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Gardeners’ world: Elaine and
Hazel showcase the new
planting in the west border

A very warm
welcome to our
Winter edition
Thank you to
all who have
contributed
such interesting
and thoughtprovoking
articles. Keep
them coming!
We welcome
all your news
and comments,
especially in
this time of
uncertainty at
Christ Church.
Thank you
especially to
Naomi for her
photographs,
and work as Art
Editor and to Ian
for his photos.
We hope you
will have a good
and blessed
Christmas.

Brenda

The Christ Church Annual Quiz night...

was great fun as always. Godfrey had high hopes and saved his
‘Warden joker’ right until the end, but Elisabeth Bingham’s team
– Quiz Akabusi – pipped them to the post. Delicious food served
by Dee, Muks and Elaine, and fine wines served by Martin.

Before

After

Reaping the
benefits!
Green-fingered Christ
Church members came up
with a great plan to take
advantage of the hole left by
the new boiler installers...

T

he west flower border has been
replanted, making the most of the
opportunity that laying the new oil
boiler pipes gave us. It was a great team
effort – thanks to Hazel Bate, Elaine
Chester (for her horticultural expertise),
Pat Spencer and Marion Crutchfield
(who designed it). Many of the
congregation helped with the planting
and donating of plants and money in
memory of a loved one. Despite being a
shady area, we hope for a lovely Spring
display of flowers, as well as more
variety throughout the year with foliage
and berries to use in our flower displays.
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u p d at e f r o m o u r wa r d e n s :
Sal edmunds & Julie Grainger

The interregnum continues...
We want to start with a huge
thank you to everyone who has
provided practical and moral
support since the interregnum
began - we couldn’t keep doing
this without you all!

Y

ou’ll know by now that we didn’t
appoint a new priest in charge and
that we’re readvertising as we write.
Interviews are scheduled for early
December and the interregnum continues.
We are so lucky to have had such amazing
clergy support for our Sunday morning
services and Evensong continues thanks to
a small dedicated team.
After a few basic repairs our hall is back
up and running with a new hall committee
and rota (our thanks go to them and to
everyone previously involved in the smooth
running of the hall).
This will bring in some much needed

income as the PCC (with the building
committee) draws up options for our hall
following the withdrawal of the Diocese from
the joint project. The PCC will be taking its
time and considering options carefully,
hopefully under the leadership of a new vicar.
We can’t pretend that managing an
interregnum is easy. In the last few months
our role has included finding vicars to take
our services, providing leadership to the PCC
as we work out “what next” for our buildings,
working with the Diocese to recruit a new
vicar ( and trying to ensure they are properly
housed by the Diocese), installation of the
fantastic new heating system , talking to
families about baptisms, weddings and
funerals, repairing leaking roofs and
damaged ice houses, arranging regular
checks of lightning conductors, lighting,
gas, electricity and fire extinguishers and
“just being there”.
But of course we don’t do any of
this by ourselves. Which brings us full
circle – thank you.

A huge
thank you
...to Julie Grainger and
Sal Edmunds for all their
hard work in keeping
Christ Church running so
smoothly since Richard left.
And, thank you also to the
whole congregation who have
contributed in so many ways,
both large and small, to the
running of the church, so that
it continues to thrive both
pastorally and spiritually,
with some excellent visiting
priests who have given us
some interesting sermons.
Anon
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For the love
of God’s Air

F

Congregation member Nick Robbins
works for the United Nations
Environment Programme...

rom Friday 5th to the
9th December 1952, a
great smog enveloped
London, destroying
visibility and hospitalizing
thousands. Over that winter, an
estimated 12,000 people died
prematurely in Britain’s
greatest civilian disaster of
the past century. Four years
later, with the passage of the
world’s first Clean Air Act,
the burning of household coal
was banned and the clearing
of the air finally began.
Yet, according to the Royal
College of Physicians, air
pollution is still the cause of an
estimated 40,000 premature
deaths each year in the UK.
Now it is dirty diesel that is the
prime culprit. Worldwide, more
than 5.5 million people die
each year from the toxics and
deadly particles that are
pumped into the air from fossil
fuel combustion – over a
million each in China and India
alone. These are the direct
impacts. Yet, as we know, the
burning of coal, oil and natural
gas is also driving a disruption
of the global climate, which is
set to bring catastrophic
impacts, particularly for the
world’s poor, unless we phase
out the use of these fuels
around the middle of the
century. This transition is now
entirely possible through the
rapidly falling cost of clean
technologies, bringing us not
just climate security, but safer,
quieter and nicer places to live.
The air is not just something
that is around us, but is
fundamentally within us, in our

