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Alleluia! Christ is risen
Welcome
everyone...
to our spring
edition and a very
big thank you to
all of you who
have contributed.
Thank you
also to Naomi,
our brilliant
art editor and
photographer,
and to Ian
Christie for his
photographs of
the Nativity.
We love getting
your thoughts
and feedback.
All contributions
for the next
edition in the
summer will be
most welcome.
Please email
them to me at
brendafclark@
btinternet.com, or
leave them at the
cross-aisle.
Thank you.

Brenda

I write this on St David’s Day – the first day of the meteorological spring.
Yet outside the snow is thick and the temperature below zero. In the garden,
a brave daffodil peeps through! So the cycle continues – spring follows winter.
And for Christians we know that Easter Day will follow Good Friday.

O

ur human experiences help us
on our journey as Christians,
however hazardous that
journey of faith may be at times.
We may be like the women who in Mark’s
account were trembling and bewildered,
not saying anything to anyone because
they were afraid. But if we remain closed
and silent, how will others hear the good
news of the risen Christ in their lives
today? No, the plain truth is that the Lord
is risen, he is risen indeed, alleluia – and
we must be full of faith and courage as we
not only speak those words but also seek
to live them in and through our lives – so
that the story of Jesus will live on in us.
St Teresa of Avila articulated it like this:
‘Christ has no body on earth but yours, no
hands but yours, no feet but yours. Yours
are the eyes through which Christ’s
compassion for the world is to look out;
yours are the feet with which He is to go
about doing good; and yours are the
hands with which He is to bless us now.’
May Easter come alive for others,
because we don’t just say those words,
we have the courage to live them.

Members of the congregation weren’t going to let the Beast from the East,
with its freezing temperatures, dampen our inaugural Barn Dance on
3 March. This was an evening of coming together. See page 8 for more...
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O U R YO U N G PEO PLE

JUNIOR CHURCH & STEPPING UP

A Christ Church first!

Give thanks for our young
One of the striking features of Christ Church is the strong and
active involvement of children and young people in its life.
Michael Burns celebrates how our young enrich church life…

F

rom tiny tots to teenagers, the young
play a prominent part in the church.
From the start we make sure they are
integrated as well as possible – and as
they get older so they can do more: reading
the lesson, serving at the altar, singing in the
choir, cajoling us to spend our money on the
Traidcraft stall. These are just a few of the
ways in which they are part of our life.
When I came last year, I was touched by the
wonderful welcome banner they made.
Everyone looks forward to the annual Nativity
Play and the Kids Activity Afternoon.
The monthly gatherings of KFH are a high spot
in the lives of our teenagers, too. We shouldn’t
forget either the strong adult leadership team
who enable all this to happen – thank you!
One of our younger members, Harry
Naylor, has been helping to run Junior
Church as part of his Duke of Edinburgh
Award – here he is pictured receiving a small
thank you gift. Do pray for our young people
and never be afraid to say hello to them.
They are the warmest, friendliest bunch you
could ever hope to meet!

Harry Naylor
has been a
great asset
to Junior
Church

Here is Angelica Mangrioti
who made a big impression
on the congregation on her
first visit to church, not least
on Michael, in whose arms
she happily sat as she was
shown around her new
family. We welcome you.

Getting to grips with the parable of the vineyard

Great egg-citement at Junior Church

Lily O’Keeffe
doing the
double flip

A big welcome to our
smallest member

On Sunday 18 February, Junior Church and Stepping Up
Church joined forces for our annual Pancake Making
Morning. Eric, Grace, Lily one and two, Austin, Callum and
Robin were among those who artfully weighed the flour,
cracked the eggs and whisked the batter. Robin had such a
look of delight when he successfully cracked an egg into the
mixture. The Stepping Uppers – Calista, Laura and Martha
– negotiated our temperamental hob and the cooking began
in earnest. Toppings of banana, golden syrup, lemon, sugar
and chocolate spread were laid out in anticipation. Then it
was time for the real fun with a pancake flipping race where
some took the rules of two flips per lap slightly more
seriously than others! A very successful morning, and a
joyful way to reflect on why we keep the tradition of using
up ingredients before Ash Wednesday and remembering
Jesus’s 40 days and nights spent in the Wilderness.

BAPTISMS
6 AUGUST
Freddie SPILLER
15 OCTOBER
Edward James BARKE
12 NOVEMBER
Cayla Eliabeth Chioma
NWOKOYE
Calista Aurelia Chinvere
NWOKOYE
Calvin Gabriel Chika
Chinazor NWOKOYE
11 MARCH
Millie Savannah WRIGHT
We send ‘Anniversary of
baptism’ cards for each child/
person who has been baptised
at Christ Church on the
anniversary of their baptism
for five years after that date.

