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Suggested donation: £2.50

A very warm
welcome to our
Spring issue
As the year marches
on we are all looking
forward very much to
Rev Michael Burns’
ministry with us here
at Christ Church and
are gearing up to
the evening of 26th
April when he will
be licensed. Thank
you to all who have
contributed with
articles, letters and
photographs and
especially to Naomi
for her photographs
and work as Art
Editor and to Ian
for his photos. We
love getting your
contributions so
please email them to
me at brendafclark@
btinternet.com, or
leave a note in the
cross aisle.

Brenda

A host of golden daffodils
A

ll the hard work in Autumn has payed off and
our gardens have started blossoming forth
with a beautiful array of spring flowers. As
well as the working parties of volunteers who look
after individual flower beds and the lawns, we are
ably assisted by Kings’ College pupils who
enthusiastically help us twice each school term.
Supervised by Christ Church volunteers , about 12
pupils come as part of their friday afternoon

community service programme.
Thank you to all who help nurture God’s creation.
If you would like to help with the garden upkeep
please talk to Hazel.

A warm welcome to our new vicar...

The Revd Michael Burns will be licensed as Priest in Charge at
Christ Church on Wednesday 26th April at 8pm. All are welcome
and if you’d like to contribute to the nibbles please sign the list at
the back of church. See over the page for more from Michael...

Our hall has enjoyed the benefits
of a spring clean – see page 7
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a letter from our
incoming vicar

M u s i c at C h r i s t c h u r c h

Y o u r LETTER S

Thank you for sharing

Pulling out the stops
We are proud to have Rebecca
Cross-Padden as our organ scholar.
Here she tells us about her musical
background and role at Christ Church...

There was a lovely festive lunch in
the hall at Christ Church on
Thursday, December 15th – such
a treat! A delicious stew was
served, then a hot mince pie with ice-cream,
and after that came tea or coffee! We had
Christmas crackers – now an expensive
luxury – and my paper serviette had a
Christmas tree on it!
So thank you to all who arranged, cooked
and served this for us – it was lovely. The
carols and hymns at the end were just right. It
is always nicer sharing a meal with others.
Elizabeth Flemming

‘I

am a 6th form student at Ursuline High
School, currently studying for A-Levels,
including music. I play the piano to Grade 8
and won the 2014 Merton Young Musician
of the Year. I sing with the Ursuline 6th form choir, and
I enjoy composing. I am also interested in conducting
and having the opportunity to take part in church
services involves me in all aspects of the role.
I enjoy the challenge of playing the organ – playing
the pedal-board at the same time as playing with my
hands. I like the fact that I can change stops to alter the
sound which can be both beautiful and powerful, and
,of course, I love the music itself.
I take lessons with the organist Michael Higgins and
Richard Hall, Musical Director at Christ Church,
mentors me. He has been enormously encouraging;
he has given me the opportunity to accompany the
choir – a truly rewarding experience.
I have applied to study music at university and hope
to pursue music as a career. Being an organ scholar
has definitely broadened my horizons, and given me
new opportunities, so I’m extremely grateful to all at
Christ Church for this experience.’

A new beginning...

I

am very much looking
forward to getting to know
you properly in the
months and years ahead.
There are lots of things
about the church and parish that
I feel positive about. Many of
you contribute much to the life of
Christ Church and I trust that
will continue in the years ahead.
But I am also very aware that the
local church exists for those who
are not its members and so being
out in the local community will
be a priority. I am genuinely
excited about moving to West
Wimbledon and quickly settling
into the church and locality, and
working together on some
important issues, particularly in
trying to discern the way
forward for our building plans.

There will be lots to do in the
years ahead but at the heart of
everything is the certainty that
God is in charge and it is on Him
we trust. I firmly believe that
God has a plan for each one of us
and we need to be ready to listen
to what God wants of us and to
act upon it.
Finally a few of you have
asked what you should call me,
at least to my face! I really don’t
mind: I happily respond to
Michael, Mike, Father Michael
as you feel comfortable. In one
parish the Head teacher called
me Mick the Vic – MTV for short
– and that has stuck to this day
with some! I leave it up to you!
God bless, Michael

Christ Church Saturday Recitals at 6pm

More thank yous...
We recently received two lovely letters from the
beneficieries of our Harvest Festival donations...
Thank you so much for our gifts and
donations this year. They really are
appreciated by the women, children and staff
at Merton Refuge
Genevieve, Children’s Worker, Housing 4 Women
Hello Everyone,
I just wanted to say thank you so much
and God bless you. You gave us a lot of lift
and we had a great Christmas because
you helped us. Many thanks

Music
Recitals

at Christ Church
and St John’s
The Music Committee at Christ Church
under the chairmanship of Richard Hall
would like to welcome you to a series
of recitals during the spring and
summer. We look forward to
seeing you.

