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Welcome to our
Summer edition
We celebrated
Richard’s time
at Christ Church
in true style
in June (see
page 8). Many
thanks to Naomi
(our magazine
designer) and
Ian (Christie)
for all their
photographs. We
wish Richard well
in his new post
in the Forest Hill
Team Ministry.
We love hearing
from you – letters,
questions, stories
– you can either
email me at
brendafclark@
btinternet.com,
or leave a note at
the cross aisle.
Have a lovely
summer...

Brenda

St George
welcomes
Richard

The Service of Licensing of
Richard was a joyful occasion...

A

large group from the congregation at Christ
Church went by coach (many thanks to
Lynda Coleman for organising) to St.
Georges Church in Forest Hill on July 5th to
attend the induction of Richard as Priest in
Charge in the Forest Hill Team Ministry. The
Bishop of Southwark, The Rt. Revd. Christopher
Chessun, conducted the service and after
re-affirming his ordination vows, the Bishop
officially licensed Richard to be priest of that
parish by giving him the key. Richard then gave a
short sermon during which he read out the prayer
from the album which we gave him as a leaving
present (see page 12). After welcomes from
groups, organisations and councillors from the
parish, we were offered strawberries and cream
as refreshments as we were from Wimbledon!

A cracking Christ Church send off!
One thing is for sure, Christ Church knows how to throw a fabulous
party. With a jazz band, a barn dance and a speech beamed all the way
from Mongolia it was an event not to be missed. See page 8 for more...
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u p d at e f r o m o u r wa r d e n s

What does the Interregnum
mean for us at Christ Church?
From the date of Richard’s licensing at Forest Hill we are officially in interregnum (literally, the
period between the reigns of two leaders). You may have lots of questions... When will we have a new
vicar? Who chooses the new vicar? What does this mean for day to day parish life? How can I be
involved? Sal Edmunds and Julie Granger, our fabulous churchwardens, answer your questions...

I

t is a time for us to reflect on our
life at Christ Church and to think
about our future – who are we?
Where would we like to see our
parish and our church in the next five
years? What are our unique selling
points? What do we want our new
vicar to be like? How can we “sell” our
church to potential new vicars?
During the interregnum we have
a wide range of visiting clergy taking
our services (see page 14 for details)
– an opportunity for us to see
different styles of worship and
preaching. So let’s use the
opportunity positively – what do we
like? What do we like less? How
does that help us to refine our “ask”
of a potential new vicar?
In practical terms, the
churchwardens legally become the
“sequestrators”, that is the Bishop’s
officers in the parish, with
responsibility for chairing the PCC
and (with the PCC and others) ensuring
the smooth running of the church
and parish life – so no pressure then!
We are very grateful to everyone who
provided comments and thoughts for the
parish profile and, in particular, helping to
crystallise what we are looking for in a new
vicar. The PCC has agreed the draft parish
profile and a copy is at the back of church for
people to look at. This is a living document
that will continue to be revised as the
interregnum progresses and things change
(such as the installation of the new heating
system and progress with the building
project). It will be sent to anyone expressing
an interest in becoming our new vicar.
In terms of the recruitment process, we

‘The churchwardens
legally become the
Bishop’s officers with
responsibility for
chairing the PCC and
ensuring the smooth
running of the church
and parish life –
so no pressure then! ’

are working closely with the
Archdeacon (Simon Gates) and his
team. Simon met the PCC on 29th
June to explain what happens next
and to answer questions and
concerns, the PCC has nominated
two parish representatives to act as
our formal link with the application
and interview process (Sal
Edmunds and Chris Larkman) and
we have a draft timeline. Under
current plans, we’ll be advertising
the vacancy in early September
with interviews planned for early
October (Bishop Richard will chair
the interviews but Sal and Chris
have the right of veto, a safeguard
for Christ Church). An informal
parish day will be arranged before
the interviews take place – a
chance for prospective clergy to
visit the parish, speak to the
churchwardens and see who we
are. And of course an informal
chance for us to check them out!
The Diocese is selling our
current vicarage and our new vicar
will be appointed “priest in charge” until our
new vicarage is completed. The Diocese is
responsible for providing housing and
currently plans to house our new vicar
temporarily in St Saviour’s vicarage.
So this is an exciting time, a busy time and
a time for us to reflect, to pray and to pull
together. We are immensely grateful for all
the offers of help and support and for the
expert knowledge of Sara who runs the
parish office). We will get things wrong and
there will be Sundays when things don’t run
as smoothly as they might – please bear with
us, we’re doing our best!

