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Welcome to our
Spring edition...
We thought
you would
like to know
that we have
received two messages
from ministers in our
area saying how much
they enjoyed reading
our magazine, and how
impressed they were
with the design. Thank
you, Naomi. Thank you
also to everyone who
has contributed to this
edition. We’d love your
ideas, thoughts and
suggestions for the next
issue in the summer.
You can either email
me at brendafclark@
btinternet.com, or leave
a note at the cross aisle.

Brenda

PRAYER
“Take heart,
stand up, go home”...
Jesus’ healing words of
forgiveness cheer us up.
Contact with Him
brings us alive.
We know that our home
is everywhere, because
everywhere is His home,
and he lives with us.
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The show must go on!

W

e were worried! Low take-up of tickets... huge
out-goings... was it going to be worth running the
annual Burns Night Supper this year? We couldn’t
cancel the piper or the caller! So in the end we went ahead
with the evening despite concerns. Thankfully, it was a
BRILLIANT night! Great fun dancing, amazing food – and
plenty of it – and we made a small profit! Hazel and Gerald
Bate did not disappoint with fabulous prizes for the best
Scottish dancers, Sue and Simon Rocksborough-Smith.
Newcomer, Lyons O’Keeffe was pretty nifty on his feet too,
showing the Scots how the Irish do it. Tish Mousell
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vicar’s letter

Say ‘Hello to Holy Saturday’
Dear Everyone, As the latest edition of our parish magazine is published, we are
approaching another Easter. In this letter, I’d like to reflect upon an often overlooked,
but I think crucial, aspect of our Holy Week and Easter experience. I’d like to ask
what you do with what we in the church refer to as Holy Saturday and which
in the world is nearly always, these days referred to, wrongly, as Easter Saturday.

A

fter the drama, the horror,
the dark clouds and curtain
rending of Good Friday,
before the seeping dawn
light, the quietly building sense of joy and
celebration, growing fires and popping
corks of Easter Morning,
we have a Saturday during which
there are no services, no liturgies and
nothing to be done except to wait for
a new day to come.
It might not be what we’re able to do
but ideally, it seems to me, Saturday
should be a day simply to do nothing, to
wait and watch and nothing else. To be still
and quiet, reflecting on what has been;
looking ahead for what is to come. To let
go of the sack cloth and ashes of remorse
and repentance in Lent and Holy week
and to prepare to put on the clothing of
thanksgiving and fullness of life that
adorns a people released from sin and
pain and death.
I’ve been moved to reflect on the
particular qualities of Holy Saturday this
year as the processes of our Building
Development Project grind towards the
very edge of actual building work
beginning. The proposed development at
Christ Church which we’ve been working
on since 2010 has made the past year feel
very much, very often, like a long, long
Holy Saturday. When I think of the glory
and splendour of what is coming in the
fulfilment of so many months, not to say
years, of waiting, hope and expectation,
of blood, sweat and tears, of challenges
and obstacles overcome, of bringing the
scheme to birth in the teeth of
prevarication and obfuscation and of the
sheer unexpected length of time it has
taken to arrive at this moment which does
now feel like we’ve finally arrived at a new

‘It does now feel like we’ve finally
arrived at a new beginning, the very
edge of a new dawn, a new morning of
possibility and opportunity for our church’
beginning, the very edge of a new dawn, a
new morning of possibility and
opportunity for our church; it all reminds
me of that special first Holy Saturday,
when, caught between grief and joy,
Jesus’ friends found themselves in their
strangely featureless Sabbath caught
between times, between a passing world
of despair and hurt and the new world
coming of new life and the fulfilment of all
their hopes and yearnings.

This Holy Saturday in 2016, that is
where we find ourselves; on the verge, full
of hope, waiting for the new day to break.
It might feel as though we’ve been in this
waiting Saturday for a very long time but
this March, we can see the last hours of
the night passing away, the dawn leads on
another day and the joy of Easter’s new life
is coming. The night is far spent; hold on,
we’re nearly there. “Weeping may endure
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning”.

News from
Richard...

junior church

God the gardener

I

have been appointed to
the vacant post of Priest in
Charge and Team Rector
designate of the Forest Hill
Team Ministry.
The expectation is that I
will be licensed into this new
post in early July with a final
Sunday at Christ Church
sometime in the middle of
June. The appointment is
subject to the satisfactory
completion of all legal
requirements, specifically
enhanced DBS clearance.
I have long regretted that
the movement of parish
clergy from one post to
another is required to be
something of a cloak and
dagger affair and that this
sort of news always seems to
come, therefore, out of
no-where. It would, by far,
have been my preference to
have been able to share with
you the vocational journey
I’ve been travelling these
past 12-15 months. But the
church wouldn’t let me.
After thirteen very happy
years at Christ Church, I have
been feeling for a little while
that God has been calling
both me and the parish on to
the next part of our ministries.
I ask your prayers for me
and Hannah and the boys as
we get ready for a departure
from a place that has been
our settled home for so long
and most especially, I ask
your prayers for our wardens,
Julie and Sal upon whose
shoulders the main impact of
this news will now fall. They
and the PCC will need your
love and support.
As ever, I’m here if you
need me and will be happy to
supply details. God bless you.