L

ast Christmas’s
nativity play was
our most ambitious
to date – a superb
production and we think
(yet again) our best ever!
Kate Tasch edited a
brilliant script with Lyons and
Lucy directing, There were
fabulous props and costumes
and we had our biggest cast
ever – so many fantastic kids
taking part.
But the star of the show had
to be our very first real baby
Jesus, played by six-week-old
Angelica Mangrioti. She didn’t
cry at all and performed
splendidly, with her proud big
sister Eleftheria playing Mary.
The play is always such a
special part of Christmas at
Christ Church, but this one in
particular gave everyone so
much pleasure. Favourite
moments were the Trip
Advisor ratings for the inn,
and Austin’s Roman legion
costume! Now we Junior
Church leaders are under
pressure to do an even better
one for Christmas 2018.

Tish Mousell
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PRAYER

Prayer moves into
the 21st century

P

Michael Burns explores how mobile phones and
tablets can enrich your prayer – with apologies to
those who don’t own such devices!

rayer is what marks us out as
Christians. Prayer can be very
simple and doesn’t always
need lots of words. But some
people like to use a structure to their
prayers – and the Church of England
has produced some to download to
mobile devices.
I don’t own an iPhone but I did buy
an iPad which I do find very useful – not
least for my Morning and Evening
Prayers. Increasingly there are some
really excellent and mostly free apps
on offer which make daily praying so
much easier, since they provide you
with all the texts you need on your
phone or tablet.
Many clergy (including myself) use
an app called Daily Prayer, provided
free by the Church of England. To
download the app simply go to the
App Store, enter Daily Prayer into the

search box and it will come up as a
light blue icon with Daily Prayer in
white letters.
There is a related app called
Reflections (the icon is quartered in
four colours with snowflake symbols).
This supplies a short meditation on
one of the readings for Morning Prayer.
There are lots more apps with daily
prayers and readings to suit various
tastes and traditions. Pray As You Go
(it can be downloaded from pray-asyou-go: light blue icon with a large
letter G) is provided by the Jesuits for
Roman Catholics but as the Gospel
Reading of the day is usually the same
for both denominations, it can be used
by Anglicans. Time to Pray is another
app from hymnsam.co.uk/apps
providing a simple Daily Service.
Try them and see how they might
help your life of prayer.

Spirit of God, set
at rest the
crowded,
hurrying
thoughts within
our minds and hearts. Let the peace
and quiet of your presence take
hold of us. Help us to relax, to rest,
to become open and receptive to
you. You know our inmost
thoughts, the hidden unconscious
life within us, the forgotten
memories of hurts and fears, the
frustrated desires, the unresolved
tensions and dilemmas. Cleanse
and sweeten the springs of our
being, that freedom, life and love
may flow into both our conscious
and our hidden life. Lord, we lie
open before you, waiting for your
healing, your peace and your word.
Amen.
(George Appleton)

Our visiting clergy
29 April
Canon Celia
Thomson,
Canon of
Gloucester
(Vicar from
1995 –
2003)

24 June
The
Rt Revd Dr
Christopher
Herbert,
former
Bishop of
St Albans

A lift in sales at the Traidcraft stall

We are lucky enough to have the help of Lucy and
Laura (above) as well as Olivia and Eleftheria as
apprentices. Their views on what should be
stocked and their sales patter make a real
difference. Our thanks too to Tish and Ian and Lucy
Christie for running the stall every Sunday.

The God App
A story by Nick Robins

S

teve was restless.
‘Oh my God,’ he sighed,
‘why is everything
going wrong?’
‘Look within and you will find
the answer,’ came a husky voice
from his jacket pocket.
‘What do you mean?’ replied
Steve – and then quickly
stopped: he was talking to
himself; things were really
getting out of hand.
Reaching into his jacket, he
took out his phone, hoping
someone, somewhere would
have tagged him, liked him,
retweeted him. On the
chessboard of Apps that
sprang to life, just next to the
Weather, he noticed a new one,
black and white, simply saying
GOD (admittedly in Gothic
script). He tapped it and out
came that same husky voice, a
lovely molasses of a baritone.
‘I told you, didn’t I ? Look
within your jacket and you’ll
find me. Well, here I am.’
Steve had never got the hang
of these digital helpers with
their jaunty names and stale
tones.‘Ok, but I didn’t ask for
you and I don’t need another
app wasting my time and
money,’ moaned Steve.
‘Not so fast, my son,’ said the
App.‘I distinctly heard you
calling me. I know this is not my
usual incarnation, but you’ve
got to move with the times.’
‘What do you mean
incarnation? Isn’t that some
Hindu thing? My mate Hari was
telling me about Krishna in the
pub yesterday.’
‘It’s all very simple – it means
when the spirit becomes flesh,
though as a vegetarian, I don’t
like the carnivorous