Our Lent and Easter celebrations

B

From Renaissance works of art to scruffy cardboard boxes, Lucy Christie explains the
thought-provoking and varied ways we celebrated Lent and Easter this year

alance had barely been restored
after our Christmas feasting when
the tossing and eating of
pancakes began. Ash Wednesday
is traditionally solemn but Richard
encouraged us to find joy in Lent; in times of
stillness and in doing more of whatever
brings us closer to God.
Holy Week began with services of
meditation and prayer. On one evening
there was a peaceful contemplation of three
paintings ; ‘Cleansing the Temple’ by Valentin
de Boulogne (above); ‘The Pact of Judas’ by
Barna da Siena, and a modern painting
depicting Jesus and the barren fig tree. On
another evening, words from Stephen
Cottrell’s book ‘The Things He Carried’

helped us to think about our sins and the
wrongdoing in the world. Symbolically we
pulled petals off a flower and laid our broken
flowers at the foot of the cross taking up a
new more beautiful flower in its place.
On Maundy Thursday, echoing The Last
Supper, we gathered for a meal in our small
groups in homes across the parish. We then
came together in church for a delicious
dessert before celebrating communion.
After the stripping bare of the church, a few
remained in our own floral Garden of
Gethsemane at the side-altar, for the watch
of prayer until midnight. On Good Friday
there was a children’s service during which
the Easter Garden was created. This was
followed by readings and reflections on

‘Prayer at the foot of the cross’ and finally,
a service commemorating Jesus’ last hour
on the Cross. With the ringing of the
up-turned chalice on the stone altar in our
ears, we crept home to wait.
Despite the clocks going forward, a brave
few gathered in the dark on Easter morning
to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection as the sun
rose. Our ‘Celebrate Together Easter
Service’ was joyful, and our worship
enhanced by the South London Brass Band.
Richard illustrated the Easter events with a
tempting chocolate egg that was hollow
inside. In contrast, a scruffy cardboard box
that seemed so unpromising, just like Jesus’
death, was ultimately shown to contain a
gift of love (and chocolate) for us all.
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For all the Saints...

OBITUARY

The Revd Victor Read
1929-2016

Pat Spencer on the life of one of Christ Church’s much-loved Vicars

July 31st
IGNATIUS
OF LOYOLA

S

t. Ignatius began his
career as a soldier in
the 16th century.
During convalescence
after receiving serious
wounds, he read about
the life of Jesus, and
other saints. He retired
to Manresa and wrote
the first draft of his
famous “Spiritual
Exercises” – a manual
used for prayer and
meditation which is still
used today. He founded
the ‘Society of Jesus’
in Paris where students
joined him in taking
vows of poverty, chastity
and obedience.

PRAYER
Jesus my friend;
the person I can
relax with, be quiet
or talk to at length;
complain to or
rejoice with.
Can I allow myself to
be friends with
Jesus?

W
Christ Church
Summer Concert

Always a brilliant showcase for the amazing
musical talent we have in our midsts, this
year’s Summer Concert was no exception...

W

e were treated to a lovely concert on
Saturday 25th June entitled “My heart is
like a singing bird” – the title of a song by
Bob Chilcott (b1955). There was an
uplifting mix of piano, flute and oboe solo pieces and
choral music. The concert featured the Choirs of
Christ Church and the Fulham Children’s Choir and
was conducted by Hermione Ruck Keene and Richard
Hall. It was a great pleasure to see so many children
and young people in the choir enjoying their singing.
Highlights included Bob Chilcott’s “Can you hear
me?” where the children not only sang, but signed the
song. Tom Kirby on the oboe treated us to two
wonderful pieces by Domenico Cimarosa, and
Richard explained how amazing Tom’s progress has
been, to be able to play these pieces with such
accomplishment. We look forward to seeing you at the
next concert. Look out for posters in church!

hen Vic Read became Vicar
of Christ Church in 1973, a
post he held until his
retirement in 1994, it was not
his first association with the church – or
the area. Vic had been a pupil at Tiffin
Boys School in Kingston from 1940-45
before working for the British Coal
Utilisation Research Association and
performing his National Service with the
RAF, mainly in Egypt. He met Pat, his
future wife at St. Matthew’s Church,
Surbiton’s youth fellowship and his role
as a Sunday School teacher, youth group
leader and as a Reader there led him to
find his vocation as a priest.
After training at the London College of
Divinity he was ordained Deacon in 1958,
just after his marriage to Pat. They came
to St. Mary’s Parish, Wimbledon and
much of his curacy was spent serving
Christ Church, then one of the daughter
churches. He served a second curacy at
Flackwell Heath from 1961 and was Vicar
of two parishes in Lincoln Diocese from
1964 to 1973, during which time Lincoln
became his favourite cathedral .
When Henry Andrewes Uthwatt,
Christ Church’s first Vicar after it
became a separate parish, moved away
in 1972, the first round of interviews
proved fruitless and the Churchwardens
Fred Stageman and Stan Tanner
suggested to the Bishop that Vic might
be invited to apply, thus beginning his 21
year incumbency.
In those days Christ Church had a
curate as well as a Vicar and one of these,
Peter Kefford, was a gifted musician. Vic
enjoyed telling jokes and performing in
amateur dramatics and had a lifelong
passion for playing the drums. He and
Peter produced two large scale musical
events, Joseph and His Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat and Captain
Noah and His Floating Zoo in the church,
with a special stage made to fit over the

front pews.
In his spare
time Vic loved
to go to the
theatre and
was a great
film buff. He
led several
visits to the
Passion Play in
Oberammergau.
Vic was a gifted
preacher and teacher and gave
pastoral support to many in his
congregation and outside. As well
as organising services, study
groups and the usual clerical duties
(in his days there were three
hospitals as well as seven care
homes in the parish) he was an
enthusiastic chaplain to the Sea
Cadets and school governor and
regularly took assemblies at three
schools in the area. Pat taught for
many years at the Priory School,
then a Middle School as well as
singing in the choir and helping
with the Guides.
Their last service before
retirement was on 25th September
1994, Harvest Festival, and it proved
a more dramatic day than they might
have liked as Pat was rushed to hospital
the night before with what turned out
to be diabetes. They moved to Towcester
to be near their daughter Lesley and
her family. In his retirement Vic and
Pat were able to spend more time
visiting the theatre and cinema and
taking holidays in far flung destinations
(always trying to avoid pollen as Vic
suffered from hay fever).
It was a great shock to be told by
Lesley of her father’s death in March this
year as apart from arthritic knees he had
seemed in good health and had
continued to assist the churches in the