lungs, and its oxygen in our
veins. Our word, spirit, comes
from the Latin, spiritus,‘the
breath, to breathe’. It is through
God’s breath that humanity
was originally created –
symbolically blowing life into
Adam’s nostrils. Yet, we have
degraded the purity of this lifegiving breath. For Pope Francis,
the pollution of the air, the soil
and the water is but a
symptom of ‘the violence
present in our hearts’ making
the Earth ‘among the most
abandoned and maltreated of
our poor; she groans in travail’.
At Christ Church, we are
called to care for God’s
creation and that includes the
air in our still dirty city of
London as well as the air that
encircles the globe. This
means asking for God’s
forgiveness for our complicity
in this destruction, taking
responsibility (for example, by
shifting our investments away
from fossil fuels) and by finding
joy in the wonder of the air, as
St Francis of Assisi did many
centuries ago: “Praised be you,
my Lord, through Brother
Wind, and through the air,
cloudy and serene.”

‘The air is not just
something that is
around us, but is
fundamentally
within us, in
our lungs and
in our veins.’
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kung foo hamsters

Made with love

W

e have a wonderful new batch of hamsters! And we
got together to make up the traditional batch of KFH
Mincemeat, made with Celia Berwick’s recipe.
Eleftheria, Laura, Jonathan, Lucy and Amy lovingly
prepared the mincemeat ready to be sold at the Advent Fair on the
27th November. Look out for exceptional label designs, the best
yet. Great fun had by all. Tish Mousell

ChriST ChurCh | WeST WimBledon

Advent
service

The Lord said
to Moses,
“Chisel out two
stone tablets...”
Exodus 34

6.30pm, 27th november

Tablet; A small portable computer

We are holding a service of hymns, carols and prayers
to mark Advent this year and the Christ Church choir
will be augmented by visiting singers.

Oxford English Dictionary

M

Advent is the season observed in Christian churches
as a time of expectant waiting and preparation for
the celebration of the Birth of Jesus at Christmas.
The theme of readings and teachings during Advent

odern information technology clearly
has found its use even in the pulpit! A
few weeks ago our visiting priest, Mark
Budden, used a computer tablet as his
prompt to deliver his sermon at our 10am Sunday
Eucharist, rather than the more conventional
paper notes. As he began, he explained how he
was experiencing a little trouble in moving the
pages forward on his tablet.
The word tablet resonated for some of us in the
congregation who remembered the biblical
account of Moses receiving the tablets of stone on
Mount Sinai. Moses surely did not have the same
problem with his tablet! Or, for for latin scholars
“Hoc in marmore non est incisum”; This
(information) is no longer carved in stone.

is also the preparation for the Second Coming.

All are welcome

Jim Finch

Advent Carol Service.indd 1

13/11/2016 11:41
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Music committee

Shaping our musical future
An enormous amount has been achieved over the last three years in our musical life at
Christ Church and we have collectively built the momentum to make musical excellence a
hallmark of our liturgical and social life. Now it’s time to take things to the next level...

T

he first meeting of the
new music committee at
Christ Church was held
on Sunday 23 October.
The committee comprises
Richard Hall the Musical Director,
PCC members, and also
representative members of the
choir and congregation. A number
of important aspects of the music
at Christ Church were identified
and discussed.

Concert on Saturday 1st July 2017.
We also plan to have Choral
Evensong on a regular quarterly
basis. Other musical projects such
as Stainer’s Crucifixion for which
guest soloists and singers to
augment the choir would be
invited, as on past occasions, were
suggested, and also a series of
concerts, all of which we hope will
be well supported by the
congregation and visitors.

Recruiting voices

Time for a new piano

A pressing aspect is to recruit
additional numbers to the choir –
adults, teenagers and junior
members would all be very
welcome. To that end it is intended
to establish Choral Scholarships
which will be advertised locally in
schools, colleges and universities.
It is hoped to start these
Scholarships in September 2017,
and significant financial resources
will obviously be needed. If you
have the requisite skills in areas of
fundraising, writing or preparing
bids, or have access to and ideas
for sources of funding, do please
contact Richard or the committee.