O

n the 25th February, the children excelled themselves by making a fig tree to
symbolise how God’s mercy and patience in us is like fertilizer. God is the gardener
who works with compassion – seeing the potential in us. With proper care and
nurturing we will bear fruit. The children made fruit to hang on the tree with messages of
good deeds written on them – God gives us the spiritual nourishment to blossom.
Kung fu hamsters

A traditional mix-up!
T

he Kung Fu Hamster’s mincemeat
is a Christmas tradition at
Christ Church.This year we
had Celia Berwick’s secret recipe and
some trusty hamsters to put it all
together. Robbie Witchell was our label
designer and Joe Tasch, Harry Naylor,
Nick Chinn and Robbie Witchell
chopped apples and mixed ingredients
in Kate Tasch’s food processor. Two
and a half hours of hard work resulted
in 32 jars of legendary mincemeat, all
packaged, priced and then sold at the
Advent Fair at a decent profit!
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OBITUARIES
Mary Dorothy Quilter

For all the Saints...

M

ary joined the congregation of Christ
Church following the funeral of her
mother performed by the Rev.
Celia Thomson in 1996. She quickly
became a valued member, and
being a wonderful cook was
involved in helping out at all of
our social events. As a gardener
she helped out tirelessly in the
Church garden too.
As her belief in God grew Mary
decided to be Baptised and
Confirmed in 1999, after which her faith
deepened and she became a member of the
Friday Group. Sadly for Christ Church, Mary

March 17th
ST. PATRICK

S

t. Patrick the patron
saint of Ireland was
born in Britain in the
4th century AD. When he
was 14 years old Irish
raiders carried him to
their own country as a
slave, and there, near
Ballymena, he learned to
pray while looking after
his master’s herds. He
escaped in a ship to Gaul
and became a disciple of
St. Germanus of Auxerre
who consecrated him
bishop, and he returned
to Ireland in 432 where
he converted King
Laoghaire’s daughters to
Christianity. He
established his bishopric
in Armagh in 444 where
he wrote the hymn now
known as “St. Patrick’s
breastplate”.
Here are the first lines...
I bind unto myself today
The strong Name of the
Trinity,
By invocation of the same,
The Three in One and One
in Three.
He died in 461 in
Downpatrick.

1st September 1930 - 15th December 2015
decided to move to South Godstone in 2001.
Unfortunately after many attendances at
local churches near to her new home she
was unable to find a church where she
felt ‘at home’. So she returned to
Christ Church whenever possible,
remaining a member of the
Friday Group throughout. She
attended both the Church and
the Friday Group within weeks of
her death.
Mary will be greatly missed by all
her friends, but as she was so near to God at
the end we know she will be helping out in
God’s garden too. Val. Hancock

A new start to our faith

Alexandre Petit, 13 and his brother, Maxime, 11, on the preparation for
their confirmation and how it has given them deeper understanding

Alexandre

L

ast year, I had the pleasure of taking part in
confirmation classes with my brother, in
preparation for confirmation in November. The
ultimate reason why I, like many other
Christians, had decided to follow this path was to
become a fuller member of the church, and have
a deeper understanding of the responsibilities
and meanings of being a Christian.
Classes were led by Richard, and each week
we touched on a new aspect of Christian faith.
Richard does deserve credit, because I don’t
think many people can teach others about the
whole of the Bible in one forty-minute session.
We were confirmed in St. Mark’s Church,
Wimbledon which we liked very much. It has a
more modern layout than Christ Church, with all
the seats facing inwards. The Bishop of Kingston
conducted the service and his calm manner
pleased us all. During the service we were
splashed with water and presented with a small
wooden cross. The act of confirmation was a
simple matter of the Bishop placing his hand on
our heads, praying, and anointing with our oil.
The service was perfect, and I would like to thank
Richard for being there with us, and to my family
and the Bishop for making it such a special

occasion. I feel blessed to have been
confirmed, and remain excited about my
new start in the Christian faith.

Maxime

T

he lessons we had with Richard were very
interesting. At the start of the service, the
Bishop of Kingston made a speech which was
very positive and uplifting. He called us up to the
front, splashed us with water, placed his hands
on our heads and confirmed us saying a short
prayer. I wanted to be confirmed to understand
more about Christianity, and be a greater
member of the church.

Tina – Alexandre
and Maxime’s mother

M

y husband and I were very happy to
see our boys genuinely enjoying the
preparation leading up to their confirmation.
We thought the actual service was very festive
and special. It was good to have the boys
confirmed together as it meant that the
grandparents, arriving from France and
Germany only had one journey to make.
So we would like to express our gratitude to
Richard for organising the event so well.

Phyllis Margaret Barrett
30th December 1932 - 2nd January 2016

I

t was with great sadness that we said
goodbye to Phyllis on January 20th at a
service here at Christ Church where we
remembered and celebrated her life. Tributes
from her family told us what a wonderful wife,
mother, mother-in-law and grandmother she
was. After bringing up her family and working

in local schools, Phyllis became greatly
involved in local societies – Wimbledon
Operatic Society, The Wimbledon Society,
National Trust, St. Raphael’s Hospice and
here at Christ Church. Her warmth of
personality and lovely smile will be
missed by us all. Brenda Thurgood

Dawn Mary
Stageman
1st April 1927 22nd December 2015

D

awn began
worshipping at Christ
Church as a child
when she lived in
Woodhayes Road. In his
introduction to her funeral
service, Richard described
her as a fixture at Christ
Church, literally so, in the
sense that she regularly
occupied the same pew
near the back and refused all
his encouragement to move
further forward!
After school she worked
at Unilever as a secretary in
the HR Department, and
later became PA to a
director. Dawn was an
enthusiastic sportswoman
– she played badminton,
tennis and golf. Her other
passion was bridge. She
was a formidable player!
Dawn helped regularly at
The Holmhurst Luncheon
Club and entertained with
stories of her much loved
dogs. She was a kind and
attentive godmother to
Linda and Denise. Her
brother Freddie was
churchwarden at Christ
Church with Barbara
Tanner’s husband, Stan.
Dawn was a particularly
close friend to Barbara.
They drove to church
together and shared the
same pew – near the back.