connotations,’
breezed the
phone.
‘But you’re not
flesh, you’re just a
programme in the
cloud,’ retorted
Steve.
‘Well, it’s better
than people
thinking I
actually live
on a cloud!’
chuckled theApp.
This banter was
going nowhere.‘So,
who are you and how
are you going to help
me?’ asked Steve
grumpily.
‘I’m God of course –
who else? I will be with you
every step,’ replied the App,
suddenly quite assertive.
‘I don’t believe in God –
religion’s just mumbo jumbo
and massacres. Goodbye, my
friend, I’m going to swipe you
to kingdom…’
But before Steve could finish
his sentence, the phone blazed
bright white and wriggled out
of his hand. But it didn’t fall to
the pavement, just hovered
before Steve’s gawping face.
‘It’s not a question of belief,
I’m afraid. I am the great I am
whether you choose to pay
attention or not,’ said God.
Now the App filled the whole
phone and the phone had
grown so it was taller than
Steve’s big brother Paul.‘Keep
your hair on,’ croaked Steve,
wracking his brains to think
how he could get out of this.
‘So who created you?’ he
asked, somewhat sheepishly.
Silence. Silence that seemed
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to last for a very long time, until
the floating phone perked up
and said: ‘The earliest thing I
can remember is creating the
Universe – being that force of
love that drives all energy and
all living things. But however
hard I try, I can’t remember
anything before the Big Bang.’
‘Aha,’ said Steve.‘Gotcha –
that could just be a memory
programmed for you by some
spotty nerd in Finland!’
‘I’m sad to hear you say that,
Steve. I was so looking forward
to our time together’.
Suddenly, the App went blank,
the phone just shrank and it lay
there in Steve’s hand, its
battery completely drained.
‘Damn,’ he said,‘how in God’s
name am I going to find my way
home without my phone?’
‘Do you want another go?’
whispered the App.

The God App is
published as part
of ‘Knock Twice,’
a collection of
modern folk tales edited
by Andrew Simms.
therealpress.co.uk/product/
knock-twice-print/
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From the mouths
of babes...

For all the Saints...
8 May
JULIAN OF
NORWICH

35 years of guardianship
Wimbledon National Trust Association celebrated its 35th birthday
last year. To celebrate, a lunch was held at Cuddington Golf Club...

G

uests of honour at the lunch were
Dame Helen Ghosh, Director
General of the National Trust, and six
of the founder members, including
our own John Barrett (top right) – the very
first Chairman – who gave a speech
describing the setting up of the association.
The association sprang from a notice in
the National Trust magazine in 1981. About
30 National Trust members responded and a
steering committee was set up, with John
appointed as Chairman.
The aim of the association was to support
the Trust’s work, raise money for its appeals
and make membership of the National Trust
more enjoyable. 35 years on and it is still
pursuing those goals with a programme of
visits, holidays and lectures. Since its
inception the Wimbledon National Trust

Association has raised £151,265 for the
National Trust. £83,325 of that has gone
to Morden Hall Park, including restoring
the rose garden, and £15,000 for the
Neptune Campaign – which helps save
Britain’s beaches, cliffs, estuaries and bays.
During the summer we have coach
outings, two holidays and ‘Town and
Around’ visits to places of interest accessible
by public transport. Recent visits have
included a Gaslight Walk in London, a visit
to see the new Mary Rose Museum, and
trips to Chichester Theatre and Dorneywood,
the courtesy home of Philip Hammond, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer.
The association has long been associated
with Christ Church, holding the winter and
spring lectures in the hall for over 20 years.
Lynda Coleman

A trip to Bermuda for Harry’s birthday
Members of Christ Church joined Harry Watson
and other residents of Carter House to celebrate his
birthday on 18 February. Harry was born in
Bermuda and there is an ongoing joke between him
and two lady residents that they will go there for a
visit one day. Hazel Bate had the brilliant idea of
having a Bermuda-themed party for him. We enjoyed rum swizzle,
tropical fruit juice and a rum baba. The tables were decorated with
pictures and books about Bermuda and there was a soundtrack of
tree frogs croaking and a steel band. Harry was presented with a
yachting cap given by the former Governor-General of Bermuda,
John Vereker. The highlight of the morning was a travel film extolling
the delights of this British colony in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean.
We all felt we had been transported to this beautiful island. We hope
Harry enjoyed the party as much as we did. Pat Spencer.

Heard by a Christ Church friend

J

ulian (8 November 1342 –
1416) was an important
Christian mystic and
theologian. Although little
is known about her early life,
it is likely she was from a
wealthy family in Norwich –
at the time the second largest
city in England. Julian was
also known as a spiritual
authority within her
community, where she
served as a counsellor and
advisor. When she was 30
she suffered a serious illness
and as the last rites were
administered she had a series
of 16 visions of Jesus Christ
and recovered from her
illness. She wrote about these
visions in Revelations of Divine
Love, written around 1395,
which is the first book in the
English language known to
have been written by a woman.

Listen
with all your heart

I

Not long ago, I was sitting in front of
one of our youngest members during
the 10am Sunday Service, when we
came to the beautiful final prayer.
Being too young to read the prayer, but
eager to join in, this resourceful
youngster listened intently to what
everyone around her was saying and
repeated the words at the end of each
line – like a little echo. As she did so,
I was struck how – even in this distilled
version – the prayer still resonated with
deep meaning. These are the words
that our little echo said...

