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Welcome

to our summer
issue. What
a summer it
has been – we
all enjoyed
Michael’s
celebration of the
40th anniversary
of his ordination
outside in the
grounds of the
church. Thank
you to everyone
who has
contributed. We
love getting your
thoughts and
feedback.
All contributions
for the next
edition will be
most welcome.
Please email
them to me at
brendafclark@
btinternet.com,
or leave them at
the cross-aisle.
Thank you.

Brenda

Helping save Christ Church for
future generations

T

he scaffolding has been
up for some weeks now
and the stonemasons
have completed the first
stage of work – removing the
crumbling cement from the
stonework. However, there are
areas of stone which need urgent
repair, so we are currently seeking
permission from the Diocese for
this work to be carried out.
Additionally, having the
scaffolding in place has allowed a
closer inspection of the roof. We

See over for details of how
to donate. Thank you.

have discovered that urgent
repairs are required to the
leadwork, the roof and an upgrade
to the lightning conductor!
The total cost of this project is
estimated to be in the region of
£60,000. The PCC has agreed to
this work being funded from the
Christ Church Fabric Fund which,
at the end of 2017, totalled
£160,000 – but obviously this will
dent the fund considerably.
It may surprise you to learn that
Christ Church receives no

Glorious weather, prosecco, a jazz band and a fly-past! The perfect
ingredients for Mike’s Ruby Party celebrating 40 years since his
ordination as a priest. See page 3 for the lowdown...

government funding and relies
completely on the generous and
regular giving of the congregation.
It costs over £2,700 a week to
run the church. This doesn’t
include what we have to spend
to maintain the fabric of the
church or what we are required
to contribute to the Diocese for
their administrative costs and
to fund churches in poorer areas.
So any donations are very
gratefully received.
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Can you help us
raise £60,000?

1978

L

ife at Christ Church is vibrant, with a variety of
services and groups working together to enrich
the life of the community and explore faith.
Can you help us preserve the church for future
generations? You can donate by sending a cheque –
made payable to Christ Church, West Wimbledon –
to Christ Church, 2 Cottenham Park Road, SW20 0RZ.
If you can Gift Aid your donation, please add a note
to that effect, along with your name and address. If you
wish to donate online, please contact the Parish Office
at ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk for our bank details.
For any other information, please contact the
Reverend Michael Burns on 020 8946 5954 or
ccww.vicar@gmail.com.

Thank you

2018

You could
land a jumbo
jet on it!

A

Churchwarden, Julie, inspects the filled in
underground chamber

s well as the stonework,
and after many months of
wrangling and discussions
between various interested
parties, we were finally given the
go-ahead to fill in the underground
chamber situated between the hall
and the church and the work was
completed on 4th and 5th June.
The material used to fill the void
means that a jumbo jet could be
landed on the ground outside the
Church – though we are not
proposing to test that theory! New
turf has been laid and we were able
to use the area for Mike’s 40th
party. We are enormously grateful
to Julie Grainger who has borne the
brunt of the complex negotiations
with both projects. Her email inbox
currently runs into the hundreds!

Churchwarden, Julie, presents Mike
with his ruby-themed gifts
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Mike’s big 4-0
I

t was wonderful to be able to
celebrate the 40th anniversary
of my ordination as a priest with
the Christ Church congregation,
joined by family, friends and former
parishioners. I felt very honoured that
Bishop Christopher Herbert, who had
been at my ordination in Hereford
Cathedral in his capacity as the then
Diocesan Director of Education (and
who subsequently became my
Diocesan Bishop in St Albans),
preached such a memorable sermon
during an uplifting service.
Bishop Christopher linked his
sermon to the Gospel we had read
(Mark 1:1-11). He drew a portrait of
Mark sitting down to begin writing his
Gospel – filled with uncertainty of how
to begin and how it would work out.
Bishop Christopher then went on to
draw a parallel picture of a priest (me)
as I began my ministry 40 years ago.
The party that followed was
amazing and I am really grateful to
Tish, the Social Committee and all the

congregation for the food and drink.
Grateful, too, for the involvement of
our young people who created a
fabulous banner, for the jazz band, for
the Lancaster bomber fly-past – and
the fact that England beat Panama
in the World Cup!
Then when you generously loaded
me with gifts – a garden seat, a case of
ruby wine and a ruby rose for my new
Vicarage – I felt quite overwhelmed.
There was even a game of pin-the-dogcollar-on-the-priest with a larger-thanlife photograph of me!
All of my guests really enjoyed
themselves. One subsequently
wrote: ‘Your parishioners really are
the friendliest people and we were
made to feel very welcome.’ I detected
an element of surprise in his words,
but I for one wasn’t at all surprised,
for I know what the congregation
at Christ Church is like! Thank you
all once again.