Jenny Tomlinson and
Margaret Metters
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Welcome to our choir

Book Club News
n February 2016 the Book Club
celebrated its fourteenth birthday. Over
the years members have read and
discussed 148 different titles, mostly fiction
but embracing history, biography, faith and
exploration.
The debate is always lively and wideranging. It is unusual for a book to receive
universal praise, even rarer for one to
attract nil points. We use suggestions from
the Church Times Reading Groups and can
choose freely from fields less obvious than
the current bestsellers, and members also
frequently propose their own titles. It is
notable that we were reading Brooklyn,
Suite Francaise, The Help and Silence before
they caught the eye of film-makers! We
have also enjoyed old favourites by Anthony
Trollope, Charles Dickens, George Eliot and
Wilkie Collins as well as exploring authors
such as Alexander McCall Smith, L.P.
Hartley, Penelope Fitzgerald and William
Boyd. Recent non-fiction choices have
included books by Robert Macfarlane,
Helen Macdonald and Robert Graves.
In Advent and Lent we dip into
seasonable fare – often spiritual
nourishment but sometimes vigorous
apologetic writers such as Tom Wright,
Francis Spufford and Samuel Wells. As the
Church Times provides questions and
reviews, our discussion can be sensibly
paced and there is no pressure on the host
for the evening. Newcomers too feel at ease
to contribute or just go with the flow.
Over the fourteen years membership
has, of course, changed but continuity has
been provided by loyal members who have
found that the group opens new doors of
interest and provides benefits that the
solitary reader cannot enjoy. We would
warmly welcome both regular and
occasional additions to our number.
• Details of our current programme can
be found at the cross-aisle or from
Colin Holloway; tel: 8946 9930 or
colin@holloway.myzen,co.uk

T

he Choir of Christ Church is
currently seeking new adult
and teenage members. The
choir is run in a relaxed and
informal way and we sing a broad
variety of accessible repertoire. In
the last few years, the choir has
performed several concerts at
Christ Church, including
performances of Handel’s Messiah
and Vivaldi’s Gloria. The choir also
enjoys regular social events such as
Christmas parties and meals out.

h a l l u p d at e

On the right path...
It has been a frustratingwaiting game but we are inching
closer to breaking ground, says Sharon Mawhinney

I

t has taken far longer than we ever
thought and far longer than it ever
should have but at long last we
have obtained permission from
the Diocese to build the new hall
development.
Those unfamiliar with the
complexities of building next to a
grade II listed building may have
wondered why we didn’t start
construction immediately after
obtaining planning consent from the
London Borough of Merton. However,
in order to protect listed buildings,
such as Christ Church, special
approvals have to be obtained from
the Chancellor of the Diocese. This
proved far more difficult than we had
anticipated as The Victorian Society
made a last minute intervention and
requested that we move the hall a
metre to the south!
It may not sound like much but it
would have had a significant negative
impact on the hall design, caused
further delays and given rise to even
more expenditure. So our only option
was to wait for the Chancellor to
consider the merits of The Victorian
Society’s request.

The situation was extremely
frustrating for all of us involved
intimately with the development
proposal as The Victorian Society was
unwilling to engage in any discussions
with us or even to visit the site. We
simply had to wait for the Chancellor
of the Diocese to rule on the proposed
development. Letters, emails and
meetings with Diocesan staff failed to
progress the situation. To be fair to the
Diocese, the Chancellor is a crown
appointment and not under direct
Diocesan control, so the Diocese was
as frustrated as we were.
At long last, more than six
months after we applied to the
Diocese for approval, we received
a favourable decision from the
Chancellor. So we are now one step
closer to breaking ground. There are
some technical issues that need to be
worked through with regard to the
acoustic performance of the building
in relation to neighbouring properties
but we are working hard to resolve
them. At this point it would be
a hostage to fortune to suggest
a start date for the hall but I will
keep you posted.

The benefits

Photographs: Jessica Dobbs (www.jessicadobbs.com ) and Naomi Lowe

I

With so many benefits to body and soul, why not give singing a try this
year and join our happy band of children, teens and adults under the
fantastic leadership of Christ Church music director, Richard Hall

Colin Holloway on a
milestone for Christ
Church’s book club

• It makes you happy Like exercise
and eating chocolate, singing
releases endorphins into the brain
which give you energy and make you
feel happy. Plus, singing in a choir is
a great way to make new friends.
• It’s great for the mind Music
builds and strengthens the
synapses in your brain, greatly
improving memory and ability in
academic subjects, especially
maths and language. Singing or
playing music is an activity that
promotes more brain activity than
almost any other, engaging both the
left and right hemispheres of the

brain as well as the regions
responsible for visual and aural
perception, language processing,
creativity, and emotion! Indeed,
singing is being used more and more
to help patients with Alzheimer’s
disease because the cognitive
benefits are just so great.
• It’s relaxing and good for the
heart Singing is an aerobic activity
that requires us to breathe more
deeply and with more awareness.
• It brings joy to others We all love
to listen to good music and the
singing of the choir enhances the
worship of people at
Christ Church.
If you are interested
in joining the choir, do
get in touch. You don’t
need to be able to read
music or have had any
choral experience; the
only thing needed is
lots of enthusiasm!
Also, don’t worry if you
can’t make every Friday rehearsal or
every Sunday service, come as
often as you can.
• Contact Richard Hall: 0752 836 6075
choiratchristchurch@gmail.com