There is a very good reason why God created us
with two ears but only one mouth

t was during an unassuming
conversation that the request
about writing this article about
silence came about. I had just seen
a fellow parishioner walk through the
door with a limp and when I enquired if all
was well, I was assured that it was. I was
thanked for caring and being observant.
This then reminded
me of an occasion
when, during the
communion, I noticed
a parishioner’s eyes
welling up. I later came
across this same
parishioner in a quiet
corner and listened
intently while they
explained the reason
for their sadness.
One of the meanings
of silence is given in the
dictionary as a ‘period of time without
communication by word or noise’. While
one listens it is necessary to reassure the
person talking that they have our
complete attention. It is up to the
experienced listener to know when to
break the silence. This will show that one
is listening keenly with all heart and
mind, and not just being there. This

reassurance is of paramount
importance to the speaker.
Silence is not only the absence of
noise – as peace is not the absence of
war. Our modern life is filled in every
possible space with noise. As a tsunami
destroys and drowns everything in its
wake, so does noise and interruption
in a conversation.
Listening is not only
a matter of individual
identity, but a quality
of relationship.
Probably that is why
God has created us
with two ears but
only one mouth –
listening twice and
responding once.
You may be familiar
with the sentence
‘Listen, if you have
ears’ in the Bible.Silence is the spiritual
space which channels deep human
relationships, with no more need for
words, so often the source of
misunderstanding. Silence is the
cornerstone that unlocks one’s
innermost life where the Spirit breathes
and God speaks.
A friend of Christ Church.

‘Silence is the
spiritual space
which channels
deep human
relationships,
with no more
need for words’

Did you know...
St Mary’s in Wimbledon
Village is our Mother Church.
On Mothering Sunday we sent
the congregation a card.
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Benji leads the way

Underneath the
arches with Mike
and Lucy

Pru enjoys a rare breather
between dances

st Wimbledon

Christ Church We

Barn dance

6.30pm
d March,Rd,
Saturday 3r
SW20 0RZ
k
l, Cottenham Par

Christ Church

Hal

All are welcome !

)
selltraining.com
Mousell (tish@mou
Tickets from Tish

Toe tapping together

Dee and
Tish on
hot dog
duty

We were in the grip of the Beast from the East and Storm Emma, but
those of us who braved the freezing temperatures were treated to a
fabulous evening of merriment and a coming together of all ages

C

hrist Church’s inaugural Barn
Dance had all the ingredients
of a top night out: a wonderful
caller, Liz Scholey, who kept
us all in order; toe-tapping music played
on the accordian by Liz’s husband John;
and thanks to Dee and Muks, three types
of hot dog on offer, with all the
trimmings, to keep up our energy levels!
The music was so irresistible that barely
anyone sat out a dance, including those of
us of more mature years! How wonderful
it felt do-si-doing with the younger
members of the congregation until our
heads spun. Who needs the gym?
Highlights included a Bollywoodinspired line dance – a real floor-filler –

and a dance that involved galloping under
an arch of outstretched arms. Two-yearold Benji was so entranced by this that he
joined in and led the way.
Checked shirts and a good peppering
of double denim were the order of the day.
Stewart Sanson even based his outfit on
the cowboy on the poster! But Liz, in her
head-to-toe red with a white Stetson and
gold shoes, was Queen of costume.
Huge thanks go to the Social
Committee for organising such an
enjoyable event. The evening raised a
healthy profit for much-needed church
funds and was so successful that we are
hopeful it will be a regular event.
Naomi Lowe and Brenda Thurgood

The gold star goes to Liz’s shoes

The Figure of Eight gets Mike
onto the dance floor

Josie picks the winning
ticket in the raffle

Sal and Marion have a case
of the giggles mid-dance

Lucy and Brenda make a
link for the Grand Chain
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OUR CHARITIES
Bright sparks! Laura (far left)
and Eleftheria (fourth left), with
the help of a Panda (below),
represented Hollymount school
in a test of general knowledge

Fingers on buzzers
It was lights... camera... action... for two members of
Stepping Up Church last year when they competed in
the CBBC TV quiz show ‘Top Class’. Harry Naylor
reports on their nail-biting progress

H

osted by comedian Susan
Calman, Top Class is an interschool quiz to discover the
smartest school in the UK. The
quiz tests the children’s knowledge in
rounds such as science, English, maths and
general knowledge and last summer
Hollymount school took part, with a team
including our very own Eleftheria and Laura.
The girls travelled to Glasgow with two
other team mates and teacher, Miss
Darwin, to film for season three, along
with their mascot, Tiny Tim the panda.
Eleftheria took on the important role
of team captain.
Hollymount kicked off to a good start
gaining maximum points in the first
challenge – a sports word-search. The team
was victorious in the first episode beating
Kilbride Central Primary school and
securing a place in the quarter finals, which
they also won. After a close battle in the
semi-finals, Hollymount School beat the
opponents 33-32 making it to the finals!
Here their opponents were St John’s
School. After the first question of the finals
– the lightning round – Hollymount were
hot on the heels of St John’s. The next
round was English and thanks to Laura’s
quick reactions on the buzzer Hollymount
were back in control of the game. The