Top: An illustration of Vic
preaching in 1959.
Above: Vic used his acting
skills, appearing in an ad
campaign for Judy
Childrens Wear Ltd, shot
at Christ Church in 1974

Towcester area until the very end of his
life. I was pleased to be invited to read a
lesson at his service of thanksgiving in
St. Michael’s Church Silverstone – Pat
and Lesley wanted someone to
represent Christ Church at the service
as Christ Church had been such an
important part of his life. I was joined by
seventeen former or present members
of Christ Church at the service.

‘Vic enjoyed telling jokes
and performing in
amateur dramatics and
had a lifelong passion for
playing the drums ’
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PCC
News

A warm church!

The PCC have
met three
times since the
last edition of the
magazine - in March
and May for regular
meetings, and then a
special meeting in June
with the archdeacon, to
discuss next steps after
Richard’s departure.
Plus, the installation of
the new heating has
meant some disruption

Parish profile

A baptism that
seemed impossible

Thank you also to the Social
Committee who organised the
fabulous leaving party for
Richard and Hannah!

The PCC were very sad to hear
that Richard was leaving. They
thanked him for everything he
had done for Christ Church,
and wished him well for the
future. Sal Edmunds, our
church-warden, has compiled
a parish profile which will help
us when we start to recruit a
new vicar. There is a copy at the
back of the church for you to

Let’s also remember Richard’s
words at this point – he asked
us to support our
churchwardens at this time as
they will need our help through
the coming months.
In other news, our
churchwarden, Julie, has
organised for the new heating
system to be installed in
church. She has done a very
thorough job of research and
preparation. Thank you Julie!
We have also signed up to EcoChurch which has an online
survey so we can see just how
eco-friendly we are managing
to be. We will be given a Bronze,
Silver or Gold level according to
our achievements.

see. We would like to thank
everyone in the congregation
who gave Sal their input in the
compiling of this document,
and to Naomi for designing it.

Interregnum

Rev.Simon Gates, the
archdeacon, has given us a
very comprehensive list of
things to do as well as some
hints on how to find the best
person to fill Richard’s shoes,
not least reminding us to pray to
God to show us the right

person. The process will begin
in September and we will keep
you updated on this new
opportunity for our parish.
We would also like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone
in the congregation who has
offered their practical help to
the wardens during this busy
time of change. Also to all the
visiting vicars who will be taking
the 8am and 10am services.
Their names will be in the
weekly pew sheets so you know
who is visiting us.

Supporting music

We are also pleased to have
the opportunity to support
Richard Hall in his studies as
he prepares to start at the
Guildhall School of Music
this autumn to do a Masters
Degree. We are lucky to
have such a talented
Director of Music!
A busy time of change – it
can be unsettling but we in
the PCC are looking forward
to the future and the good
things we hope it will bring us.
Debbie Morley, PCC secretary

BAPTISMS
FROM JUNE...
Jack
REDFERN

Orly Lo
Rabagliati
Ben
Park
Harry James
Whitton
Finley Luca
Roberts
Carmen
Garrick-Caro
Eleanor
Garrick-Caro
Edward Benjamin
Earnshaw
Lara Jane
Newcombe
Mylo James Obiero
Othoro

CHRIST CHURCH PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

• Rev’d Richard Lane
• Julie Grainger
Churchwarden
• Sally Edmunds
Churchwarden
• Debbie Morley
Secretary

•N
 icola Myatt
Treasurer
•S
 haron Mawhinney*
•T
 ish Mousell
•J
 ulia Warner
•P
 aul Sinclair*
•B
 renda Thurgood*
•C
 hris Larkman*

* Deanery Synod Representatives

• Lynda Coleman*
• John Davey
• Pat Spencer
• Ian Christie
• Mary Ann Bown
• Naomi Lowe
• Vivian Harris

Elsie Constance
Neal
We welcome you into the family at
Christ Church.

PRAYER
Put the desire in me only for those
things that you desire me to know,
and to have, and to love.

Did you know we send ‘Anniversary
of baptism’ cards for each child/
person who has been baptised at
Christ Church? We send them
on the anniversary of their baptism
for five years after that date

We wanted to share with you this uplifting story from one
of our sister Parish magazines from All Saints, Twickenham.
John and Marie have cared for Denim since he was put
into foster care as a new born. Due to the challenging
circumstances of his birth, the little boy, now 8, has
complex disabilities but also a passion for the church...