Musical diary

Musical plans for future services
was also discussed... On the 27th
November there will be a Advent
Carol Service; on the 18th
December there will be a
Christmas Carol Service; and the
music for services for Easter 2017
have been discussed.
There will also be a Summer

There is the need for a new piano
for rehearsals and concerts. Hiring
such for concerts is expensive, and
church music venues have found
purchasing is a more economical
alternative in the long run. The
committee will focus on this
question at their next meeting.
The next meeting for the committee
is planned for Sunday 22nd
January 2017.
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For all the Saints...

Julie Andrew’s
“Sound of
Music” twist!

When the star of the hit musical turned 80 recently, she sang
“My Favourite Things” with updated words pertinent to those of us
of more senior years. She received a standing ovation. Try singing along...

November 22nd
CECILIA

S

aint Cecilia is the
patroness of
musicians,
composers, instrument
makers and poets. Her
feast day is celebrated in
the Latin Catholic,
Eastern Catholic,
Anglican, and Eastern
Orthodox churches.
While the details of her
story appear to be
fictional, her existence
and martyrdom are
considered a historical
fact. As a devout young
girl living in Rome in the
2nd or 3rd Century, she
is said to have heard
heavenly music inside
her heart when she was
forced to marry a pagan.

PRAYER
We are called to be
instruments of God
our Father, so that
our planet might be
what He desired
when He created it,
and correspond with
His plan for peace,
beauty and fullness.

Botox and nose drops and needles for knitting,
Walkers and handrails
and new dental fittings,
Bundles of magazines tied up in string,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions,
Bathrobes and heating pads
and hot meals they bring,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Cadillacs and cataracts,
hearing aids and glasses,
Polident and Fixodent
and false teeth in glasses,
Pacemakers, golf carts
and porches with swings,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Back pain, confused brains
and no need for sinnin’,
Thin bones and fractures
and hair that is thinnin’,
And we won’t mention
our short shrunken frames,
When we remember our favourite things.

When the pipes leak, When the bones creak,
When the knees go bad,
I simply remember my favourite things,
And then I don’t feel so bad.

When the joints ache, When the hips break,
When the eyes grow dim,
Then I remember the great life I’ve had,
And then I don’t feel so bad.

Junior church

Stepping up

W

e have split Junior Church in two, with the
older children (8+) in a new group called
‘Stepping Up Church’. This seems to be
working well and we can do more
advanced stuff with the older kids. This particular
Sunday we learnt about the Tax Collector and the
Pharisee. Both groups studied this story, and learnt
about humility and asking forgiveness for being
wrong, as opposed to being pleased with yourself for
doing good. We are really happy that we have such a
fabulous group of children at Christ Church.

And farewell to Cathy...

Cathy Shaw has been a Junior Church leader at Christ Church
for 14 years and is stepping down this Christmas. Her daughters
Ella (now at University!) and Alexandra have both been graduates
of Junior Church and both played Mary in the Nativity! We will
really miss Cathy, she has been a wonderful leader, for all of us.
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Precious times to
savour with the family
BAPTISMS
August
Harriet
MURPHY

October

George Jonathan Charles
RATCLIFFE
Harry George
UNDERWOOD
Rachel Victoria
MERRYLEES
We welcome you into the family
at Christ Church.
Did you know we send
‘Anniversary of baptism’
cards for each child/person
who has been baptised at
Christ Church? We send
them on the anniversary
of their baptism for five
years after that date

PRAYER
Prayer puts nourishment
into the roots of our
Christian life.
What we say and do
for God and in the
name of Christ
comes from what
is inside us.

I

They say a family who eat together, stays together, but with
modern work and family schedules impacting on life,
rounding up the troops for an evening meal can be almost
impossible! Kate Tasch explains how conciously setting
aside time to eat together has benefited her family...