13th May: Cimarosa Concerto for Oboe in C Major
and Debussy Sonata for violin and piano 
10th June: Musicby Bernstein, Barber and Fauré
1st July: George Shearing Songs and Sonnets
of William Shakespeare and
Bob Chilcott A Little Jazz Mass

St John’s, Spencer Hill Friday Recitals at 1pm
28th April: Beethoven String Trio in D op. 9 no. 2
and Boccherini String Trio
26th May: Opera-inspired music in concert by
Mozart, Wagner and Rossini
30th June: Music for piano by Haydn,
Brahms and Prokofiev
We need someone to run the refreshments rota for these
concerts, and check the wine stocks. Two volunteers will be
needed each month. If anyone is willing to run this rota, please
can they let either Tish or Rich know. Thank you
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God is good, God is great

Our sister churches

Extraordinary
things through
ordinary people

We were blessed with sunshine, daffodils and delightful singing on Mothering Sunday...

Malcolm Bream is an Elder at Everyday
Church in Queens Road, Wimbledon –
a community of people who want to know
what it truly means to follow Jesus every day.
Here he describes life in his church...

T

he core of the Church are
committed believers, but
we also gather sceptics and
seekers. We believe that
nobody is bad enough to be beyond
the reach of God’s mercy and grace.
We are a church that believes God
fills people with his Holy Spirit and
thereby does extraordinary things
through very ordinary people. It
means we can be honest with one
another, since people who have
been accepted by God have nothing
left to prove to one another. It creates
an atmosphere of authenticity in
which people can flourish and
Christian faith can grow.
Known as Queen’s Road Baptist
Church for over 100 years, our name
was changed at the beginning of
2013 to Everyday Church having
been approached by Kingston
Baptist Church, then Southfields
Baptist Church, to help them revive
their churches which were dying.
We have grown since the start of
2013 from one venue of about 250
people to seven venues attracting
just over 1000 people, with

additional venues in Croydon,
Clapham, Sutton and Richmond,
and on-line services in German,
Spanish, Italian and Russian
reaching many more.
Each of our venues has its own
team of elders and ministry leaders,
and is made up of people of all
shapes and sizes. Although facilities
and features may vary across our
locations, the one thing you can be
sure of is a warm welcome.
My wife Jane and I have attended
Everyday Church Wimbledon for
nearly 18 years. We have two adult
sons who both work for Everyday
Church. Adam is a pastor at
Southfields and Duncan is giving a
year to the Croydon venue. I am now
retired – my last job being at
Parkside Hospital where I was the
Materials Manager for 17 years. A
great job, but not as good as being
retired! I spend my time now doing
voluntary work (mostly amongst
the homeless), travelling, keeping fit
and helping to run a church venue of
about 500 members where I have
just been elected an Elder.

Gone fishing!

B

ill Petch is happy to go fishing at any time
and this particular morning saw him up at
the hall with an 18 foot rod with a feather
duster attached to the end! So, with the length of
his arms, he was able to reach into the apex of the
hall roof. His catch? Many years’ worth of
cobwebs, dust, party popper strings and
abandoned balloons!

BAPTISMS
JANUARY
Margot
MACMILLAN

MARCH
Charles
WILLIAMS
Benjamin
WILLIAMS

We welcome you into the family
at Christ Church
Did you know we send ‘Anniversary of baptism’
cards for each child/person who has been baptised at
Christ Church? We send them on the anniversary
of their baptism for five years after that date.

E

veryone played a part in making Mothering
Sunday a warm and joyful occasion. Richard,
Bishop of Kingston (who was accompanied
by his wife), led the service, with prayers and
readings from the Guides and Brownies. Lucy
Christie conducted Junior Church and Step Up
Church in an animated rendition of God is good, God
is great and daffodils were shared out amongst the
mothers in the congregation. At the end of the service
we made good use of the sparkling hall (after the
previous day’s Spring clean) for tea, biscuits and
Brownie-stall cakes. Behind-the-scenes there was
some secret squirrel work being done in readiness
for Michael’s arrival. All to be revealed soon!
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For all the Saints...