S

ix years ago when Denim was two
years old, we asked his social
worker if it would be possible to
have him baptised. As his foster carers
we are not allowed to make these
decisions ourselves. She looked at us
shrugged and said “What difference will
it make to him?” “Physically, no
difference at all”, we replied. She then
asked, “Does it mean that he cannot
attend church anymore if he is not
baptised?” Of course the answer to this
was “no”. So social worker decided there
was no reason to pursue the matter.
Social workers come and go fairly
frequently and every time Denim had a
new one, we asked the same question –
the answer was always the same. This
went on for six years. Over this period of
time, Denim’s interest in the Church has
grown and grown. Despite his complex
disabilities and learning difficulties, his
love of the Church and God is constant.
At home, if he is not watching Mass on
his Ipad, then he will be dressing up as Fr.
Alex or sometimes even the Bishop! He
sings hymns all day and he often knows
the introits and psalms better than the
Schola!! It would be fair to say that Denim
is happiest when he is in church. We
prayed every day that God would give us
a way to have Denim baptised.
Three months ago, Denim was given a
new social worker. During one of her
home visits, Denim was giving his usual
repertoire of hymns and Bible readings.
Even though we knew what the answer
would be, we thought it would be a good
time to ask THE question.
However, what happened next was
completely unexpected; we suddenly

‘She asked Denim
“Why do you want to be
baptised?” He looked
straight at her and
answered... “So I can be
part of God’s family”’
heard the words “I don’t see why not”. We
looked in utter amazement. She herself is
a Roman Catholic so completely
understood why we thought it important
to have Denim baptised. She asked
Denim some questions including “Why
do you want to be baptised?” He looked
straight at her and answered...“So I can
be part of God’s family”.
Yes, even we stood there with our
mouths open and knew at that point our
prayers had been answered. On Sunday
29th November, Denim was baptised.
John, Marie, Charlotte and Victoria
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As Mark’s farewell speech
was transmitted from
Mongolia, Richard and
Hannah couldn’t hide
their suprise. Meanwhile,
everyone at the party
wrote personal messages
(see below) which were
bound into a farewell card

So long, farewell...

T

Friends, fun and fabulous food...

A proper Christ
Church send off!
Having touched so many
lives within the parish
and further, Richard and
Hannah’s leaving bash
was full of hugs and fond
farewell messages

W

ith heavy hearts we held the leaving bash for our beloved
Richard and Hannah on June 4th, who we couldn’t believe
were leaving us after 12 years and 9 months of ministry at
Christ Church. It was a really wonderful event. A fabulous jazz duo
kicked off the evening and as people started to arrive, Mike and
Leslie cooked two hundred sausages on the barbecue. Then, came
the big surprise – a projection of former Church Warden, Mark
Adams, beaming over a goodbye speech from Mongolia! A
beautiful album of photographs, documenting Richard’s time at
Christ Church, was presented along with a case of specially selected
wine. Our Vicar was heard to remark that the photographs even
made the vicarage look good! This was followed by a barn dance,
very much enjoyed by young and not so young alike.
The weather was perfect and meant the children could play out
well past 9pm. Anyone who could possibly make it came along –
there were between 150 and 200 people there. Many said they’d
planned to come just for an hour, but stayed the whole evening! It
was great to see so many families, Brownies, Guides, Junior
Church and KFH members. Food and wine flowed, and great fun
(tinged with sadness) was had by all. Social Committee Members

Young and not so young
members of the parish danced
the night away fuelled by the
delicious nibbles on offer

he bells rang out on June 12th for Richard’s final
service and Christ Church welcomed many
visitors, including friends and family of the four
children being baptised. Aptly, we sang ‘Let us build a
house where love can dwell’ with the refrain ‘All are
welcome in this place’. The entire service was rich in
music. In addition to choir and organ, we enjoyed
flute, violin, guitar and brass band accompaniments.
Richard taught us the chorus to a new hymn – ‘Who is
like the Lord our God’ – that we might do it justice,
urging us to throw caution to the wind – channelling
our inner Paul Simon! In his address Richard thanked
and remembered all those who had died, come to be
married and been baptised – illustrating the everchanging pattern of life as incumbent. He spoke
about how, like the newly baptised babies, we should
change, grow and develop, not remaining static, both
as individuals and as a parish.
After communion, the children recited their
collectively written poem about Richard’s ministry
and departure, and presented him with a framed
copy. Simon Rocksborough Smith spoke about
Richard’s time at Christ Church. Listing many positive
attributes, he mentioned how, under his ministry, the
Church had flourished, with young families coming,
children having their special slot during services, how
he had introduced new ideas (such as the Easter
Dawn Liturgy) and his excellent addresses. Finally,
that we were saying goodbye to a family – Richard,
Hannah (helping so many people behind the scenes),
Simon and Jude.
As a joyful and emotional service
came to an end, Richard Hall played us
out with ‘Sortie’ by Lufebure-Wely, and
the South London Brass performed ‘So
long farewell’ from the ‘Sound of music’.
We then headed to the hall for cake,
coffee, fizz and farewells. Liz Errington
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British food
in the 50s

For those of us who are old
enough to remember...
and for the rest this is a
history lesson!