Friday Rehearsals in the church
• The Junior Choir 18.15pm – 19.30 pm
• The Senior Choir 19.30pm – 20.30pm
Sunday Services
•T
 he Senior Choir sings every Sunday morning and
rehearses before the service at 9am
•T
 he Junior Choir joins the Senior Choir at the All-Age Communion
on the first Sunday of each month, rehearsal at 9am

All are welcome

‘Singing is being
used more and more
to help patients with
Alzheimer’s disease
because the
cognitive benefits
are just so great’
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Churches
together
M

BAPTISMS

Jim Finch on Evangelical
movement, New Frontiers,
that “grows” new churches

y son, Simon, is the pastor and leader
of a New Frontiers church in New
Zealand. He was commissioned
several years ago to establish or plant a
church in Auckland. The Evangelical Alliance
believes that what characterises the
evangelical movement is its’ “Passion for the
Good News of Christ”. This passion has often
led to criticism of this branch of the Church as
being over-exuberant, even disrespectful.
From my own observations, their adherents
certainly do express with vigour and
demonstrate with great joy their
commitment to the Christian faith and the
spreading of the “Good News”.
The charismatic movement as an
extension of Evangelicalism began in the
1960’s, and new churches such as New
Frontiers trace their roots back to this period.
According to the 2011 Pew Forum, a study of
global Christianity, some 13% of Christians
are now Evangelicals.
Planting is a process which results in a new
local church being established, which
although it may continue to stay in
relationship with its’ mother church, must
eventually acquire a separate existence of its’
own. Initially, church planting in the Anglican
Church was problematic because it was
perceived as cutting across the authority of
the local bishop. However, the Church has
developed a new approach – Fresh
Expressions - based on the Mission-shaped
Church report of the General Synod 2004.
As a further development, the report in the
Anglican Conference- Global Anglican
Futures stated that it would consider offering
oversight to churches that had previously
been planted even if these had been without
authorisation from the local bishop.
Arguably, ecumenism or church unity in
practice!
FOOTNOTE: “Churches Together” is an
ecumenical organisation and assists the
different churches to work together. “New
Frontiers” has over 700 churches in 60
countries.

JANUARY 24TH
Jack
REDFERN
We welcome you into the
family at Christ Church.

New reader
coming along...
Felicity Banks on her training to be a reader at Christ Church

A

s a congregation we are good
at volunteering. We have a
clean and well-kept church;
refreshments after services;
enjoyable social events for children
and adults; servers and prayer
leaders- all thanks to volunteers and
our wardens. But inevitably there is a
lot more that could
usefully be done, and
one area is in ministry.
Simon RocksboroughSmith has been a layreader at Christ
Church for 20 years,
and retired last
December. He is still a
member of our
congregation, but will
no longer be preaching
and leading Evensong. I hope to fill the
space, albeit with a lot to learn.
So, I am training to be a Reader –
a Licensed Lay Minister, in formal
language. Eighteen months into a four
year course, I am even more aware
than I was at the beginning what a big
undertaking it is. The course is
designed as part-time, evenings and

weekends, to be run in parallel with a
full time career – and the knowledge
we end up with is very little short of
that of the ordinands training with us.
This is challenging. In fact, I couldn’t
have done it without having developed
a skilled team in my day job, which has
allowed me to drop back to three days
a week, without
worrying too much
about the quality and
value of what we do.
The theology is
fascinating. I’d thought
for a long time that I
needed to know more
about the reasoning
and history underlying
our faith, and now I’m
getting all I want. This
academic term, I have practical
ministerial learning, from a placement
with the chaplaincy team at St Helier
hospital. A real education in the
usefulness of prayer, backed by faith,
to help people in the most difficult of
situations.
People ask me if I am enjoying the
experience. Yes, I am.

‘Eighteen
months into a
four year course,
I am even more
aware what a
big undertaking
it is’

Did you know we send
‘Anniversary of baptism’ cards
for each child/person who
has been baptised at Christ
Church? We send them
on the anniversary of their
baptism for five years
after that date
JUNIOR CHURCH n a t i v i t y

Y o u r LETTERS

A big thank you
I must thank the team
at Christ Church who
gave so many of us
Christmas lunch on 17th
December 2015. It was a
wonderful meal – really
delicious – and quite free of
charge. There were drinks,
then a hot turkey stew with
vegetables, roast potatoes and
gravy. All this followed by a hot
mince-pie – my first of the
season –and a large helping of
ice-cream. Just lovely! Crackers
were on the tables, which added
to the fun. Coffee and tea came
at the end, and carols were
played on the piano, sung by us
all, underlining this season of
Christmas. I came across
some friends whom I had not
seen for a while and, none of us
did any washing-up!
Thank you. Elizabeth Flemming
We love hearing your news...
Drop us an email at
brendafclark@btinternet.com,
or leave a note at the cross aisle