A SIMPLE PLAN
Some maxims for the week ahead
from author Vinita Hampton
Wright (a student and practitioner
of Ignatian spirituality)…

SAY...

thank you to at least one person

MAKE...

one healthy choice about your
body – food, drink, rest or motion

DO...

one generous act,
big or small

SAY...

yes to the day’s gifts

BE...

quiet for five minutes,
just to be still

LET...

one person know that you
appreciate him or her

At set times of the year money
is taken from the collections
and donated to chosen
charities. During the last year
the recipients of these
collections have been...
• South London Refugee
Association
• Merton Street Pastors
• Christian Care Association
• Faith in Action
Homelessness Project
• St. Raphael’s Hospice
• Clergy training in
Zimbabwe
• The Church Mission Society
• The Feel Good Bakery
In addition people are
encouraged to respond to
the Bishop’s Lent Appeal
throughout Lent (as we have
done since its inauguration in
1986), for Christian Aid
Week and in the Christingle
Service for the Children’s
Society.
Please give as generously as
you can and use the blue
envelopes for these
collections. Our donations
really do make a difference to
the lives of others. Thank you.

DO...

one creative act,
big or small
following round also saw Laura steal control
which put Hollymount in the lead – three
points ahead of St John’s.
Following a close buzzer round of random
questions, Hollymount fell a few points
behind. This opened the gap for St John’s
who ran away with the victory and were
crowned Top Class champions 2017. All
credit to Laura, Eleftheria and their
teammates for how far they progressed.
They should be very proud. Who knows,
maybe Hollymount will come back fighting
in another season!

ALLOW...

yourself to consider what
someone else is going through

DO...

one thing well
with full attention

OPEN...

your arms and
your heart to God
ignatianspirituality.com

PRAYER

O God, we ask you to
forgive us for the things
we have not thought about,
the jobs we have not done
and the words we have not
spoken. We ask you to help
us to think and do, and
say the right things at
the right time.

In a nutshell with

Lyons O’Keeffe
Lyons is a relative newcomer to Christ Church but has already made
a great impression as a Junior Church leader with a skill in directing
the Nativity play and has turned his skills to the PCC
What brought you to Christ Church?
We moved to West Wimbledon three
and a half years ago. We stumbled in
to Christ Church one morning and
immediately felt at home. In particular
I loved how all the children participated
in the ceremony – I thought it was a
special Sunday but in fact it was a
standard Christ Church Sunday!
I went to a Benedictine boarding school
in Ireland for five years and retain a strong
connection with the monastery there. The
ceremony and message at Christ Church
remind me of attending mass there.
What’s your line of work and hobbies?
I am a barrister by profession but work in
finance for an Australian Bank. I am lucky
that my work affords enough flexibility to
be involved in some of the daily routine
of the household.
My big interest is aviation – I have always
been obsessed with all things that fly. I have
licences for aeroplanes and helicopters and
I am learning to pilot a gyrocopter – they
look crazier than they actually are!
What special memories do you have?
I grew up in a small village called Schull on
the south-west coast of Ireland. I have great
memories of seemingly endless summers
pottering around on boats in the harbour
and islands and in the surrounding

countryside – enormous freedom while still
very young. Our girls go there for a month
every summer in an attempt to replicate
that experience and give them some
contrast from south-west London.
What are you especially grateful for?
I am very lucky to have met my wife Nicole.
We grew up on different continents and
our only common connection is a couple
who luckily for us produced four children
which meant we kept meeting at
their christenings!
What would you like to see happen at
Christ Church in the future?
I really enjoy being involved with Junior
Church and hope it continues to evolve and
be relevant to and popular with Christ
Church children. I think the number of
children up on the altar at the end of the
service reporting back from Junior Church
is one barometer of the health of the church.
What difference does being a Christian
make to your life?
It gives me confidence that following the
message of the Gospels is the recipe for
a good and worthwhile life. It helps me
try and ensure that my decisions during
my time on earth have some regard for
the hereafter. How successfully I execute
all that is another question!
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A visit to the Baitul
Futuh Mosque

N

A group from Christ Church were lucky enough
to be given a tour around one of Britain’s largest
mosques. Hazel Bate reports...

asim Jamal and his
daughter, Anika, gave us
a brilliant tour of the
mosque in Morden and
explained about the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community – a moderate
form of the Islamic faith. We
witnessed evening prayers and
the men cooked us a delicious
meal. It was a fascinating insight
and helped us understand Islam
a little better.
Two particular things struck
me from the visit. Firstly, that
the core values of Islam, described
by Nazim, with the varying
interpretations of the Quran
between the different sects,
seemed to echo the core values
of the Christian faith and its
varying interpretations by the
different denominations.
Secondly, it’s interesting how

Western culture inevitably judges
other cultures and faiths by its
own values. For example, we tend
to make adverse judgements
about the role of women in the
Muslim world. But in my
experience from my visits, those in
the Muslim faith (including
women) believe that women
should be treated with respect and
have their proper place in society.
The Baitul Futuh Mosque is always
happy to host group visits and holds
regular open days.