A garden with
a message

A

n ancient Chinese myth states that
when we are born the gods tie our
ankles with a red thread and attach it
to all the people whose lives we’re destined
to touch. We were interested by this garden
at RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show
which represents a modern interpretation
of this myth. Six large oak posts, varying in
heights and sizes, are threaded with red rope,
representing the complex journey destiny
can take to connect people. What a powerful
and beautiful representation of how we can
touch so many lives and create a map of
friendship and love.

• Pasta had not been invented
and pizza was something to do
with a leaning tower.
• Bananas and oranges only
appeared at Christmas time.
• All crisps were plain; the only choice we had was whether to put the salt on or not.
• Curry was a surname and a “takeaway” was a mathematical problem.
• Rice was a milk pudding, and never, ever part of our dinner.
• A Big Mac was what we wore when it was raining.
• Oil was for lubricating, fat was for cooking and prunes were medicinal
• Coffee was Camp and came in a bottle and cubed sugar was regarded as posh.
• Fish didn’t have fingers and eating raw fish was called poverty, not sushi.
• Only Heinz made beans and none of us had ever heard of yoghurt.
• Healthy food consisted of anything edible and seaweed was not a recognised food.
• Muesli was readily available – it was called cattle feed.
• Pineapples came in chunks in a tin; we had only ever seen a picture of a real one.
• Water came out of the tap, if someone had suggested bottling it and charging
more than petrol for it they would have become a laughing stock.
• The one thing that we never ever had on our table in the fifties were our elbows!

DISCOVERING
PROVERBS

We have been intrigued by how relevant
proverbs are today...

Those too lazy to plough in the right
season will have no food at the
harvest.
Proverbs 20:4

Though good advice lies deep within
the heart, a person with
understanding will draw it out.
Proverbs 20:5

Many will say they are loyal friends,
but who can find one who is truly
reliable.
Proverbs 20:6

For all the Saints...

C h u r ch H a l l d e v e l o p m e n t p r o j e c t

Book Club News
The Christ Church Book Club
meets monthly at a member’s
house. We choose books which
we hope will be of interest and
encourage some discussion – in a very
informal way! Our next meeting is at 44
Craven Gardens on September 20th at
8pm. We will be discussing Brideshead
Revisited by Evelyn Waugh. On October 18th
we will be meeting at 3 Elm Walk to discuss
Mansfield Park by Jane Austen. We look
forward to seeing you.
• Details of our current programme can
be found at the cross-aisle or from
Colin Holloway; tel: 8946 9930 or
colin@holloway.myzen,co.uk

August 11th
SISTER CLARE

T

ender proposals were sent to three construction firms at the beginning
of June. On receipt of those tenders, our architect and quantity surveyor
will evaluate them. The Christ Church Building Development
Committee will assess their suitability by visiting previous projects they have
worked on, talking to their clients and reviewing their financial solvency.
Hopefully, a suitable contractor will be found within a month of the tender
submission date. If there has to be a re-design of the project due to tender
prices being too high, or other issues, we have the services of a very
experienced quantity surveyor who has already reviewed the costs in great
detail. We are optimistic that we will find a company who will look favourably,
and price keenly on an interesting and non-commercial development such
as ours. Sharon Mawhinney.

S

ister Clare was the daughter
of rich parents but she gave
up all she possessed and went
to Assissi to meet St. Francis. In
1215 he appointed her Abbess of
one of the first women’s convents.
She wore a hair shirt and lived on
bread and water during Lent. Her
fellow Sisters became known as
“Poor Clares”. Clare was a very
caring person, and made sure the
Poor Clares were warmly tucked
up in bed every night!

In a nutshell with

David Simpson

Regular congregation member, book club contributor and lift-giver David,
on his life and Christ Church...
What brought you to Christ Church?
I‘ve been a member of Christ Church for
almost 30 years and it’s an essential part of
my life. It was my wife, Jane, who brought
me to the church in 1986. My parents were
regular church goers but I’d stopped
attending in my teenage years. The
Anglican ritual and faith, and its eternal
truth and wonder, has held me ever since.
What are your hobbies and work areas?
I worked as a journalist, first in Belfast
covering the troubles, and then in Fleet
Street, where I reported on politics and
then consumer affairs for the Press
Association, the UK’s national news
agency. Paisley, Thatcher, salmonella in
eggs, champagne and a thousand other
topics. After joining Royal Mail’s press
office, I became Director of News and was
one of the company’s lead spokesmen.

After retiring from full-time work in 2012,
I worked as a volunteer with Merton
Christian Care. I now teach maths as a
volunteer at Wimbledon College and as a
private tutor to GCSE and A-Level students.
What special memories do you have
and what are you particularly proud of?
I’m blessed with a lovely, talented and kind
wife and a brilliant daughter, Leonora.
Family life is my strong focus but I enjoy
having more time now to read, fish, watch
birds, grow vegetables on an allotment,
play bridge, listen to music, go to the
theatre and travel in the UK and abroad.
What difference does being a
Christian make to your life?
I’m not a devout person but I’m never in
any doubt that I’m a Christian and I rely on
my faith for everything I do.

A – Z OF T H E ch u r ch

Sfor Sacrament...