April 25th
MARK THE
EVANGELIST

M

ark the
Evangelist is the
traditionally
ascribed author of the
Gospel of Mark. He is
said to have founded the
Church of Alexandria,
one of the most
important episcopal
sees of Early Christianity.
His symbol is the winged
lion. In 828, relics
believed to be the body
of Saint Mark were stolen
from Alexandria by two
Venetian merchants and
taken to Venice. A
mosaic in St Mark’s
Basilica depicts sailors
covering the relics with a
layer of pork and
cabbage leaves!

Hidden
talents
We have an artist in our
midsts who has been keeping
his light under a bushel...

G

erald Bate was recently
exhibiting his hand
thrown pots and
paintings at the Law
Society’s Art exhibition in London
together with other lawyers. His
painting of the London Eye at night
was used as the exhibition poster.
It proved a good opportunity for
other art lovers from Christ Church
and the recent Rome holiday to
enjoy both meeting up and some
quality art on display.
Gerald was trained in throwing
pots by well know African potter
Kofi Athey at the Jos pottery in
Nigeria, who was a pupil of the
famous UK potter Michael Cardew.

Who’ll get the job done?
This is a story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody
and Nobody. There was an important job to be done and Everybody was
sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it but Nobody
did. Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody’s job.
Everybody thought that Anybody could do it, but Nobody realised that
Everybody wouldn’t do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody
when Nobody did what Anybody could have done.

From the bard

The quality of mercy is not strain’d,
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest;
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes

The Merchant of Venice, Act 4, Scene 1

Team tidy-up
On the 25th March Stefan Bown and his team of volunteers
ticked off a long list of cleaning jobs to make the church hall
and garden not only presentable, but sparkling!

A

round 14 or 15 people
came to help for an
hour or so, or all day if
they could spare the
time. The weather was kind to
us and 9 of us had lunch under
the magnolia tree and talked to
a young Chinese couple who
wanted to get married at Christ
Church. We must have been a
good advertisment!
We painted the gents loo, the
area between the side door
near church and the hall
alongside the stage. We
cleaned the windows, cleared
out the large storage area
under the stage and the back
room. We cut the grass out the
front and weeded all around the
hall, plus extensive branch
shredding and cutting up in the
back garden – meaning two
trips to the dump!
There’s still more to do – like
painting the external doors (are
there any budding decorators
out there?), but the hall is

looking much fresher and
ready for hire.Everyone worked
incredibly hard! Very grateful
to them all .
• There are bags of garden
waste round the side of the
hall to be taken to the tip! If
you would like to volunter with
anything please contact
stefan.bown@talktalk.net

To hire
Christ Church
hall
The hall is suitable for
meetings, children’s parties,
youth groups, gym classes,
dance classes – it has an
excellent sprung floor!

call
07719 525916

8

9

Our new baby grand!

It’s the journey,
rather than the
destination,
that’s important...

Richard Hall on the latest edition to our musical family...

W

OB I T U A R Y

Mabel White

This passage is from Tim Stanley –
historian, columnist and leader writer for
The Telegraph – from his BBC Radio 4
Thought For The Day broadcast last Lent.
It was brought to one of the Small Group
meetings and we thought you’d like to
read his supportive words for anyone
struggling to get through Lent..

‘W

e’re about a third of the
way of the way through
Lent and, if you’re
anything like me, you’ll
already have let yourself down. I
intended to give up alcohol and meat.
The alcohol pledge was broken within 48
hours, when someone offered me a gin
and tonic and I absent-mindedly said
“Make it a double.” As for the meat, well
everyone knows the best cure for a
hangover is a bacon
sandwich.
Whether you keep
Lent or not, we’re all
familiar with the feeling
of trying very hard to
accomplish something –
not quite making it and
being tempted to call it
quits and give up. But I’m
trying to resist that
temptation.
For me, as a Catholic, Lent isn’t about
achieving perfection. It’s about trying to
emulate Christ’s period of wandering in
the desert – when we’re told that the
Devil tempted him with the promises of
food, glory and power. Jesus implacably
resisted because, I believe, he was the
Son of God. I, on the other hand, am just
a human being. Success is ideal but

failure is not
unexpected. What matters
is that I try to be the best I can.
Shortly after I converted to
Catholicism I went to a priest for
confession and said that I feared it
wasn’t working out. “I still sin,” I moaned,
“I let myself and others down.” The
priest said to me: “But by the very fact
that you’ve come here to confess your
sins, you’ve shown that you have
changed.” He was right.
That I was prepared to go
out on a cold evening and
admit everything to a
total stranger showed
that I at least now
worried about my faults
and cared about putting
them right. I had entered
into a dialogue with my
own conscience.
Sometimes in life we
can focus exclusively on ends and
underestimate the value of means. It
would be wonderful to be a good person
– or a healthier person or a happier
person. But even if we fail to attain our
goal, the process of trying to get there
can in itself be redemptive.
Consider the man who climbs a
mountain, gets halfway and is forced to