SMALL GROUPS

E
Explore faith
and make friends

I

n 2015 Richard Lane set up a series of small
groups of Christ Church members based on
geographical areas, with a co-ordinator for
each. The intention was to strengthen the
friendships of the congregation and to stimulate
study and discussion in a relaxed atmosphere.
Over the past couple of years, five groups have
continued to meet regularly. Each group has a
different flavour – some study the Bible, some
discuss recent sermons and topical issues and
others have occasional trips out. Most groups
have a time for chat and prayer, too.
We are conscious that there will be new and
existing members of Christ Church who might like
to join such a group. The hope is to start a few new
ones. If you would like to join or even host a new
group, please do let Michael know.

A real joint effort!
This was our submission for the
Great Community Mural
Competition organised by Church
insurers, Ecclesiastical. The collage,
which shows how Christ Church
reaches out to the wider
community, was created by Naomi
Lowe with the help from Junior and
Stepping Up Church, who spent
one Sunday morning taking
photographs of our lovely church –
including close-ups of the stitching
on the altar frontals and the stained
glass. Particular thanks go to
Amy Allen from Stepping Up
Church who drew the portrait of
the church – based on an engraving
from the 1950s. A framed copy
hangs in the Truman Room.

lizabeth was born in
Bath, but the family
moved to Epsom
when she was just
four. She and her younger
sister, Suzette, enjoyed an
idyllic and sheltered childhood
but this came to an abrupt end
with the death of her father
when she was just nine.
Elizabeth felt she would cry
forever at the realisation of
never again hearing the name
Donnie – her father’s special
nickname for her.
At 12 Elizabeth was sent
to boarding school in
Weymouth and the first of
her great adventures began.
Here she made lifelong friends
and enjoyed some of the
happiest days of her life.
In 1938, while storm clouds
gathered over Europe,
Elizabeth moved up to
Cheltenham Ladies’ College
and with the outbreak of war,
classrooms were
requisitioned by the military.
Lessons were sometimes
cancelled in favour of patriotic
work such as knitting blankets
for the air-raid homeless,
digging for victory or helping
a local farmer rid his crops of
caterpillars!
During school holidays she
became a first-aid volunteer.
By now the family were in
Southsea to be closer to
relatives, and she witnessed
at first hand the great
destruction of the Portsmouth
blitz, and experienced the
deprivations that followed –
food and water shortages,
and the loss of one of the
aunt’s fur coat in the bombedout dry cleaners!
On leaving school in 1941,
Elizabeth joined the Civil
Nursing Reserve at St Mary’s
Hospital, Portsmouth. As
soon as she was old enough, at

OBITUARY

Elizabeth Fleming
19 August 1924 – 20 September 2017

Elizabeth was a keen contributor to the
magazine and it is with great fondness that we
remember this gentle lady with the pretty smile,
a ready chuckle and a very interesting life
19, she enrolled at Royal
Devon and Exeter hospital
to begin nursing training – as
her mother had done before
her. She learned the
disciplines of the profession,
perfecting the skills of bedmaking to a fine art.
After qualifying, she took
up a post at Great Ormond
Street Hospital. Then, with the
wartime years over, she had
not lost her sense of
patriotism, and joined up with
the Princess Mary’s RAF
Nursing service. She became
a sister and held the rank of
Flying Officer. Various
postings led her overseas to
the Suez Canal Zone, then to
British Aden where she met
her husband-to-be, Doctor
and Acting Squadron Leader
Peter Fleming.
So it was that Elizabeth
gave up her nursing career to
become a doctor’s wife,
marrying Peter in 1952. A year
later the first of their four
children was born. They

settled into their Raynes Park
home. Peter became a
Consultant and Senior
Lecturer in Medicine and
Elizabeth devoted herself to
bringing up the family. She
worked tirelessly making their
house a home in the truest
sense. The qualities Elizabeth
described in her mother were
always there with her, too;
carefree spontaneity,
naturally modest and averse
to extravagance, and never
wasting anything. She had an
uncomplaining demeanour,
hardly ever getting properly
cross – except when one of her
children set fire to the
bedroom curtains! She would
ride her bicycle everywhere
and – for one time only – wore
trousers to ride pillion on her
daughter’s motorbike.
Elizabeth was always a
prolific writer of letters,
keeping in touch with her
extended family and friends –
most particularly to her sister
Sue, who had emigrated to

Australia more than half-a-life
ago. Letters were always
preferred as long-distance
phone calls were much too
expensive!
When Elizabeth and Peter
found more time with their
children having grown up,
travelling became something
of a passion. She taught
herself to touch-type – so that
she could type up her
children’s university
dissertations. Her artistic
talents found an outlet in
painting and writing, but most
especially in her garden. In
later years it became her
labour of love and she was
justly proud of it. One of her
great joys was being a
volunteer gardener at the
Garden Museum in Lambeth.
For many years, Peter and
Elizabeth were members of
Christ Church. Peter served as
a churchwarden after his
retirement and wrote a short
history of Christ Church,
‘A Powerful Composition’.
Elizabeth repaired choir
cassocks, polished the
lectern, hoovered between the
pews, and made sure the
kneelers were hanging the
right way round. They
commissioned one of the
Millennium kneelers in
memory of their son Jeremy,
who was killed in a car accident
in Canada. After this tragedy,
many were surprised when
they came back to church
immediately, but Peter replied,
‘Where else should we be?’
Elizabeth was widowed in
2002, not long after she and
Peter had celebrated their
golden wedding. She carried
on, like her own mother had
done – keeping her
independence where she
could, gracefully accepting
help when she needed it.
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Book Club News