t’s a great irony that with all of our
modern, labour-saving devices, we find
ourselves in a constant frenzy of
busyness, both at work and in our home
lives. The range and availability of activities for
our children means that they have a ferocious
social life, and I’ve realised that finding
ourselves all in the same place at the same
time, in need of a meal, is a rare thing.
Often I make excuses to make my life easier “Let’s feed the children first.”“Let’s make
something more adult that we’d really like to
eat, later.”“Let’s eat at work to save time.” But
when I cook a family meal and we all come
together, it’s a wondrous thing!
The electronics are consigned to another
room (not just to laps for surreptitious gazing!),
the table is properly laid, we produce a dish that
we know everybody will enjoy and, yes, we chat.
Of course there’s the banter and the spillages
and a bit of arguing, but generally things settle

down and we end up sharing stories,
elaborating on what we’ve done during the
week, discussing interesting subjects and
laughing together.
We take the time to appreciate what we’re
eating and be thankful for it.
So often, at the end of one of these meals,
washing up done and kitchen cleared up, I sink
down and feel a real sense of calm. A feeling
that in spite of never having any time to do
anything, an hour or two spent on a family meal
is not time lost, but a brick in the wall of family
memories, that I will savour so much as I look
back on them.

‘An hour or two spent on a
family meal is not time
lost, but a brick in the wall
of family memories’
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The Reverend Jane
Roberts uses a
novel method to
communicate the
Harvest message

How many
words make
a harvest?

Pat Spencer, who organises the
delivery of Harvest offerings to
the needy, describes the vibrant
service we had on 2nd October...

T

he Reverend Jane Roberts involved the
young people attending our Harvest Festival
service by asking them to hold up the letters
which make up the word “Harvest". She got
them to rearrange the letters into key words in her
sermon, such as SHARE, STARVE, HEAR, HEART,
EARTH and SAVE – reallybringing the message to life!
Afterwards, Lucy Christie conducted Junior
Church in a rip-roaring rendition of Our God is a Great
Big God with flamboyant hand actions. The Brownies
and Guides read the lessons and offered prayers and
sold cakes in aid of Cancer Research UK and the Ty
Olwen Hospice in Swansea (causes close to their
hearts) raising £73 for each.
During the afternoon, deliveries of food and
flowers were made to the housebound, sick and
bereaved by the Brownies and church members.
Wimbledon Foodbank, Christian Care Association
and Housing for Women were delighted to receive
the food donated by the congregation and more than
£580 was raised in the collections for the South
London Refugee Association.
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Lucy, Olivia and
Harry prepare
for delivery

Lucy, Olivia and
Harry prepare
for delivery

Junior Church use hand
actions to give extra
emphasis to their song

Lilly and Grace
help sort the
many generous
gifts of food

10

DISCOVERING
PROVERBS

We have been intrigued by how
relevant proverbs are today...

In a nutshell with

The lazy person claims “There’s a
lion out there! If I go outside,
I might be killed”.

Val Hancock

PROVBS.22:13

Direct your children onto the right
path, and when they are older,
they will not leave it.
PROVBS.22:6

For all the Saints...

December 26th
STEPHEN

S

tephen is traditionally
venerated as the first martyr
of Christianity. According to
the Acts of the Apostles, he was a
deacon in the early church at
Jerusalem who aroused the
enmity of members of various
synagogues by his teachings.
Accused of blasphemy, at his trial
he made a speech denouncing the
Jewish authorities who were
sitting in judgment on him and was
stoned to death. His martyrdom
was witnessed by Saul of Tarsus,
a Pharisee who would later himself
become a follower of Jesus.

I

Regular server, Val, gives us a whistle-stop history of her life ...

was brought up in the Christian faith
believing that Jesus was my friend
and brother. I attended a church
school, and went to both an Anglican
youth club and the Salvation Army,
because they were more lively.
I was confirmed at Southwark
Cathedral and found it a disappointing
experience – I was expecting to feel
wonderful like at Pentecost but nothing
happened. I fell away when I started my
career and only returned to Jesus when
my mother died. I started attending Christ
Church because I couldn’t get to my usual
church because of an accident. I had been
baptised at Christ Church so it seemed
the obvious thing to do.
I am interested in reading, drama, and
music, attending the theatre and National
Trust outings and holidays. I travel abroad
a lot, cruising when I can afford to and I
walk every day, living on the common.
My career as a medical scientist was a

Ufor Ur...

successful one and I am proud to have
achieved as much as I did scientifically. In
my retirement I have continued to learn
and trained as a spiritual guide for three
years which required a different mind-set.
It was very challenging.
I was privileged to care for my friend
during her journey through disabling
terminal illness . Obviously I wish this had
never happened but I was blessed with
many gifts during this time, experiencing
the unconditional love that, never having
been a parent, I had missed.
My future plans are to travel more, and
live to see my Godson, who is now 10 yrs
old, graduate from university. I want to
continue my ministry at Christ Church
which I find very fulfilling. Christ Church is
my extended family, I have wonderful
friends there who I love very much. I hope
and pray that we have a new priest soon
who will carry us forward into being what
God intends us to be, namely His children.