‘Even if we fail to
attain our goal,
the process of
trying to get there
can in itself be
redemptive’

14th August 1920 –
16th November 2016
Julie Grainger remembers
a much loved member
of our congregation

M

stop by fatigue. Sure, he didn’t made it to
the top, and that’s disappointing. But he
saw the magnificent peak closer than
any of us could claim to, and he will have
had a clearer view of the world below him
than the rest of us can ever imagine. He
has attained wisdom.
And, of course, when he regains his
energy he can resume his climb.
Tim Stanley was raised a Baptist,
baptised an Anglican in 2003 and
later converted to Catholicism

Faith, Hope And...

A village decided to pray for rain.
On the day of prayer all the villagers
gathered, but only one boy came
with an umbrella. That’s faith.
Every night we go to bed without
any assurance of being alive the next
morning, but still we set our alarms.

That’s hope.
An old man had a shirt with the words
‘I am not 80. I am sweet 16 with 64
years of experience.’ That’s attitude!

abel was a wonderful lady, and
an extremely popular member
of Christ Church. Her faith was
very important to her. She had
a great sense of humour and accepted
whatever life threw at her, never
complaining.
Brought up in Dover she had six
siblings. When she left school, Mabel went
to work in a boys boarding school where
she met her future husband, Syd. They
had a very happy marriage and had two
daughters, Julie and Carol.
Mabel lived in Cinque Cottages on the
common and continued to live there after
Syd died. Sadly, her daughter Carol
passed away in 2012. When Mabel’s health
began to deteriorate she moved to
Rosemary Lodge and later to Alexander
House in Clifton Road. She loved to sit and
chat in the beautiful gardens.
She loved coming to church and when
possible would take part in other church
activities.
In 2015 she had to move into a nursing
home in Mitcham where she remained
until she passed away in hospital in
November 2016. We had a lovely memorial
service for her in Christ Church on 14th
December 2016.
Mabel leaves behind her son in law Tim,
Carol’s husband, daughter Julie and
husband Andy, four grandchildren and
three great grandchildren.

e are hugely grateful to the
Bittlestone family who have
donated their beautiful
c. 1927 Blüthner grand piano to Christ
Church in memory of their late
parents, Mr and Mrs Bittlestone. This
fantastic instrument has enabled us
to launch a new monthly concert
series. The first concert was in March
and raised over £370 for the church.
In an average week during term
time, the piano is also used for
numerous private piano lessons.
Hopefully it will also enable Christ
Church to become a host venue for
Associated Board of
the Royal Schools of
Music exams in the
future. This would see
Christ Church open its
doors to an
internationally
recognised exam board
and local talented
music students, as well
as generating a
significant, new, and
reliable revenue stream
for the church.
Stefan Bown has

generously taken on the task of
monitoring the church’s humidity to
ensure the piano is kept in suitable
conditions. Liz Errington is kindly
looking into a way to easily move the
piano onto the raised area at the front
of church for concerts. And a very
generous donation from a member of
the congregation has enabled us to
invest in a cover to ensure it’s safely
stored when not in use.
Once the piano is more portable,
it will be used every Friday for choir
rehearsals and hopefully in Sunday
services, too!

Book Club News
The lively and open exchanges at meetings of the Christ
Church Book Club seldom disappoint members
regardless of how well the chosen book is regarded or
studied in detail. We have a list of discussion points which
trigger keen responses and opinions about the author’s
skill and worth. The books chosen are very varied.
On 18th April at 8pm at 205 Cottenham Park Road we
will be discussing Weatherland by Alexandra Harris –
a diverting account of our ever-changing weather. On
24th May at 8pm at Flat 3, 31 Arterberry Road our book
will be Golden Hill by Francis Spufford, which won the
2016 Costa Award for a first novel.
We warmly welcome new members and one-off
visitors. Details of venues, dates and times are always
available at the cross aisle. We look forward to seeing you.
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DISCOVERING
PROVERBS

We have been intrigued by how
relevant proverbs are today...