It’ll be alright
on the night

T

his year our nativity was called
the Donkey’s Christmas. It was
all about a donkey played by
Henry who ‘no-one seemed to
notice, and no-one seemed to care!’ and
how there was no room at the inn for
Mary and Joseph. Mary – played by
Grace – had the never to be forgotten
plaintive cry ‘we need a place to stay
because the baby’s coming soon!’
Usually, we try and keep the dialogue
simple, because we are never too sure
who will make it to the performance, but
this year was our most ambitious nativity
ever. And what a magnificent group of
children! Many learned their lines of by
heart and they all rehearsed a lot!
Fortunately, Richard gave all the
children a top tip before they went out
to perform, and told them that they
mustn’t worry if anything goes wrong.
So, in true nativity style, the Kings
arrived early (a whole Christmas Carol
early), but our star, Eleftheria, managed
to improvise and all was well – probably
no one noticed. Tish Mousell
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The design of King Richard III’s
funeral pall centres around his coat of
arms with the additional themes of:
light out of darkness, the living and
the dead, the past and the present and
the heavenly and the earthy

DISCOVERING
PROVERBS

We have been intrigued by how
relevant proverbs are today...

Get all the advice and
instruction you can,
so you will be wise
the rest of your life.
Proverbs 19

Even children are known
by the way they act, whether
their conduct is pure and
whether it is right
Proverbs 20

For all the Saints...

L

April 23rd
ST. GEORGE

ittle is known about
St. George, the patron
saint of England. He
was born in the late 3rd
century AD in Cappadocia.
He became a soldier and
refused to take part in the
systematic persecution of
Christians in 303 thereby
denying his Christian faith.
He was executed in
Palestine and became an
early Christian martyr. The
legend of St. George
slaying a dragon which had
terrorised the citizens if
the whole city would
accept Jesus as Lord is a
medieval story.

In a nutshell with

Ann Paterson

Long-time Christ Churcher, Ann, on the important moments in her life...
What brought you to Christ Church?
My family and I moved to Cottenham Park Road
over 40 years ago and we decided to leave St.
Mark’s Church, Wimbledon and get to know our
local Christian community at Christ Church.
My daughter was baptised by Vic Read and over
the years I have been involved in various
aspects of church life including helping with the
coffee rota and the crèche. I became a server
when Celia Thomson was at Christ Church. We
are very fortunate to have Richard as our vicar
now. Our community has grown under his
leadership and warm welcome to everyone,
especially young families, and he always has
words of relevance to us all.
What are your hobbies and work areas?
Most of my professional life has been spent as a
GP in Southfields which has been a great
privilege, including caring for several
generations of families and also providing
home visits and out-of-hours care. I have seen
many changes in the NHS including new
technology and advances in treatment. Some
bureaucratic changes have not been as
welcome! Since my retirement, I have been
able to spend more time with my family,
especially my little grandson Finley who is
having excellent treatment at the Royal
Marsden Hospital, and we are very hopeful for
his recovery.
I am a Trustee of the Christian Care
Association, for whom I am also a volunteer as a
shopper and befriender. At our New Year party
we had 54 children and their parents. Great
fun! My hobbies and interest include enjoying
music (especially Chopin and Mozart), art,
playing bridge and belonging to a book club.

What special memories do you have
and what are you particularly proud of?
I have happy memories of my children
growing up and sharing holidays with family
and friends and of attending Chapel and
Evensong with my parents. They were very
supportive of my desire to be a doctor. I was
so glad my father saw me graduate and qualify
as, sadly, he died a year later. I initiated primary
care team meetings when our GP practice
moved and am proud of the quality of care
we achieved.
Do you have something to be
especially grateful for?
I am grateful for the support my family and
friends gave me when I was bringing up my
children on my own. Since then I have been very
fortunate in meeting Barry, my husband, and
we are blessed with a lovely combined family of
five children and five grandchildren with a sixth
expected in July.
Is there anything you would like to see
happen at Christ Church in the future?
I am looking forward to the new building
development, in the hope that it will enable us
to reach out more to the local community. I
would also like to strengthen the links between
Christ Church and Christian Care.
What difference does being a
Christian make to your life?
Being a Christian has been, and is the
foundation of my life. It has guided me and
given me strength at difficult times. Christ
gives me love for others and, hope in our
troubled world.

King Richard III
and Christ Church

I

It’s a little known fact that there are some works of utter skill and beauty in our midst that
link the last king of the House of York, King Richard III, with our own church – via a needle
and thread! Lynda Coleman uncovers a tapestry of intrigue...

was born and bred in
Leicester and so I was
brought up on stories of
Richard III riding out over
Bow bridge to do battle with
Henry Tudor at Bosworth in
1485 and of his body being
brought back over the same
bridge ignominiously slung over
a horse. We also learnt that his
body had probably been thrown
into the river Soar at the time of
the dissolution of the
monasteries.
So when, in 2012, a body
thought to be his was
discovered under a car park in
Leicester I was intrigued,
particularly when I learnt that,
having established that the
body was really that of Richard
III and that he was to be
reinterred in Leicester
cathedral, the coffin pall was to
be made by Jacquie Binns.
Those of you who have been
attending Christ Church as long
as I have may remember that
many years ago our then
Church Warden, Jane Fish ,

discovered a young church
embroiderer, Jacquie Binns,
who had recently graduated
from Goldsmiths’ College. After
much discussion Christ Church
commissioned her to produce
four altar frontals for the nave
altar with matching pulpit falls
and bible markers.
Jacquie went on to make altar
frontals and church vestments
for cathedrals all over the world
and has won numerous awards
for her work which is typified by
her use of texture which makes
the figures appear almost
3-dimensional. She is held in
such high renown and her work
commands such high prices,
that we could never contemplate
commissioning her now.
So next time you kneel at the
altar rail for communion, I
recommend you look closely at
the altar frontal. The white
frontal depicting Christ in
majesty is particularly striking
but not everyone appreciates
it – what do you think?
Do let us know.