A – Z OF THE c h u r c h

Ur is the city of Ur Kasdim in
Mesopotamia (now Iraq)
mentioned in the Book of Genesis
as the birthplace of Abraham. He
left Ur to settle in the land of
Canaan. It was a significant port
city on the Persian Gulf- dating as a
small village from 5000-4100 BC.
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We are
not alone
Coming to terms with serious
illness is never easy, but having
faith in God and his teachings
can be a healing process...

D

uring the weeks of convalescing
after surgery, I was blessed to
be visited by friends and
neighbours, especially from the
Christ Church congregation. I would like
to thank you all wholeheartedly for
keeping me in your prayers and thoughts.
I believe these had a huge role to play in
my recovery, and brought me out of the
darkness of pain, discomfort and
helplessness, to the light of health and
normal life.
Experiences differ greatly from person
to person and going through them can
lead to doubting our belief, and in more
serious cases, like cancer or terminal
illness, even losing our faith and sighing
the well-known phrase “WHY ME”?
They may even lead us to test and
doubt our belief in a loving God. Friends of
the prophet Job said that his sufferings
(he lost his children and property and
suffered severe illness) could only mean
that he had sinned. That he deserved
what he had received. Job himself could
not understand why a loving God had let
this happen. “Why is life given to a man
whose way is hidden, whom God has
hedged in”. Job Ch 3,vs 23/24. God does
not directly give an answer to these
questions, but reassures Job that when
he repents of his words God will respond
to his faith with divine power and wisdom.
Job Ch 40.
When bad things happen to us we may
think of ourselves as victims. The fact of
the matter is that illness and death are
part of life, and we ought to accept that
they are perfectly normal and happen to
all of us as day follows night. As it written
in the Book of Proverbs “Trust in the Lord
with all your heart and do not rely on your
instinct. Do not be wise in your own eyes;
fear the Lord and turn away from evil. It

will be a healing for your flesh and
refreshment for your bodies”.
We believe that the only certainty of life
is that we will be going back to our Creator
and no-one knows when this will be. It is a
well-known fact that those who believe,
accept illness and death more readily, and
can live longer. This does not mean we
cannot enjoy our lives and make the most
of every opportunity that comes our way.
“For a thousand years in your sight are
like yesterday when it is past, or like a
watch in the night. The days of our life are
seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are
strong; even then their span is only toil
and trouble; they are soon gone and we fly
away”. Psalm 90:4,10.
A Christ Church friend.

‘Do not be wise in your
own eyes; fear the
Lord and turn away
from evil. It will be a
healing for your flesh
and refreshment for
your bodies’
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PCC
News
OBITUARY

Yvonne
Crompton
1943-2016
Accomplished seamstress
Yvonne, whose work can
be seen in many kneelers
in church died recently...

Y

vonne and Rufus
Crompton moved to
Wimbledon in 2000 and
came to worship at Christ
Church. Their two daughters,
Danni and Yvette, were still at
home then and Yvonne’s great
love of horses meant regular visits
to the stables at Robin Hood Gate.
She also loved dogs and, at one
time, there were four in the family!
Yvonne was a very supportive
member of the congregation,
always ready to support events
and activities, and, with Rufus,
joined the Parish Pilgrimage to
Normandy. She was an
enthusiastic member of the local
National Trust group and an
enthusiastic church cleaner,
polishing the pews regularly. She
also delivered the Parish leaflets.
She was a very accomplished
seamstress and this can be seen
by the beautiful cushions she
made for the Truman Room and
the sesquicentennial kneeler at
the high altar. We will miss her but
are pleased that Rufus is able to
continue to worship with us.

The PCC
have met
four times
since the last edition
of the magazine.
PCC secretary,
Debbie Morely
reports...

All change

The meeting in July was
very positive. We discussed
the Building Development
Project, opening of tender
applications, and starting
discussions with our new
builder to provide a new
church hall and vicarage.
Unfortunately, the Diocese
unexpectedly and without
warning, pulled out of the
project. During our
discussions at the PCC
meeting in September to
discuss the aftermath,
members felt extremely letdown and angry with the
Diocese. Our future was

uncertain now and we had
no vicar to lead us – very
testing times.