In a nutshell with

The Lord directs our steps,
so why try to understand
everything along the way.

Jim Finch

PROVBS.24

Don’t be impressed with your own
wisdom. Instead, fear the Lord and
turn away from evil. Then you will
have healing for your body.
PROVBS.3

For all the Saints...

May 26th
AUGUSTINE OF
CANTERBURY

A

ugustine of Canterbury was
a Benedictine monk who
became the first Archbishop
of Canterbury in the year 597. He is
considered the “Apostle to the
English” and a founder of the
English Church. He was the prior
of a monastery in Rome when
Pope Gregory the Great chose him
to lead a mission to Britain to
Christianize King Æthelberht and
his Kingdom of Kent from AngloSaxon paganism.

M

Chorister Jim gives us a whistle-stop history of his life ...

y father served in the Royal Air
Force, and we moved with him
on every posting including
Malta in 1939. Looking back,
this probably would not have been
possible had it been known that World War
II was about start. I was aged seven but
this wartime experience has remained
with me as an indelible memory.
I feel a great debt is owed to our young
RAF servicemen, and
recommend a visit to
the Memorial in Green
Park. My brother, the
artist Brian Finch,
advised the architect
on the central design of
the memorial.
The severity of the
bombing raids on Malta
meant the evacuation
of Service families back
to the UK in 1942. We returned to live in
Sheerness where my parents had lived
prior to the war. I joined the local youth
club at Sheerness parish church and sang
in the choir there. I was also a member of
the local Scout troop. This link with
Scouting continued in later years, and my
late wife, Valerie, was a Beaver Scout
leader.
After National Service in the RAF, a
career appointment in London followed
and I read for a law degree at King’s
College. Life is still busy after retirement –
I studied for a Master’s degree, which has
enabled me to become a Board member
and Trustee at the Sutton Volunteer
Centre. I also volunteer in the fund-raising
team at the Sutton branch of the Royal

Marsden hospital.
My wife Valerie and I became members
of Christ Church some 20 years ago. We
had previously attended St. Saviour’s
Church, Raynes Park, where our children
were very involved in Sunday School,
Youth Club, Guides and Scouts.
Membership of Christ Church has
always been central to my life. When
Valerie died, friends at the church were
very supportive, for
which I have always
been extremely
grateful.
My greatest
pleasure is watching
my grandchildren
growing up. My elder
son and his family live
near Bath, and my
daughter and family
are in Fareham. My
younger son and his family have
emigrated to New Zealand where I visit
them as often as is practical. Simon is the
Pastor of the Christian New Frontiers
Evangelical Church in Auckland.
Choral singing remains a very
important hobby, particularly singing in
the choir at Christ Church. We are
fortunate to have Richard Hall as our
organist and music director and we
welcome the new initiative of forming a
Music Committee.
I am also a member of the West Barnes
Singers, a local amateur choir. My other
interests include membership of Christ
Church Book Club, attending plays and
concerts and listening to classical music –
particularly on Radio 3 and Classic FM.

‘Membership of
Christ Church has
always been central
to my life... for which
I have always been
extremely grateful.’

Junior & Step up church

‘The best Nativity
in 20 years!’

T

his compliment was made by a regular member of
the congregation. We struck gold with last
December’s Junior Church Nativity play, with the
most wonderful group of children. We had more
siblings taking part than ever before. Alex Parks was our
adorable donkey. Elefpheria, Harry, Laura, Lucy and Amy
(who came from her sickbed) were all brilliant narrators.
The shepherds were Eric, Josie and Ben. Not forgetting
Robbie the sheep – who kept his costume on for as long as
possible! The wonderful innkeepers were Martha, Holly
and Elefpheria amd all knew their lines perfectly which
was VERY impressive. Lily was our twinkling star and
Grace our magnificent Angel. Mary, played by Olivia and
Joseph, played by Jonathan, were splendid and so
authentic! Sadly we only had two Kings as Austin was
poorly, but Alex and Callum were excellent in their roles –
well improvised!
We must thank Kate for finding such a great script,
Lyons for his enthusiastic and committed directing, and
Rich for his piano accompaniment. It was a fantastic team
effort – the children, supportive parents and the Junior
Church leaders. Thank you to you all. Tish Mousell.

E

laine Chester’s wonderful wreath making evening took
place last December. The creative juices were helped
along with festive nibbles, tipples and much laughter.
The end result? Seventeen stunning wreaths and over
£300 (best ever result) raised in the process! Thank you Elaine
for making this annual event such fun and so successful.
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Wfor Whitsuntide...