Jacquie Binns was commissioned by Leicester Cathedral to create
the funeral pall for Richard III

Treasured pieces: Christ Church’s pulpit falls created
by Jacquie when she was newly graduated
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Flying solo

A – Z OF THE c h u r c h

Qfor Quire...

There are many of us in the congregation at
Christ Church who live on our own for a variety
of reasons. We thought it would nice to
exchange telephone numbers so that we would be
able to ring for a chat, or suggest meeting up for
coffee, doing a walk, or visiting a gallery
occasionally. Some of us will have family and
friends nearby to do things with, but I know of a
few where this is not the case. Please let us
have your thoughts about this idea, either by
email to brendafclark@btinternet.com or
a note on the cross-aisle in church.
Or, of course, having a chat with
me in church.
Brenda Clark

This the ancient word for choir- a
group of singers. It is also used
to describe the architectural part
of the church where the choir
sits in a church. It is positioned
between the nave and the
sanctuary. “quirister” is the word
used for a chorister in the past.

CHRIST CHURCH PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
• Godfrey Banks
Treasurer
• Sharon Mawhinney*
• Tish Mousell
• Julia Warner
• Paul Sinclair*
• Brenda Thurgood*
• Chris Larkman*

• Rev’d Richard Lane
• Julie Grainger
Churchwarden
• Sally Edmunds
Churchwarden
• Debbie Morley
Secretary

• Lynda Coleman*
• John Davey
• Pat Spencer
• Ian Christie
• Mary Ann Bown
• Naomi Lowe
• Vivian Harris

* Deanery Synod Representatives

PCC
News

T

he PCC have met twice
since the last edition of
the magazine – in
November and January. Aside
from the Building Development
project, which is covered
elsewhere in the newsletter,
there are many other matters
keeping the PCC busy.

New heating

The church is due to get a
new heating system. A big

thank you to our
churchwardens, Julie and
Sal, who have gone to a lot of
effort to find contractors and
to research the best type of
new system to get. They have
also organised for our old
safe to be replaced and
sorted repairs to the lighting
system and the leaking roof.
Bill Petch, our handyman, is
stepping down so we are now
on the look-out for a
replacement. Thank you, Bill,
for all your hard work over the
years for Christ Church.

Social side

On the social side of church
life, most of the small groups
are thriving and one group
have even been out for dinner
together! The trip to Rome in
September is now fully

subscribed. We have had lots
of discussions in the PCC
about whether or not to put
dates on the banners
advertising social events.
Such a small question brings
such passionate responses!

Stewardship

We have had a recent
stewardship appeal to all
members of our
congregation asking them to
review their financial giving to
Christ Church. We have
raised money through the
collections at the Christmas
services including the Carol
service, and, also at the
Advent Fair and the Messiah
concert. Thank you to
everyone who has supported
us at these events and to
those who have promised to

support us throughout the
coming year. It is especially
important at present as we
are losing our regular income
from the hall lettings.
We now have an organ
scholar in church, a young
local girl of 16. Richard Hall is
her mentor and she will be
having lessons with the
organist at St John’s. We
look forward to hearing
her play at Christ Church.
I am impressed as ever
with the members of the
PCC who apply themselves
equally to small and large
matters of church life to
make the best decisions
for Christ Church on behalf
of the congregation and
for the future users of
our church.
Debbie Morley, PCC secretary

R ay n e s Pa r k A s s o c i at i o n

Prizes, plans & parking!

SPCK
CELEBRATION

Chris Larkman, Chair of the Raynes Park Association,
keeps us up-to-date with local news...

Best High Street Award

Raynes Park was shortlisted as one of the Best
High Streets in London, along with Pitshanger
Lane, Ealing and Roman Road, E2, in an
initiative organised by the Department of
Communities & Local Government. The
feedback we received said that we were strong
contenders because of the way the Raynes
Park Association had worked in close and
successful partnership with the local council,
South-West Trains, Network Rail, health
services and local businesses to deliver
significant improvements. With very little
money we have achieved many ‘small wins’
including the tidying of the railway
embankments, some improvement to the
station, removal of advertising hoardings and
improved pavements. We lost out to
Pitshanger Lane in the end, but my hope is that
we will continue to see positive changes and
improvements in the future. Perhaps we don’t
need quite so many estate agents though!

Christmas Festival

The Raynes Park Christmas Festival at the
beginning of December was a tremendous
success. The highlight was the number
of excellent choirs (both children’s and
adults’) who came to sing. Make a note in
your diary of this year’s Festival –
Friday 2 December from 3-7pm.