Back in 1978...

As Mike was getting
ordained, what else was
happening in the world...
• Louise Brown became the world’s first
human born from by IVF
• The Vatican had three popes –
When Pope Paul VI died at the age of
80, John Paul I succeeded him but
died just 33 days later. Cardinal Karol
Wojtyla then became Pope John Paul I.
• Due to poor Cold War relations, the US
banned the sale of the latest computer
technology to the Soviet Union.
• Sweden became the first nation to
ban aerosols thought to damage
Earth’s protective ozone layer.
• Argentina won the 1978 World Cup.
• Ian Botham became the first man to
score a century and take eight wickets
in one innings of a Test match.
• Grease became the
biggest grossing
film and You’re
The One That I
Want is Number
1 for nine weeks.
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The Meghan and Harry effect
Wasn’t it a joyous and uplifting
13 minutes of prime time television to
see and hear the Christian message
of love at the centre of the wedding of Harry
and Meghan? David Simpson looks at the
lasting effects of the royal wedding...

F

ew would have
expected the
sermon by Bishop
Michael Curry to
become a sensation on a day
that attracted the one of the
biggest television audiences in
the UK this year.
Members of the Royal family,
of course, always get married
to the Anglican ritual in some of
the most glorious Church of
England places of worship. In
the era of global 24-hour news
coverage, celebrities, glamour,
the bride and her dress and
even the bridesmaids and page
boys would usually get much
more attention than a sermon.
But from the opening words
of Bishop Michael Curry, when
he quoted from the Song of
Solomon, the congregation in
St George’s Chapel in Windsor
and two billion TV viewers
worldwide were transfixed.
“Set me as a seal upon your
heart, as a seal upon your arm;
for love is strong as death,
passion fierce as the grave. Its

‘In our parish,
the truth and the
joy of the Bishop’s
reassuring
sermon rings
home just as
clearly as it did
everywhere else’

flashes are flashes of fire,
a raging flame. Many waters
cannot quench love, neither
can floods drown it.”
Bishop Curry went on to
quote Martin Luther King: “We
must discover the power of
love, the redemptive power of

love. And when we discover
that, we will be able to make of
this old world a new world, for
love is the only way.”
He added a further quote
from the Gospels: “Beloved, let
us love one another, because
love is of God, and those who
love are born of God and know
God. Those who do not love do
not know God.”Why? “For God
is love.” (1 John 4:4-8)
The Guardian described
the sermon as “captivating” .
The Sun posted every word of
it on its website and
underneath a headline –
“Bishop Steals the Show” – the
tabloid paper urged: “If you are
feeling down, take some time
to read The Most Reverend

Curry’s every word of his
emotional wedding sermon.”
The Express described the
sermon as “a stand-out”
moment and said Bishop
Curry’s “Power of Love”
address became “the most
tweeted- about moment of
the day and electrified the
ceremony.”
Young people everywhere,
especially those getting
married or thinking of
marriage, must have been
especially struck by the
Christian faith at the heart of
the royal wedding. Our own
priest, Michael, made the
impact of the sermon a central
plank of his sermon in Christ
Church the following day. A

sermon on a sermon.
And rightly so. In our parish,
far removed from the glamour,
the pomp, the celebrities and
the media buzz in Windsor,
the truth and the joy of the
Bishop’s reassuring sermon
rings home just as clearly
as it did everywhere else.
Every Sunday, every day,
we Christians celebrate the
power of Christ’s message.
As Bishop Curry said:
“There’s power in love.
There’s power in love to
help and heal when nothing
else can.
“There’s power in love to lift
up and liberate when nothing
else will. There’s power in love
to show us the way to live.”
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Fun and games for
the Kung Fu Hamsters

God is calling.
Will you answer?
We are all called in some way to perform
God’s calling, and when we respond, our
lives are given meaning. The Revd Canon
Leanne Roberts explains…