Regeneration

With the building project on
hold the PCC decided to
prioritise re-starting hall
bookings to bring back the
lost income from the hall.
Emergency repairs were
done to make the hall
watertight and at the
October meeting the hall
was declared open for
bookings once more. A new
hall committee is being
formed with Stefan Bown as
Chair, and Debbie Morley
and Vivian Harris handling
the bookings.
It has also been decided
to do a structural survey to
highlight any immediate
problems and we are also
considering a feasibility
study to decide on
refurbishment options for
the hall as an alternative
option to building a new hall.

The vicarage

At a special meeting in
November, the PCC met
with Simon Gates and Ruth
Martin from the Diocese.
The decision was made to
sell 16 Copse Hill, (the
current vicarage), which will
enable us to look for a new
house for our new vicar. The

first round of applications
sadly did not yield a suitable
person, but we are hopeful
for a better response in our
second round in December.
The PCC are very aware
of the burden on our
churchwardens, Julie and
Sal, during this interregnum
with the added
complication of the building
project debacle. We are
doing our best to help out
and lessen their workload.

Looking forward

Other business: We
welcomed Nicola Myatt as
our new Treasurer and
offered our very grateful
thanks to Godfrey Banks for
all his hard work as
Treasurer prior to his
retirement from this
position.
A new Music Committee
has been set up– thank you
to Richard Hall for this
initiative. Members of the
choir and congregation will
be on the committee and
the aim is to hold more
concerts, choral Evensong
services, and to establish
Choral Scholarships
amongst other initiatives.
So we go into the winter
season in a new direction,
uncertain of the outcome
but hopeful for the future.
Debbie Morley, PCC secretary

CHRIST CHURCH PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
• Julie Grainger
Churchwarden
• Sally Edmunds
Churchwarden
• Debbie Morley
Secretary

•N
 icola Myatt
Treasurer
•S
 haron Mawhinney*
•T
 ish Mousell
•J
 ulia Warner
•P
 aul Sinclair*
•B
 renda Thurgood*
•C
 hris Larkman*
* Deanery Synod Representatives

• Lynda Coleman*
• John Davey
• Pat Spencer
• Ian Christie
• Mary Ann Bown
• Naomi Lowe
• Vivian Harris
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What lies beneath...
Have you wondered what is behind the barriers near
the south door? Wonder no more...

A

Visiting Harry

Y

ou might have noticed that Bishop Harry
Watson hasn’t been in his usual spot in
the front pew at church in recent months.
His health means that he can no longer attend
the Sunday services now. But his faith and the
church remain equally important to Harry, so
members of Christ Church are visiting him in
his nursing home, Carter House, Raynes Park,
once a month and holding a mini-service with
him. We also aim to ensure he has at least one
visitor each week. Harry is extremely grateful
for the continuing support and visits from his
friends at Christ Church, and enjoys hearing
their news and what is going on at church. He
is quite isolated in his home, so if anyone can
help to support him please see the further
information at the back of church and sign up
for a visit with a date which suits you. Thank
you. Hazel Bate

Our steadfast and
green-fingered verger,
Grace Tapping,
celebrated a significant
birthday (80th)
recently, and in true
Christ Church tradition
we all sang Happy
Birthday to her and to
Toby Fekete who also
celebrated his birthday
in the same week.

subterranean chamber between
the church and the hall was
uncovered when a borehole was
made during the investigation
work prior to the proposed development
work. It is built of brick with a vaulted roof
which runs towards, but does not reach,
the transept. It has been suggested that
this chamber might have been the ice
house of a previous dwelling. Ice houses
were buildings used to store ice
throughout the year, commonly used
prior to the invention of the refrigerator.
However no such building is shown on a
map until 1838 when one shows the
model farm built by the Earl of Cottenham
to the west of the site of Christ Church.
• You can read more about the
history of Christ Church in a booklet
in church A Powerful Composition:
a short history of Christ Church
by Peter Fleming

Book Club News

We meet once a month at a member’s house to have a friendly
discussion of a chosen book. The next meeting is on 22nd November
at 8pm, when we will be discussing This Boy by Alan Johnson at 35b
Arterberry Road. On 3rd January, at 8pm, we will meet at 3 Elm Walk
to discuss The Way We Live Now by Anthony Trollope.
• Details of our current programme can be found at the cross-aisle or
from Colin Holloway; tel: 8946 9930 or colin@holloway.myzen,co.uk
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION

Our visiting clergy

Did you know you can take out an annual
subscription for the Christ Church
magazine for £7.50 for 3 copies.
The easiest way is to put a cheque
or cash in an envelope and give it
to a churchwarden (Sal or Julie),
Thank you for your support.
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Welcome from
the Editor...