A sacrament is a religious ceremony or rite
often defined as a ‘visible sign of an invisible
grace’. In the Protestant Church it is baptism,
and the Lord’s Supper (Eucharist). In the
Roman Catholic Church, the rites are baptism; communion;
confirmation of those wishing to receive communion, matrimony,
penance, anointing the sick, and ordination.
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A prayer from the Iona Community

The value of higher
education today

This was in the album that we gave to Richard as his memento from Christ Church. He read it out
at the service for his lisencing to St George’s, Forest Hill. We thought you would like to have it...
A sower went out to sow,
and on some ground
he sowed the gift of welcoming,
and the seed grew,
and strangers lost their strangeness,
and foreigners found a friend,
and closed doors became open,
and hospitality overtook suspicion,
and Jesus was embraced incognito.
IN MY LIFE, LORD, BE
GLORIFIED.

A sower went out to sow,
and on some ground
she sowed the seed of encouraging,
and the seed grew,
and shy people lost their reticence,
and quiet people found their voice,
and those who thought they were
worthless discovered their value,
and hidden talent was revealed.
IN MY LIFE, LORD, BE
GLORIFIED.

A sower went out to sow,
and on some ground
she sowed the seed of listening,
and the seed grew,
and hard problems began to be solved,
because there was time to unravel
them,
and fears were released,
because the fearful one was not
judged,
and forgotten people were heard,
because someone paid attention,
and the truth was separated from
gossip, because there was time.
IN MY LIFE, LORD, BE
GLORIFIED.

A sower went out to sow,
and on the ground
he sowed the seed of telling,
and the seed grew,
and stories were told to children,
and history was told to the young,
and jokes were told in cheerless places,
and the good news was told
to those who were despondent,
and the Gospel of the Lord of Life
was told through the lives of God’s
people.
IN MY LIFE, LORD, BE
GLORIFIED.

A sower went out to sow,
and on some ground
he sowed the seed of caring,
and the seed grew,
so that hungry people
were fed with more than food,
and ignored people were attended to,
and guilty people were forgiven,
and those who seemed untouchable
found themselves embraced,
and the compassion of Christ
was known again on earth..
IN MY LIFE, LORD, BE
GLORIFIED.

A sower went out to sow,
and on some ground
she sowed the seed of imagining,
and the seed grew,
and young people saw visions,
and old people dreamed dreams,
and some drew or wrote
or danced or sang,
who never thought they had it in them
and some stopped revisiting their past,
in order to visualise God’s future.
IN MY LIFE, LORD, BE
GLORIFIED.
A sower went out to sow,
and on some ground
he sowed the seed of changing,
and the seed grew,
and people moved
from prejudice to truth,
and from despair to hope,
and from apathy to faith,
and old churches
became radical communities,
and old people became midwives
of God’s coming kingdom.
IN MY LIFE, LORD, BE
GLORIFIED.

M

ost people know that, in
England, students are paying a
lot to attend universities. Less
realized is that England now has
the most expensive public higher education
system in the world (including the USA).
Not surprisingly, increasingly students
want to assure themselves that their courses
are giving them value-for-money. In making
this calculation, students are being
encouraged to consider their earnings
over their lifetime, it being suggested that
a university education leads to a significant
financial benefit. However, the added
economic benefit varies considerably
across universities and disciplines. It even
seems that, in some cases, students are
no better off financially than if they had
avoided higher education.
This whole way of looking at the value of
higher education has to be rejected. I have
heard several times at the end of their
course – for instance, at the end of degree
ceremonies, when proud parents are
introduced to tutor – a student will say
‘being here has changed my life’. We do not
know exactly how this happens but we can
surmise that this transformation is the
result of a welter of experiences, both on the
student’s course and the university

Parishioner, Ron Barnett is Emeritus Professor of
Higher Education at University College London and
writes books on the future of universities. Here he
explains how the university experience can tranform students
in so many more ways than just in the lecture hall...
experience as a whole.
Both of these aspects are important.
Courses have changed dramatically over
the past 20-30 years. Now, students are
exposed to a very wide range of
experiences. They may work on projects
and often with other students; they may go
on field trips where they have to fend for
themselves; they may be asked to engage
with difficult issues; they may be required to
assist their tutors’ research activities; and
their experiences may be global, not least in
the ways that the computer can allow a
surfing of cultures and artefacts across the
world. Most of all, higher education can be
cognitively demanding, putting the student
into difficult and uncertain situations that
they have to work through.
But the university experience also adds to
extend the student’s experiences. The
range of university societies goes on
expanding and their operation is frequently
giving rise challenging issues, over
inclusion, personal identity and academic
freedom. Students are also being
encouraged to take part in activities outside
the university, for which they may be given
credit in some form or other.
In short, a university experience pulls
students out of themselves into all manner

of new and even discomforting experiences.
My sense is that, as a result, the newly
graduating student of the twenty-first
century is much more a whole and
independent person than their
predecessors. Students receive not just an
academic experience but are developed as
persons. Simply put, they are often
transformed. And these personal
transformations have been shown to have
considerable social benefits. Graduates
tend to be healthier, participate in society,
and become better citizens.
So, in assessing the value of higher
education, the would-be student is faced
with a near-impossible challenge. For much
that is of value in higher education is not
easily calculable or measurable. But it may
provide young people with their best
possible preparation for life.

‘The newly graduating
student of the twentyfirst century is much
more a whole and
independent person than
their predecessors.’