N

16 June
RICHARD OF
CHICHESTER

Christ Church Book Club recently
celebrated its 16th birthday! Why not join
our vibrant group, says Colin Holloway

umbers are always enough to ensure lively discussion
without imposing obligation. The choice of books is wide
enough for most tastes. Our habit of dipping into
recommendations from The Church Times Reading
Groups ensures ventures into less familiar territory as well as a
distinctive appetite for a Christian viewpoint.
Recently we have been making more of our own choices, with
suggestions from history and biography. This balances well with
the selection of classic and contemporary fiction often the stockin-trade of book clubs. Philippe Sands’ East West Street set the
emergence of international law against a dramatic background of
personal history and holocaust survival. We also marvelled at the
resilience of the human spirit and family loyalty in John
Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath.
God’s purposes in the sweep of history intrigued us as we read
From the Holy Mountain by William Dalrymple, while individual
struggles in the spiritual life were made vivid in The Screwtape
Letters by C.S. Lewis. In Esther Freud’s Mr Mac and Me we were
drawn into the disappointments of Charles Rennie Mackintosh
and the confused striving of a wartime waif. Post-war depravity
and enveloping smog were the graphic background to Margery
Allingham’s thriller The Tiger in the Smoke, while Anne Bronte’s
The Tenant of Wildfell Hall described cruelty and suffering
beneath a veneer of gentility and affluence. Both turned our
minds towards the seeds of endurance and hope.

PCC
News

For all the Saints...

R

ichard (1197 – 1253), also known as Richard
de Wych, was the Bishop of Chichester and
was canonised in 1262. He is patron saint of
Sussex and since 2007 his saint’s day has been
celebrated as Sussex Day. His private life displayed
rigid frugality and temperance: he wore a hairshirt, was a vegetarian and refused to eat off silver.
He was merciless to usurers, corrupt clergy and
priests who mumbled the Mass. In Chichester
Cathedral a shrine dedicated to him had become a
richly decorated centre of pilgrimage but it was
plundered and destroyed by order of Thomas
Cromwell during the reign of Henry VIII.

CALL FOR ENTRIES

The PCC met on 13 March. Paul Sinclair reports...

Cheerio and hello

Thanks were expressed to Sal
Edmunds, Mary Ann Bown and Ian
Christie for their contributions. This
will be their last PPC meeting as they
have all served their full terms. The
Director of Music post is being
advertised and in the meantime we
have arranged for a rota of organists
to play each Sunday until the end of
July. Mary Ann Bown and John
Davey are to arrange a meeting of
the Music Committee to organise a
concert series.

Finances

The annual accounts will be
circulated for approval after the
Sunday Service on 25 March. The
underlying annual surpluses, after
deducting legacies and adding back
major expenditure on projects, have
been declining and this year we have
had a deficit (see chart below). This
decline is due to the departure of
generous givers (through death or
moving away) and the loss of much
of the hall income because of the
stalling of the hall development
plan. Godfrey will report at the
Year

2012

2013

APCM about the need for increased
giving. It was agreed that the period
for which bookings could be taken
for the church hall should be
extended to 31 July 2019. The PCC
expressed thanks to Stefan for all
his work in relation to the hall.

The church fabric

We intend to have the underground
chamber filled and the costs should
be reimbursed by the Diocese. We
are waiting for the Chancellor of the
Diocese to approve this. Also, we are
to obtain a quote for the removal of
concrete from the exterior of the
church, which is becoming loose.
New lighting for the choir will be
discussed with the new Director of
Music when appointed.

Into the future

Flis Banks will update our mission
plan and Michael said we should
develop a vision for future mission
work at Christ Church. The Diocese
has now acquired a new vicarage. It
was agreed that conversion to
provide an office should be carried
out before Michael moves in.
2014

2015

2016 2017

Surplus/deficit £46,935 £39,226 £21,749 £6,355 £817 10,182

MICHAEL’S MISCELLANY
Our 2018 programme includes...
• Lenin on the Train by Catherine Merridale
• Anna of the Five Towns by Arnold Bennett
• Far to Go by Alison Pick
• An Officer and a Spy by Robert Harris
• Tregian’s Ground by Anne Cuneo
• Abide with Me by Elizabeth Strout
Intrigued by some or all? Why not join us? Details of books,
dates and venues with questions to stimulate discussion are
available at the cross-aisle or from Colin Holloway,
020 8946 9930, colin@holloway.myzen.co.uk

LAMBETH PALACE GARDENS
The garden is open to the public once a month
between April and September. The first garden
open day of this year will be Friday 13 April from
12-3pm. There is no need to book – £5 is payable
on entry and teas and coffees are available. Why
not combine a visit to this lovely garden with going
to the Garden Museum next door.
WESTMINSTER ABBEY PASS
I now have a Parish Pass which allows up to four
adults to visit the Abbey free of charge. Let me
know if you would like to borrow the pass.