Crossrail 2

We are likely to be hearing a great deal about
Crossrail 2 for the next 30 years or so! The
concept is exciting – a fast railway system
joining SW with NE London. I was amused
when one of the planners reminded me that
such a plan was originally conceived in the
1920s! But, if these plans are not thought
through carefully, they could bring both shortterm and long-term devastation, and I
recommend we all look out for opportunities
to become involved in the consultation
process.

Railway embankments

We are very much hoping that we may at last
be getting an agreement with Network Rail to
allow us to access the embankments to keep
them tidy and to plant flowers and shrubs. But
they are tough people to work with, so watch
out this summer to see how successful we are!

Travelodge launch

The Travelodge above the Post Office should
finally be opening as you receive your copy of
this magazine. The delay has been caused by
the previous contractors going bust and
leaving faulty cladding on the exterior walls.
So next Christmas some of us may be able to
put up family and friends there rather than
having them stay with us!

One-hour parking

I am keen to hear from anyone living in the
area just to the north of Raynes Park town
centre where they introduced a one-hour
parking restriction during the day. How is
this working for you? For most of us the
restrictions are from 8am to 6pm. The idea
behind the one-hour restriction is that it
should deter commuters whilst allowing
more flexibility for friends and builders etc.
chrislarkman@gmail.com
The Raynes Park Association is an
umbrella organisation comprising residents
associations, local businesses and other
organisations in Raynes Park.

I

was very pleased to receive
an invitation in November to
attend a reception hosted by
the The Rt Revd and Rt Hon
Richard Chartres, Bishop of
London, to celebrate the work of
the Society for the Propogation
of Christian Knowledge, at his
London home – The Old Deanery
opposite St. Paul’s Cathedral.
Those attending were
supporters and trustees of the
society and it was so good to see
so many young faces.
The society was founded in
1698 – its central aim being to
support the communication of
the Christian faith through
education and the provision of
Christian resources. Throughout
its long history, the society has
distributed over 30 million
books worldwide, and has
provided the means for
translating the Book of Common
Prayer into more than 200
languages. It sent the first
printing presses to India, the
first printed books to Australia
and provided tracts for sailors
on Nelson’s ships!
The theme of the evening was
to highlight two new initiatives.
Firstly the new app – SPCK New
Leaf – where one can view the
entire range of books published
by the society. Secondly, during
Lent, SPCK hopes to place
specially written prayers on
public transport to share the
many benefits of prayer with
commuters from all spiritual
backgrounds. As the Bishop
said, they’ll very easy to read
standing on the tube in the
rush hour! What a very
enjoyable evening. Brenda Clark
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION

O

ur annual Advent fair was the perfect way to kick
off the Christmas season. Entertained beautifully
by Rich on piano and accompanied by mulled
wine and sausage rolls, parishioners could
choose festive goodies from various stalls including
delicious home produce, books – courtesy of Muks Babar,
Elaine’s christmas plants, KFH’s famous mincemeat and of
course the ‘Royal’ stall. Wonderful raffle prizes were on
offer, thanks to the generosity of the congregation, and the
children were kept busy making Christmas decorations
and cards at the craft stall. We managed to raise a fabulous
£950, so a big thank you to all involved.

PRAYER

Mo shows off the regal wares on offer

The children enjoy a “Blue Peter” moment at the craft stall
with Naomi guiding the glitter and glueing proceedings

Swift business at the book stall fronted by Sarah
and Mike

Lord, I pray for
my family and
friends, my
neighbours
at home, at work,
the ones I like
– and dislike.
For those who
are ill; those who
are troubled or
who mourn.
For the oppressed;
those involved in
disaster or war.
Bless them Father,
in their various
troubles and
show me how
I may help.

Did you know you can take out an
annual subscription for the Christ
Church magazine for £7.50 for 3 copies.
The easiest way is to put a cheque or
cash in an envelope and give it to a
churchwarden (Sal or Julie), Godfrey
Banks (church treaurer) or Richard.
Thank you for your support.
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T

hank you very much to all who have supported this centre
which supports homeless people with hot meals, clothing,
medical advice and support in finding work. FIA is an
ecumenical charity and receives support from local churches;
Wimbledon Mosque; Wimbledon synagogue, and local retailers as
well as many other local charities. If you are able to supply some
clothing, please leave at
the back of church in a bag
labelled FIA. Thank you.
• To learn more about the
Drop-in Centre and how
you can help, contact the
manager Andy on 07843
280419 or visit the
website- faithinaction@
wimbledonguild.uk

4. What is the nickname of the
building located at 122 Leadenhall Street
A. Cheese grater B. Gherkin C. Toothpick
5. In which American state was US President
Barack Obama born?
6. Which is the only number whose
letters are in alphabetical order?
ANSWERS: 1. Iran, Iraq, Laos, Oman. 2.Waterloo.
3.Charles Dickens. 4.Toothpick. 5.Hawaii. 6.Forty

Perfect harmony
at the Advent Fair

The Fircroft Trust

T

his has been one of the Lenten charities supported by
churches in the diocese. It is a charity which supports
adults living in the community with mental health problems
and/or learning disabilities. It works in partnership with a wide
range of local charities including MIND. They give personal
support on a one-to-one basis, and also provide state-of-the art
homes for adults needing varying degrees of support.
• For more information contact The Fircroft Trust at
www.thefircroft trust.org
020 8399 1772

A – Z OF THE c h u r c h

R for Revelation...