We hope you enjoy
this
summer edition
of the
magazine. Thank
you to
all who have contribu
Churchwarden,
ted
Red, white and
Julie Grainger
informative,
blue hats
Chef, Celia Berwick
were the crowning
and Mark Adams
glory of
entertaining and
and her team
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During the interregnum we’ll have
a wide range of clergy taking our
services – an opportunity for us
to see different styles of worship
and preaching...
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Sunday 20th November
8am Revd Mark Garner
10am Revd Hannah Neale
6.30pm Flis Banks, Evening Prayer
Sunday 27th November
8am Revd Robin Thomson
10am Revd Hugh Naunton
6.30pm John Davey, Advent Carol Service
Sunday 4th December
8am Revd Les Wells
10am Revd Dr June Boyce-Tillman
4pm Flis Banks, Christingle Service
6.30pm Evening Prayer
Sunday 11th December
8am Revd David Ruddick
10am Revd Mark Budden
6.30pm Flis Banks, Evensong (BCP)
Sunday 18th December
8am Revd Mark Garner
10am Revd Hannah Neale
6.30pm The Rt Revd Dr Richard Cheetham,
Bishop of Kingston, Christmas Carol Service
Saturday 24th December
4pm Flis Banks, Crib Service
11:30pm Revd Simon Gates,
Archdeacon of Lambeth, Midnight Mass
Sunday 25th December
8am Revd Les Wells
10am Revd Simon Gates, Archdeacon of Lambeth
6.30pm No evening service
Sunday 1st January
8am Revd Les Wells
10am Revd Hugh Naunton
6.30pm Evening Prayer

Would you like to join a small group?

B

efore Richard left Christ
Church, he set up what we
call “Small Groups”. This is
simply a way of bringing people
together on a regular basis in a
relaxed atmosphere, to have
discussions about matters of
interest to us as Christians –
sometimes following a course
which usually leads to lively
conversations about religion, our

church, and items in the news.
Those of us who belong to a
group (they are organised on a
geographical basis in someone’s
house) have much appreciated
these get-togethers and would
love more people join us.
For more information contact
me, Brenda, at brendafclark@
btinternet.com. We look
forward to welcoming you!

A – Z OF THE c h u r c h

Vfor vestments...

This is the term used for the official robes and
garments worn by clergy in churches and
cathedrals, and often by choristers. The white
robes are surplices, and priests may also wear a
cassock, alb or stole which will often be a colour
representing a season of the church. They were
originally designed in the 1st century to be worn
over street clothes, reminding the congregation
that ministers are not acting on their own, but
performing in an official capacity.
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Marmalade matters

A few weeks ago, a letter was read out
in church from “Faith in Action”our local homeless charity,
thanking Christ Church for
their donation of £200. This
money was raised from the
sale of my marmalade, so
thank you all for supporting
my sale. The marmalade will
hopefully be available again next
February. Marion Stewart

Faith in action

Quick quiz
Answers below

1. What is the fifth planet from the sun?
2. Which is the only London Underground
line that connects with all other lines?
3. What do the initials PVC stand for?
4. What is the only city in the world to span
two continents?
5. What type of insect is a darkling?
6. Which is the only book in the Bible in which
God is not mentioned?
ANSWERS: 1. Jupiter 2. Jubilee line
3. Polyvinyl chloride 4. Istanbul 5. Beetle 6. Esther

Thank you so much for your generous gifts of food,
clothing and toiletries for the homeless centre given via
the shoeboxes. The staff at the centre are most grateful
as demand is extremely high at this time of year. The
clothing collection is ongoing so please leave it at the
back of church in a bag labelled FIA and it will be taken
to the centre as soon as possible.
Every Wednesday and Friday the service users are
given a hot meal, clothing, health checks, IT training and
advice on applying for jobs and getting accommodation.
From April 2015 to March 2016 the centre had over
6000 attendees, 276 of whom were new
users. There are five full-time staff
working for the charity and
many volunteers who help
on the days it is open.
Together with the Trustees,
they are providing an
invaluable service for
those who are homeless.
www.mertonfaithinaction.org

South London Refugee Association
This is a local charity
which supports
refugees, asylum
seekers and vulnerable
migrants in South
London. They provide
advice and support to
enable them to build
stable lives for
themselves and for their
families in the UK.