R

egardless of how you
currently spend your
time and earn a
living – if you are
fortunate enough to be in paid
employment – the one thing
about which you can be
absolutely certain is that God
has given you have some
definite work to do. Work that
only you can do. Each one of
us, however unlikely it might
seem, has a vocation from
God. So how do we go about
discerning our vocation?
The Gospel is filled with
stories of those who, like Peter,
James and John, are
transformed as a result of
encounters with Jesus. The
sick become whole, the lame
walk, the mute sing, the dead
rise, the marginalised are
brought near, the hated are
loved and the frightened are
comforted. This is the
transformation in which we are
invited to share when we allow
Jesus to lead us into a deeper
relationship with him, and
respond to his call on our lives.
When we respond to our
God-given calling, we find that

we can serve – however
humble our task might seem –
as those transfigured by grace.
People will notice a change, a
confidence that comes with
being transformed into one
who is doing God’s will.
Because Jesus promises to
those who answer their call are
abundant – a life with meaning
and purpose.
It is this call to real life –
fullness of life – which
demands our response. We are
all called to be fully alive, to
make manifest the glory of
God that is the vocation of
each one of us. We are all called
and paying attention to that
call, discerning our vocation, is
not an optional extra in our
spiritual life. It is vital, because
it is the only way we become
whole. It is how we become the
people we were created to be.
So I ask you… how is God
calling you to follow him?
The Revd Canon Leanne
Roberts is Director of Vocations
for the Diocese of Southwark
and Canon Treasurer at
Southwark Cathedral.

We went to Holland Gardens for our most
recent KFH session for an action-packed
sports evening and a picnic. Thankfully the
weather was on our side which contributed to
another brilliant KFH event. We started the evening
with several games of table tennis and boules, where
there was no clear winner as the teams switched several
times! We then played several innings of rounders which
ended with a clear win for one team. It was umpired and
scored by Tish and Mike who made quick decisions
while observing from the bench!
What a brilliant way to end another KFH term! To all
the KFH members, have a great summer and see you all
in the new term. With thanks to Adele, Lucy Ian, Tish
and Mike who all keep KFH running and give up their
Friday evenings on a regular basis. Harry Naylor
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JUNIOR CHURCH & STEPPING UP

A world of
difference
T

he children’s work each Sunday is always inspiring
– they swiftly get to the crux of matter, exploring
life with a positivity. Here we see a world poster
made by Stepping Up which shows ideas
generated by the young people. They were thinking about
how to be distinctive as Christians in the world; how to
live fully among people in the world but to think, speak
and act in accordance with Christian values which may be
very different from worldly values that others follow.
Meanwhile, Junior Church made prayer mobiles with
each letter of the word PRAY represented by a different
prayer that the children wrote.
P = a prayer for myself
R = a prayer for my family or friends
A = a prayer for someone I don’t know
Y = a prayer for the world or environment
Then on 8 July the children learnt how to ‘flip’ a ‘flop’
by learning from mistakes – drawing from their Christian
learning and thinking positively around problems. Here
we see Robin and Sophie showing their creations.

PCC News
New members

In April we welcomed Lucy
Christie (also Deanery
Synod rep), Mike Hammond,
Louise Schenck and
Angelina Skelton who joined
the PCC as new members.
A particularly warm
welcome to David Simpson
who has joined Julie Grainger
as Churchwarden. They
were both sworn in on
8 May at Earlsfield.

New Vicarage

Michael moved into the new
Vicarage at the end of May –
the Diocese will begin to
draw up plans to convert the

garage into an office at some
point in the future.
The Diocese are beginning
the legal process to lift the
suspension of the parish now
that a permanent Vicarage
has been purchased – which
means that the post will
change from being Priest-inCharge to Vicar.

Appointments

We have continued to
advertise for a Director of
Music and hope to interview/
appoint soon. It has not been
possible to appoint anyone
from among the
congregation to run our
finances – so we have
decided to contract a parttime bookkeeper to look

after our day-to-day
accounts and also to prepare
the end of year accounts. We
will still need to formally
appoint a Hon Treasurer!

The church fabric

The underground chamber
has finally been filled in, the
costs being covered by the
Diocese. The repairs to the
stonework are under way,
along with repairs to the roof
and the lightning conductor
and an appeal leaflet is being
circulated. We are planning
to carry out some initial
urgent refurbishment works
to the hall soon.

Compliance

Pat Spencer has kindly taken

on the task of being the
PCC’s Data Protection
Compliance Officer and all
members are being asked to
complete consent forms.
Safeguarding continues to
be vital – and we are grateful
to Jane Simpson who has
agreed to assist Jenny
Tomlinson in making sure
we are compliant with the
current regulations.

Our mission

An Awayday has been
planned for 15 September
(9am till 2pm) to work on
a new vision for Christ
Church together with a
five- year plan. All members
of the congregation are
warmly welcome.
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Stepping into Sal’s shoes
As Sal Edmunds steps down after four eventful years as Churchwarden, we welcome
David Simpson on to the team to join Julie...