Get set for a fruity summer!
NEWS FROM ABUNDANCE WIMBLEDON... Abundance Fruit Day is our big
annual event and is on Sat 17th Sept, 11am – 2pm at St Mark’s Church garden – so
please put it in your diary! Come and get some ultra-fresh juice from the fruit press or
buy homemade jam, chutneys and cakes and enjoy the music and games. Entry is
FREE. Last year, John Innes Society members helped us gather 1806 kilos of fruit and
we thank everyone who so kindly contributed. To donate your fruit this year, find out
more or if you’d like to help in any way, please contact abundancewimbledon@gmail.
com or tel. Juliet 8946 2514. Our website is www.abundancewimbledon.com
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION
Did you know you can take out an annual
subscription for the Christ Church
magazine for £7.50 for 3 copies.
The easiest way is to put a cheque
or cash in an envelope and give it
to a churchwarden (Sal or Julie),
Thank you for your support.

Our visiting clergy

24th July
8am: David Ruddick (team vicar Morden Parish
team based at Emmanuel Stonecot Hill)
10am: Hannah Neale
6.30pm: Evensong – John Davey BCP
31st July
8am: Cynthia Jackson
10am: Cynthia Jackson
6.30pm: Evensong – Reader
7th August
8am: Graham Derriman
10am: Alistair Mcculloch
6.30pm: Evensong – Flis BCP
14th August
8am: Les Wells Joey and Paddy Burgess
10am: Mark Budden
6.30pm: Evensong John D BCP
21st August
8am: Robin Thomson
10am: Pamela Stevenson
6.30pm: Evensong – Reader
28th August
8am: David Ruddick
10am: Hannah Neale
6.30pm: Evensong Flis BCP
4th September
8am: Les Wells (Assistant Area Dean)
10am: Hugh Naunton
6.30pm: Evensong – Reader
11th September
8am: Andrew Wakefield
10am: Mark Budden
6.30pm: Even song – Flis BCP
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2. Which country makes Panama hats?
3. From which animal do we get cat gut?

Thoughts from a Seenager!
Brenda
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trouble you
Let nothing
frighten you
Let nothing
away
All things pass
God never changes
Patience obtains
all things
g for
is
Nothing wantin God
those who possess
suffices.
God alone

have everything that I
wanted as a
teenager, only 50
years later. I don’t
have to go to school
or work. I get an
allowance every
month. I have my own
pad. I don’t have a curfew.
I have a driver’s license and
my own car. I have ID that gets me
into bars and the wine store. I like
the wine store best. The people I
hang around with are not scared
of getting pregnant, they aren’t
scared of anything, they have been
blessed to live this long, why be
scared. And I don’t have acne.
Life is Good! Also, you will feel
much more intelligent after
reading this, if you are a Seenager.
Brains of older people are slow
because they know so much.

Answers below
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People do not decline
mentally with age,
it just takes them
longer to recall facts
because they have
more information
in their brains,
scientists believe this
also makes you hard of
hearing as it puts pressure
on your inner ear. Much like a
computer struggles as the hard
drive gets full, so too, do humans
take longer to access information
when their brains are full.
Also, older people often go
to another room to get something
and when they get there, they
stand there wondering what
they came for. It is NOT a
memory problem, it is nature’s
way of making older people
do more exercise!

A – Z OF T H E ch u r ch

Tfor The Ten Commandments...
The Ten Commandments, also known as the
Decalogue, are a set of commandments given
by God to the Israelites on Mount Sinai. In
the Bible it is stated that God inscribed
them on two stone tablets which He gave
to Moses. They include instructions to
worship only God; to honour parents, and,
prohibitions against blasphemy, murder,
idolatry, theft, dishonesty and coveting.
EXODUS Ch 20

4. In which month do Russians celebrate the
October Revolution?

CANDLEM AS

5. What is a camel’s hair brush made of?
6. What was King George VI’s first name?
7. What colour is a purple finch?
8. What is the colour of the black box in a
commercial aircraft?
ANSWERS: 1. 116 years (1337-1453) 2. Ecuador
3. Sheep and horses 4. November 5. Squirrel fur
6. Albert 7. Crimson 8. Orange

During the interregnum we’ll have
a wide range of clergy taking our
services – an opportunity for us
to see different styles of worship
and preaching...

R
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friendly welcome for the
homeless and vulnerably
housed at the Salvation Army
Citadel in Kingston Road SW19,
with sessions every Wednesday and
Friday, Faith in Action provides help
with finding somewhere to live,
online job applications and benefit
claims, and applying for passports.
The needs of the homeless and
vulnerably housed are rising and
our costs are increasing. We
average 65 service users per
session, and each year our work
includes; a warm welcome for all
service users; preparing and
serving more than 7000 meals;
providing more than 3000
showers; running 600+ laundry
washes; assisting with 2440
computer sessions.
We work closely with the Merton
Winter Night Shelters, and most of
their guests are referred from the
Homeless Drop-In Centre. It costs
£10,000 a month to keep the
Homeless Drop-In Centre open

twice a week, all year round. We
employ professional staff for this
demanding work, supported by
enthusiastic volunteers. Staff
salaries and premises hire are
expensive. Your help is invaluable.
Support the ‘Square Meal Appeal’
every month
• £5 pays for two Square Meals
• £10 pays for razors for two weeks
to enable service users to shower
and shave
• £17 pays the cost of one average
service user’s day at the Drop-In
• £30 pays for two new, warm
sleeping bags which we give out to
those rough sleeping
• £50 pays for a month’s worth of
the warm socks and underclothes
our service users need
• £100 pays for all the food provided
in a day for up to 80 people.
If you would like to help, please
donate via our website, or even
better set up a Standing Order.
Thank you.
www.mertonfaithinaction.org