For more information check
the website info@
asylumwelcome.org.uk, or
phone 0203 4903443.

Damp but delightful

I

t rained during the Pastoral Tea run by
Sue Rocksborough Smith in July, but that
didn’t dampen the group’s spirits! They
declined going into the church and enjoyed
Pimm’s, strawberries and tea undaunted by
the inclement weather.
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Winter Diary 2016/17
Sunday before Advent
Sunday 20th November
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Evening Prayer
Monday 21st November
7.30pm
Brass Group
Tuesday 22nd November
11.00am Morning Prayer
8.00pm Book Club
Thursday 24th November
9.30am	Bruno Bear,
Avenue Rd.
3.00pm	‘Together on
Thursdays’ Pastoral
Tea, at Garsons
Farm

Thursday 1st December
9.30am	Bruno Bear,
Avenue Rd.
Friday 2nd December
6.15pm
Children’s Choir
7.30pm
Adult Choir
Advent 2
Sunday 4th December
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Eucharist
4.00pm Christingle Service
6.30pm Evening Prayer
Monday 5th December
7.30pm
Brass Group
Tuesday 6th December
11.00am Morning Prayer

Friday 25th November
6.15pm
Children’s Choir
7.30pm
Adult Choir

Thursday 8th December
9.30am		
Bruno Bear,
Avenue Rd.

Advent 1
Sunday 27th November
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am	Parish Eucharist
followed by
Advent Fair
6.30pm	Advent Carol
Service

Friday 9th December
6.15pm
Children’s Choir
7.30pm
Adult Choir

Monday 28th November
7.30pm
Brass Group
Tuesday 29th November
11.00am Morning Prayer

Advent 3
Sunday 11th December
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Eucharist
with Junior Church Nativity
6.30pm BCP Evensong

Tuesday 13th December
11.00am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 14th December
7.30pm
Wreath Making, Hall

Christ Church • West Wimbledon

Advent
Faır
11.15am, 27th November 2016
(after the 10am service) in Church

Thursday 15th December
12.30pm 	for 1.00pm
Christmas Lunch,
Hall ‘Together on
Thursdays’
Friday 16th December		
6.15pm
Children’s Choir
7.30pm
Adult Choir
Advent 4
Sunday 18th December
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Carol Service
Monday 19th December
7.30pm
Brass Group
Tuesday 20th December
11.00am Morning Prayer
Friday 23rd December
6.15pm
Children’s Choir
7.30pm
Adult Choir
Saturday 24th December
4.00pm Crib Service
11.30pm Midnight Mass

Monday 12th December
7.30pm
Brass Group

Thank you to all our contributors...
We hope you’ve enjoyed this issue and thank all of you
who have contributed. We’d love to hear your thoughts
and would welcome any feature ideas,letters, memories and photographs
you have. We already have some exciting ideas for the next issue.
Email the Editor Brenda on brendafclark@btinternet.com
or Art Editor Naomi on naomi.lowe@blueyonder.co.uk

Mulled wine
Home produce
Traidcraft stall
Plants and cakes
Lucky dip
Children’s corner
Raffles and prizes!
We will be entertained
with music played
by our fabulous
organist,
Richard Hall

All are welcome
Christmas Day
Sunday 25th December
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Family Eucharist
No Evening Service
Tuesday 27th December
No Morning Prayer
Christmas 2
Sunday 1st January
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Evening Prayer
Baptism of Christ
Sunday 8th January
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Epiphany 2
Sunday 15th January
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Eucharist

How to get in touch

During the interregnum and whilst the Parish Office is
based at St Saviours Church, Grand Drive the office mobile
number is 07486 990 335. The vicarage/parish office land
line number is no longer available. Please leave a message
and I will respond as soon as possible. With thanks,
Sara, Administrator
Parish office hours:
Tues & Thur 9.30am - 12 noon. Fri 9.30am - 12 noon
ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.christchurch-westwimbledon.org