The Book of Revelation is the last
book of the Bible. John of Patmos,
the author, received a special
revelation, or, “apokalyapsis”,
(which means “uncovering”, or,
“disclosed”), which would unveil the
true state of affairs, so that the
faithful would know how to conduct
themselves in the last days. The
Book of Revelation begins and ends
by saying that those who read,
understand and apply its’ message
would be happy for doing so.

Merton Street Pastors

E

laine Chester (front row, middle), our wonderful and superbly
talented florist ran her annual wreathmaking night in the hall in
December. We sold out! We had our best ever attendance with
19 of us attending. With the best nibbles ever, and hopefully – as some
of us have been doing this for a few years now – our best wreaths ever!

M

erton Street Pastors are Christians from local churches
working together to respond to the needs of people on the
streets on Friday nights. They will walk around the streets
as a team and pray together for those in need in the community.
• If you would like to help in any way ,either practically or
financially, please contact www.streetpastors.org.uk,
or phone 07412 018920

Thank you Simon

S

imon Rocksborough-Smith was licensed to
be a Lay Reader in October 1995 and carried
out this role at Christ Church for twenty
years. In December he decided the time had
come to retire. Thank you Simon, for all your hard
work and service during this time.
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Spring Diary 2016
Monday 14th March		

Thursday 24th March

7.30pm	Brass Group

MAUNDY THURSDAY 		
11am	Holy Communion

6.15pm	Children’s Choir

	No Bruno Bear

7.30pm	Adult Choir

Tuesday 5th April		

Tuesday 15th March

8pm	Maundy Thursday Trifle

Friday 8th April		

11am	Morning Prayer

8.30pm	Eucharist of “The Last

7.30pm	Adult Choir

7.30pm	Film Group,

Sunday 24th April		

Supper” followed by

Truman Room
Thursday 17th March

8am	Holy Communion

“Stripping of the

Sunday 10th April		

10am

Church” and “Watch of

8am	Holy Communion

11am	APCM

Prayer until Midnight”

10am	Parish Eucharist with

6.30pm	BCP Evensong

9.30am	Bruno Bear,

Parish Eucharist

Baptism

Avenue Road

Friday 25th March

6.30pm	Contemporary Evening

GOOD FRIDAY			

8pm	Lent Group,
Truman Room

Friday Group

2pm 	“The Last Hour”

Sunday 27th March

7.30pm	Brass Group

Monday 11th April		

Tuesday 26th April		

7.30pm	Brass Group

11am	Morning Prayer

Tuesday 12th April		

Wednesday 27th April

11am	Morning Prayer

7.30pm	Film Group,

EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday 20th March
PALM SUNDAY		

Thursday 14th April		

by breakfast

9.30am	Bruno Bear,

	No 8am Service

10am

10am	Celebrate Together

11am	PCC Meeting,

6.30pm	BCP Evensong

Truman Room
6.30pm 	Contemporary Prayer

Truman Room

6.15am	Dawn Service followed

8am	Holy Communion		
Parish Eucharist

Thursday 28th April

Avenue Road

9.30am	Bruno Bear,
Avenue Road

Friday 15th April		

3pm	ParishTea,

6.15pm	Children’s Choir
Tuesday 29th March		

Truman Room

7.30pm	Adult Choir
Friday 29th April		

	No 11.00am
Monday 21st March			

Morning Prayer

7.30pm	Prayer & Meditation for
Holy Week
8pm	Brass Group

Sunday 17th April		

6.15pm	Children’s Choir

8am	Holy Communion

7.30pm	Adult Choir

Thursday 31st March

10am

	No Bruno Bear

6.30pm	Contemporary Evening

3pm	Parish Tea,
Tuesday 22nd March

Parish Eucharist
Prayer

Truman Room
Monday 18th April		

11am	Morning Prayer
7.30pm	Prayer & Meditation for

Sunday 3rd April

7.30pm	Brass Group

FIRST SUNDAY OF EASTER

Holy Week

Monday 25th April		

Liturgy of the Cross

6.15pm	Children’s Choir
7.30pm	Adult Choir

Prayer

12-2pm 	Prayer at the Foot
of the Cross

Friday 18th March		
10am

Friday 22nd April		

8am	Holy Communion

Tuesday 19th April		

Wednesday 23rd March

10am	Celebrate Together

11am	Morning Prayer

7.30pm	Prayer & Meditation for

6.30pm	BCP Evensong

8pm	Book Club

Monday 4th April		

Thursday 21st April		

7.30pm	Brass Group

9.30am	Bruno Bear,

Holy Week

Building Development
Storage Needs

As our project gets underway,
and we await the demolition
of the existing hall, we will
need storage space for items
in the hall and kitchen while
the new hall is being built. If
you have any suitable space
e.g. an empty garage, please
do get in touch with Richard.
Thank you

Avenue Road

Thank you to all our contributors...
We hope you’ve enjoyed this issue and thank all of you
who have contributed. We’d love to hear your thoughts and
would welcome any feature ideas,letters, memories and photographs you
have. We already have some exciting ideas for the next issue.
Email the Editor Brenda on brendafclark@btinternet.com
or Art Editor Naomi on naomi.lowe@blueyonder.co.uk

How to get in touch
Vicar: The Revd Richard Lane,
16 Copse Hill, SW20 OHG.
020 8946 4491
westwimbledon@btinternet.com
Parish Office opening hours: 10am - 12 noon,
Tuesday to Friday.
ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.christchurch-westwimbledon.org.