Flying solo
There are many of us in the congregation at
Christ Church who live on our own for a variety
of reasons. We thought it would nice to
exchange telephone numbers so that we would be
able to ring for a chat, or suggest meeting up for
coffee, a walk, or visiting a gallery occasionally.
Some of us will have family and friends nearby
to do things with, but I know of a few where this
is not the case. Please let us have your
thoughts about this idea, either by email to
brendafclark@btinternet.com or a note
on the cross-aisle in church.
Or, of course, having a chat
with me in church.
Brenda Clark
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Summer Diary 2016
Sunday 24th July

Sunday 7th August

Thursday 25th August

Sunday 11th September

TRINITY 9

TRINITY 11		

3.00pm Parish Tea, in church

TRINITY 16		

8.00am Holy Communion

8.00am Holy Communion

10.00am Parish Eucharist

10.00am Parish Eucharist

Friday 26th August		

10.00am Parish Eucharist

11.30am Thanksgiving for Birth

6.30pm BCP

7.30pm Adult Choir

6.30pm BCP

8.00am Holy Communion

6.30pm Evensong
Monday 25th July		

Monday 8th August		

Sunday 28th August

Monday 12th September

7.30pm Brass Group

TRINITY 14

7.30pm Brass Group

7.30pm Brass Group

8.00am Holy Communion
Tuesday 9th August		

Tuesday 26th July		

10.00am 	Parish Eucharist with

11.00am Morning Prayer

11.00am Morning Prayer

Baptism

11.00am Morning Prayer

6.30pm BCP

Parish office closed until Thursday

Friday 12th August		

4th August

7.30pm Adult Choir

Tuesday 13th September
			
Thursday 15th September

Tuesday 30th August

9.30am Bruno Bear, Avenue Rd

11.00am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 27th July

Sunday 14th August

6.30pm Wedding Rehearsal

TRINITY 12		

Friday 2nd September

6.15pm

8.00am Holy Communion

7.30pm Adult Choir

7.30pm Adult Choir

Thursday 28th July

10.00am Parish Eucharist

3.00pm	Parish Tea, Church

6.30pm BCP

Children’s Choir

Sunday 4th September

Sunday 18th September

TRINITY 15

TRINITY 17

Monday 15th August

8.00am Holy Communion

8.00am Holy Communion

7.30pm Brass Group

10.00am Parish Eucharist

10.00am Parish Eucharist

6.30pm Evening Prayer

6.30pm BCP

Garden
Friday 29th July		

Friday 16th September

7.30pm Adult Choir
Tuesday 16th August
Sunday 31st July

11.00am Morning Prayer

TRINITY 10		
8.00am Holy Communion

Friday 19th August		

10.00am Parish Eucharist

7.30pm Adult Choir

6.30pm Evening Prayer
Sunday 21st August
Monday 1st August		

TRINITY 13		

7.30pm Brass Group

8.00am Holy Communion

Tuesday 2nd August		

Monday 5th September

Monday 19th September

7.30pm Brass Group

7.30pm Brass Group

Tuesday 6th September

Tuesday 20th September

11.00am Morning Prayer

11.00am Morning Prayer

8.00pm	PCC Meeting, Truman

8.00pm Book Club

Room
Thursday 22nd September

10.00am Parish Eucharist

Thursday 8th September

6.30pm Evening Prayer

9.30am Bruno Bear, Avenue Rd

Monday 22nd August

Friday 9th September

6.15pm

7.30pm Brass Group

6.15pm

7.30pm Adult Choir

Friday 23rd September

11.00am Morning Prayer
Thursday 4th August

9.30am Bruno Bear, Avenue Rd

1.30pm Wedding

Children’s Choir

Children’s Choir

7.30pm Adult Choir

Friday 5th August		

Tuesday 23rd August

Sunday 25th September

11.00am Morning Prayer

8.00am Holy Communion

7.30pm Adult Choir

10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP

Thank you to all our contributors...
We hope you’ve enjoyed this issue and thank all of you
who have contributed. We’d love to hear your thoughts
and would welcome any feature ideas,letters, memories and photographs
you have. We already have some exciting ideas for the next issue.
Email the Editor Brenda on brendafclark@btinternet.com
or Art Editor Naomi on naomi.lowe@blueyonder.co.uk

How to get in touch

During the interregnum and whilst the Parish Office is
based at St Saviours Church, Grand Drive the office mobile
number is 07486 990 335. The vicarage/parish office land
line number is no longer available. Please leave a message
and I will respond as soon as possible. With thanks,
Sara, Administrator
Parish office hours:
Tues & Thur 9.30am - 12 noon. Fri 9.30am - 12 noon
ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.christchurch-westwimbledon.org

