holy Communion

10am

Parish Eucharist

7pm

9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall

10am

Celebrate Together

6.30pm BCP Evensong

Monday 13th July

Monday 7th September

7.30pm Brass Group
Tuesday 14th July
11am

Prayer in Church

Prayer in Church

Prayer in Church

Wednesday 15th July

Prayer in Church

8pm	PCC Meeting, Truman
Room

Sunday 13th September

6.30pm BCP Evensong
(Parish office closed From Fri 17th
Jul until Tues 4th Aug.)

Monday 3rd August

Monday 24th August

8am

Holy Communion

7.30pm Brass Group

10am

Parish Eucharist

7.30pm Brass Group
Sunday 19th July

6.30pm	Contemporary Evening
Tuesday 25th August

8am

Holy Communion

Tuesday 4th August

10am

Parish Eucharist

11am

11am

Prayer

Prayer in Church
Monday 14th September

Prayer in Church

6.30pm Contemporary Prayer

Adult Choir

Sunday 30th August

7.30pm Brass Group

Sunday 9th August

8am

Holy Communion

Monday 20th July

8am

Holy Communion

10am

Parish Eucharist

7.30pm Brass Group

10am

Parish Eucharist

6.30pm Communion Service

11am		 Prayer in Church

Monday 31st August

Thursday 17th September

7.30pm Brass Group

9.30am Bruno Bear, Hall

Tuesday 1st September

Friday 18th September

11am

6.15pm Children’s Choir

Tuesday 15th September

6.30pm Contemporary Prayer
Tuesday 21st July
11am

Prayer in Church

Monday 10th August
7.30pm Brass Group

Thursday 23rd July
7.30pm Film Club, Truman Room

Tuesday 11th August
11am

Prayer in Church

Thank you to all our contributors...
We hope you’ve enjoyed this issue and thank all of you
who have contributed. We’d love to hear your thoughts and
would welcome any feature ideas,letters, memories and photographs you
have. We already have some exciting ideas for the next issue.
Email the Editor Brenda on brendafclark@btinternet.com
or Art Editor Naomi on naomi.lowe@blueyonder.co.uk

Building Development Storage Needs

Holy Communion

7pm		 Adult Choir

How to get in touch
Vicar: The Revd Richard Lane,
16 Copse Hill, SW20 OHG.
020 8946 4491
westwimbledon@btinternet.com
Parish Office opening hours: 10am - 12 noon,
Tuesday to Friday.
ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.christchurch-westwimbledon.org.

As our project gets underway, and we await the demolition of the existing hall this autumn, we
will need storage space for items in the hall and kitchen while the new hall is being built. If you
have any suitable space e.g. an empty garage, please do get in touch with Richard. Thank you