Our small group
Christ Church has a number of Small
Groups – a way of bringing people
together on a regular basis in a relaxed
atmosphere, to have discussions about
matters of interest to us as Christians.
Flis Banks (far left of the pic) opens the
door on her particular group...

‘I

’m really not sure how much our small group
differs from the others, but I suspect that it is by
quite a lot. For a start, we decided at a very early
stage that we were not going to embark on a
course of study. Instead, we meet in each other’s houses
about every other month and chat about church, life and
families. And we go on outings...
We have had two outings so far, with one more in the
planning. Last autumn Brenda took us on an excellent
trip to the Victoria and Albert Museum, where she is a
volunteer. The main objective was to see a painted and
gilded lime wood and pine carved figure of Jesus on a
Donkey, in the Medieval and Renaissance gallery, and we
also had a guided tour of the Europe Gallery 1600-1815.
Last month we went to All Saints Church, Fulham,
and Fulham Palace. All Saints is the home church of one
of our number, Christopher Day, who joins us at Christ
Church mainly for evensong, where he enjoys the Book
of Common Prayer celebration. He gave us a great day
out, displaying huge quantities of local knowledge.
There are no fewer than eight Bishops of London buried
in the churchyard, and a host of monuments both in and
outside the church. At least three of the bishops ended
their careers as Archbishop of Canterbury. Fulham
Palace is like a smaller, less grand, version of Hampton
Court, and (I can reliably inform you from experience) has
a very good coffee shop.’

Whitsun is the
traditional name
given to the festival
commemorating the
coming of the Holy
Spirit to the disciples
following the death of
Jesus Christ. It is
thought to derive
from the Anglo-Saxon
word “wit”, meaning
understanding, to
celebrate the
disciples being filled with the wisdom of God. It is
also known as Pentecost and is celebrated on the
seventh Sunday after Easter. The first Pentecost
marked the beginning of the Christian Church as an
official, meaningful movement.

Poetry for your heart
There is a poet, TBH, who writes prayers and
poems in chalk on the pavement outside the
National Gallery. This one is called You and I...
If all the days were just so,
A little of everything for all to hold,
To give faith to help us be
strong and bold,
To endure each of life’s
unexpected folds,
To reach out to each other’s need,
To trust, to touch, to feel and to believe
that we are blessed inside with seed
That grows so tender and never leaves,
But resist all that cares to cause pain,
For all we are and wish to remain,
Innocent, without the need to blame,
You and I, we are the same.

PCC
News
The PCC have met
three times since the
last edition of the
magazine. PCC secretary,
Debbie Morely reports...
The PCC met in December and February,
with a special meeting being held in
January to meet our new Priest in Charge,
Rev Michael Burns. Matters have
quietened down over the winter months
and we often now find ourselves
discussing a point and then deciding to
postpone a decision until Michael is here.

Music life at Christ Church

Our new Music Committee has organised
a programe of concerts to be held in
church on a regular basis. These will be
held in collaboration with the choir and
musicians from St. John’s, Spencer Hill.
Richard Hall, our organist and choirmaster
wants to recruit, new young voices into the
choir. A very generous gift of a baby grand
piano was made by a local family and this
will be a real asset to Christ Church.

Back in action

We have had a structural survey on the hall
carried out, which has proved the building

to be sound, giving rise to real options for
refurbishment and redevelopment – if
that is the preferred way forward. We are
taking hall bookings until the summer
when we hope we will have a better idea of
what will happen to the hall. With new
bookings in mind, we had a hall cleaning
and maintenance day on 25th March, so it
is spruced and ready for business!
In other building news, there is a
proposed development at 4/4a
Cottenham Park Road. We will report on
this when we hear of any further news.

Charity collections

Notices will be put in the pew sheets
reminding worshippers to bring cash into
church for special collections, such as
Christian Care, Faith In Action and St
Raphael’s Hospice over the Christmas
period. It has been noted that these types
of collection are not covered by those who
pay money to Christ Church regularly
every month through their bank accounts.

Behind the green screen

The ice chamber in the grounds of Christ
Church which was exposed during the
building development project will be
repaired and the diocese will cover the
costs. However, before that can happen,
the chamber will be inspected by an
archaeologist – to see if anything of
interest has been interred in there!