Thank you for the music
While the appointment of a new musical
director is being arranged, the adult choir
comtinues to sing at the Sunday morning
service. Our thanks are due to Cynthia Aird
(left) who plays the piano and rehearses the
choir at the Friday evening choir practice. Also
to Margaret Metters who has undertaken the
admin side, keeping the choir informed of the
future planned music. We know how fortunate
we are to be able to call on their expertise and
time. Warm thanks from all in the choir.

It’s the Christ Church
Christmas Card
Competition

Are you a whizz with
watercolours or a secret
David Bailey? Whatever
your creative skills we
would love to see your
handiwork. We are
inviting submissions to
our Christmas card
competition to create a
Christmas design that says ‘Christmas at
Christ Church’. You can enter paintings,
drawings, photographs or collages and the
winners will have the honour of seeing
their creations printed as cards. The
competition is open to all ages. More
details will follow soon, so look out for the
posters in church in the coming weeks.

Don’t miss...
13 May

OPEN GARDEN
A tour of several of our favourite
gardens in the Parish, ending
with tea at Dee Babar’s house.
Details to follow soon

24 June

MIKE’S 40th
BRING & SHARE LUNCH
To celebrate Mike’s 40th
Anniversary of Ordination,
including jazz and entertainment

All are welcome
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Tuesday 3rd April		
11am
Morning Prayer
Thursday 5th April
8pm
Brass Group
Friday 6th April		
7.30pm Adult Choir
Saturday 7th April		
2pm
Wedding
Sunday 8th April
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
8am	BCP Holy
Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
11.15am	PCC Meeting,
Truman Room
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Tuesday 10th April
11am
Morning Prayer
Thursday 12th April
8pm
Brass Group
Friday 13th April		
7.30pm Adult Choir
Sunday 15th April		
3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER
8am	BCP Holy
Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Evening Prayer

Tuesday 17th April		
11am
Morning Prayer
8pm
Book Club
Thursday 19th April
8pm
Brass Group

Tuesday 1st May		
11am
Morning Prayer

Thursday 17th May
8pm
Brass Group

Thursday 3rd May		
8pm
Brass Group

Friday 18th May		
7.30pm Adult Choir

Friday 4th May			 Sunday 20th May		
7.30pm Adult Choir
PENTECOST
8am	BCP Holy
Sunday 6th May
Communion
Sunday 22nd April
6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
10am
Parish Eucharist
4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8am	BCP Holy
6.30pm Evening Prayer
8am	BCP Holy
Communion
Communion
10am
Celebrate Together
Tuesday 22nd May
10am	Parish Eucharist
6.30pm	BCP Holy
11.00am Morning Prayer
followed by APCM
Communion
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Thursday 24th May
Tuesday 8th May		
8pm
Brass Group
Tuesday 24th April
11am
Morning Prayer
11am
Morning Prayer
8pm
Book Club
Friday 25th May		
7.30pm Adult Choir
Wednesday 25th April		Thursday 10th May
8pm	PCC Meeting,
8pm
Brass Group
Sunday 27th May		
Truman Room
TRINITY SUNDAY
Friday 11th May		
8am	BCP Holy
Thursday 26th April		
7.30pm Adult Choir
Communion
8pm
Brass Group
10am
Parish Eucharist
Sunday 13th May
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Friday 27th April
7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
7.30pm Adult Choir
8am	BCP Holy
Tuesday 29th May		
Communion
11am
Morning Prayer
Sunday 29th April
10am
Parish Eucharist
5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Thursday 31st May
8am	BCP Holy
8pm
Brass Group
Communion
Tuesday 15th May		
10am
Parish Eucharist
11am
Morning Prayer
Friday 1st June		
6.30pm BCP Evensong
7.30pm Adult Choir
Friday 20th April		
7.30pm Adult Choir

Thank you to all our contributors...
We hope you’ve enjoyed this issue and thank all
of you who have contributed. We’d love to hear
your thoughts and would welcome any feature
ideas, letters, memories and photographs you
have. We already have some exciting ideas for the next issue.
Email the Editor Brenda on brendafclark@btinternet.com
or Art Editor Naomi on naomi.lowe@blueyonder.co.uk

How to get in touch
Priest-in-Charge, Revd Michael Burns
020 8540 5279 or ccww.vicar@gmail.com
(Mike’s day off is Friday, each week)
Christ Church West Wimbledon Parish Office
c/o St Saviour’s Church, Grand Drive, London SW20 9DG
Contact the Parish Administrator, Sara Taylor:
07486 990 335 or ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk
Tues & Thur 9.30am - 12 noon. Fri 9.30am - 12 noon
Website: www.christchurch-westwimbledon.org