A new chapter

Banners will be placed in the church
grounds to advertise our events,
supported by a poster on the noticeboard.
Finally, it is that time of year again when
the PCC membership is scrutinised to see
who has come to the end of their term and
must step down – more news on that next
time. We look forward to meeting some
new members onto the committee
and to Michael’s licensing on 26th April,
when our period of interregnum will finally
be over. It will be good to be able to move
on in a new direction at last.

CHRIST CHURCH PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

PRAYER
Dear God,
thank you for all that is good,
for our creation and our humanity;
for the stewardship you have
given us of this planet earth;
for the gifts of life and of one another.

• Julie Grainger
Churchwarden
• Sally Edmunds
Churchwarden
• Debbie Morley
Secretary

• Nicola Myatt
Treasurer
• Sharon Mawhinney*
• Tish Mousell
• Julia Warner
• Paul Sinclair*
• Brenda Thurgood*
• Chris Larkman*
* Deanery Synod Representatives

• Lynda Coleman*
• John Davey
• Pat Spencer
• Ian Christie
• Mary Ann Bown
• Naomi Lowe
• Vivian Harris
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Quick quiz
Answers below

1. Cross Fell is the highest peak in which
range of English Hills?
2. Which fictional character rode
a horse called Rocinate?
3. Queen Elizabeth II has made the most
official visits to which country?
4. How many eyes does a caterpillar have –
8, 10 or 12?
5. Whose birthday, 2nd October, is
commemorated around the world as an
international Day of non-violence?
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION
Did you know you can take out an annual
subscription for the Christ Church
magazine for £7.50 for 3 copies.
The easiest way is to put a cheque
or cash in an envelope and give it
to a churchwarden (Sal or Julie),
Thank you for your support.
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Faith in Action

This local charity provides support for all homeless people
in the area. They are open on Wednesdays and Fridays at
the Salvation Army Hall in Wimbledon, and all users are
provided with hot meals, clothes, and support for getting
work and accommodation. If you have any clothing no
longer required which you think would be suitable please
leave it at the back of church in a bag labelled FIA. They
also appreciate new underwear and socks.
www.mertonfaithinaction.org
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Bishop of Southwark’s Lent Call

This year the Bishop’s Lent Call is supporting projects in
the Southwark Diocese and in Zimbabwe. The Diocesan
projects are The Daniel-Spargo-Mabbs Foundation, Faith
in Action Merton Homelessness Project and Deptford
Reach – helping those in great need. All collections in
church will go to this appeal. You can also donate by text or
online at http://bit.ly/LentCall17. Cheques may be sent to
John Jackson, Trinity House, 4 Chapel Court, Borough
High Street SE1 1HW. Thank you.

ANSWERS: 1. Pennines 2. Don Quixote
3. Canada 4. 12 5. Mahatma Gandhi

Easter Lilies

If you would like to contribute towards the cost of
Easter Lilies in Church, in memory of a loved one,
there is a collection box and list at the back of church.
Thank you
A – Z OF THE c h u r c h

The Friday Group

W

e have been meeting as an
ecumenical group for over 30 years
and are still going strong with
several founder members still attending, and
new members who join us regularly.
It is fundamentally a Bible study group
sometimes following a course of study
particularly in Lent, and those who wish will
lead the discussion which is always lively and
entertaining. We have just completed the
challenging task of studying St. John’s Gospel.
No special knowledge is required so why not
come and join us? We meet fortnightly in termtime at 4 Wool Road – the home of Mair and
Duncan Rabagliati at 10am. The dates are
printed in the weekly news-sheet. It is not
necessary to attend every session.
Lynda Coleman

Xfor St. Francis Xavier...
St. Francis Xavier was a Basque
Roman Catholic missionary born
in Navarre in 1506. While
studying at the University of
Paris, he met Ignatius Loyola
who encouraged him to become a
priest, and he was ordained in
1537. Together with his friend
Peter Favre, he founded the
“Society of Jesus”members of which are
known as Jesuits. He
was later asked by Pope
Paul III to take the new
order to India.

Christ Church, West Wimbledon
presents

FENTON & CHARLES

GRAY MILLER
“The West End Comes To West Wimbledon”

7.30pm, Saturday
6th May
in the hall

Tickets

£25
including
supper

available from Tish,
tish@mouselltraining.com
or in church

“A wicked sense of humor
and a larger-than-life
stage presence.”

Don’t miss...

MAUNDY THURSDAY
DESSERT TOGETHER
13th April at 7.30pm

Joim us for dessert before the 8.30pm
Eucharist of the Last Supper. Add your
name and details of dessert to the list at
the back of church. Volunteers needed to
set up at 7pm or clear up at 9.30pm.
Please contact Lucy Christie

Children’s Service
with hot cross buns

Good Friday 14th April at 10am
Led by Lucy Christie,
with talk by Julia Warner

Kids Activity
Afternoon

Show Business Weekly (New York)

Saturday 13th May at 3-5pm

“A superb interpreter of
lyrics as well as a fine singer.
A totally enjoyable show”

In the hall. All kids aged 4-11 are welcome.
Email tish@mouselltraining.com if you
are interested in your children attending

Musical Stages (London)

www.christchurch-westwimbeldon.org

All are welcome
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Spring Diary 2017
Sunday 9th April
Palm Sunday		
8am
Holy Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm	Palm Sunday
Singing &
Performance

Tuesday 18th April		
Sunday 30th April
Friday 12th May		
11am
Morning Prayer
3rd Sunday of Easter		
6.15pm
Children’s Choir
8pm
Book Club
8am
Holy Communion
7.30pm
Adult Choir
10am 	Parish Eucharist
Thursday 20th April		
Followed by APCM
Saturday 13th May		
6.30pm
BCP Evensong
3pm – 5pm 	Children’s Activity
9.30am	Bruno Bear, Avenue
Afternoon, Hall
Road
Tuesday 2nd May		
6pm
Concert
Monday 10th April		
11am
Morning Prayer
7.30pm	Prayer & Meditation
Friday 21st April		
Sunday 14th May
for Holy Week
6pm	Licensing
Thursday 4th May		
5th Sunday of Easter
Rehearsal
9.30am	Bruno Bear,
8am
Holy Communion
Tuesday 11th April		
Avenue Road
10am
Parish Eucharist
11am
Morning Prayer
Sunday 23rd April
6.30pm
BCP Evensong
7.30pm	Prayer & Meditation
2nd Sunday of Easter
Friday 5th May		
for Holy Week
8am
Holy Communion
6.15pm
Children’s Choir
Monday 15th May		
10am
Parish Eucharist
7.30pm
Adult Choir
7.30pm
Brass Group
Wednesday 12th April
6.30pm
BCP Evensong
Tuesday 16th May		
7.30pm	Prayer & Meditation
Saturday 6th May		
11am
Morning Prayer
for Holy Week
Monday 24th April		
7.30pm	Fenton & Miller,
7.30pm
Brass Group
Cabaret & Dinner,
Thursday 18th May		
Thursday 13th April
Hall
9.30am	Bruno Bear, Avenue
Maunday thursday
Tuesday 25th April		
			
Road
7.30pm
Supper		
11am
Morning Prayer
Sunday 7th May
8.30pm	Eucharist of the
4th Sunday of Easter		
Friday 19th May		
Last Supper
Wednesday 26th April		 8am
Holy Communion
6.15pm
Children’s Choir
8pm	Licensing Service
10am
Parish Eucharist
7.30pm
Adult Choir
Friday 14th April
for Canon Michael
6.30pm
BCP Evensong
good friday
Burns
Sunday 21st May		
10am
Children’s Service
Monday 8th May		
6th Sunday of Easter
2pm
The Last hour
Thursday 27th April
7.30pm
Brass Group
8am
Holy Communion
9.30am	Bruno Bear,
10am	Parish Eucharist
Sunday 16th April		
Avenue Road
Tuesday 9th May		
with Baptism
Easter Sunday
11am
Morning Prayer
6.30pm
Evensong
8am
Holy Communion
Friday 28th April		
10am	Family Communion
6.15pm
Children’s Choir
Thursday 11th May		
Monday 22nd May
6.30pm
Evening Prayer
7.30pm
Adult Choir
9.30am	Bruno Bear,
7.30pm
Brass Group
Avenue Road

Thank you to all our contributors...
We hope you’ve enjoyed this issue and thank all of you
who have contributed. We’d love to hear your thoughts
and would welcome any feature ideas,letters, memories and photographs
you have. We already have some exciting ideas for the next issue.
Email the Editor Brenda on brendafclark@btinternet.com
or Art Editor Naomi on naomi.lowe@blueyonder.co.uk

How to get in touch

The Parish Office is based at St Saviours Church,
Grand Drive the office mobile number is 07486 990 335.
Please leave a message and I will respond as soon as
possible.
Sara, Administrator
Parish office hours:
Tues & Thur 9.30am - 12 noon. Fri 9.30am - 12 noon
ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.christchurch-westwimbledon.org