Sal:

‘It was with very mixed feelings that I
stepped down as church warden after four
years, and a year (astonishingly – where did
the last 12 months go?!) after Mike took up
post as priest-in-charge.
It’s certainly been a busy four years and
I would like to pay a huge tribute to Julie in
particular – not least for heroically carrying
on for a sixth year – for her wonderful
friendship, hard work and enduring good
humour. A huge thank you too to the PCC
and to the rest of the congregation for your
support and encouragement, particularly
during the interregnum and through some
of the more difficult issues that the last four
years have thrown up. There have been
highs and lows and I really couldn’t have
managed without you all.
Thank you too for your very generous gift
– I was overwhelmed by your generosity
and kind words. I intend to buy something
that will always remind me of Christ Church
(no Julie, not a leaky roof for my flat or a pet
mouse or two) but also to make a donation

to support our ongoing work with the
children and young people.
I send Mike, David and Julie (and the new
PCC) my very best wishes for the next
twelve months.’

David:

‘It was an honour when some members of
the congregation suggested that I stand as
a Churchwarden. But it was also a daunting
prospect.
I had some idea of just how much effort
and commitment goes in to the smooth
running of Christ Church. Taking on a share
of this work made me pause and my initial
reaction was: “I’m far too busy. There must
be someone else!”
But a couple of months later, I’m finding
my feet and not regretting for a moment
that I’ve got an official role in our wonderful
church and its lovely congregation.
I’ve got off lightly, of course. Julie
Grainger, who has been a Churchwarden for
five years, has been indefatigable in
managing the small army of workers

repairing the stonework and roof in the
church and arranging for safely filling in the
Victorian chamber in the church grounds.
Sal has also been tireless – and, like Julie,
cheerful – in helping keep the church in
good order and dealing with the Church
authorities in the Southwark Diocese.
There’s much to do going forward
including appointing an organist and
planning improvements to the church hall.
I’ve quickly learnt there is a lot more to being
a church warden than carrying the
collection plate to the altar each Sunday!
Everyone is so supportive and
it’s a privilege to play a part in the life
of Christ Church.’

Julie:

‘What a huge support David has already
shown to me, especially being appointed
Churchwarden at an incredibly busy time.
It is all about teamwork, so thank you
David, welcome to the team, and I
certainly couldn’t do this without
your help and support.’
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Blooming marvellous
After a break, the social committee decided it was time for another
Open Garden afternoon. Dee Barber reports on this very
successful family event which heralded the gorgeous weather...

O

n Sunday 13 May four lovely
gardens close to church were
open to the congregation. The
sun shone and about 80 people
attended. Naomi produced a colourful
map showing the planned route and we
began at Gerald and Hazel’s where
highlights included the frogspawn in
the pond and the abundant rhubarb,
which Hazel sold for donations.
Next stop was Jenny’s garden with
amazing views across Holland Gardens.
Her roses were in full bloom, and scent,
and with each one given to her by friends
they held fond memories.
The trail then led us through Holland
Gardens to green-fingered Bill and
Caroline’s garden in Montana Road. The
tree that used to dominate the garden had
to be taken down recently and during the
winter rain, a large puddle became home
to some passing ducks.

And then finally, our thirsts were
quenched at Dee and Muks’ garden in
Arterberry Road where scrumptious
tea, scones and homemade cake were
served – all generously donated by
members of Christ Church. There was
a challenging garden quiz set by Elaine
and a guess-the-number-of sweets-inthe-jar competition, with the winners
awarded by Mike.
A well-stocked plant stall, again
thanks to the generosity of Christ
Church members, helped bring the total
raised to over £500 for the stonework –
a wonderful and unexpected outcome
demonstrating the commitment at
Christ Church to this appeal.
Many thanks to everyone who made
it such a fun and successful afternoon by
opening their gardens, contributing to
the tea and plant stall and donating so
generously to the afternoon’s events.

This page, clockwise from top left:
Hazel in her rhubarb abundant
garden; iris and helebores; Bill and
Caroline under the lilac; the
gardener’s touch to the
signposting; tea at the last post
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Left: Jenny’s garden, with fabulous views across south
London. Above; Jenny with one of her rose blooms

Above, from left; Mike announces the winner of the guess the number of sweeties in the jar, ably helped by Dee’s granddaughter;
The Junior and Stepping Up Church girls put on an impromptu gymnastic display; Pat and Margaret bag a bargain at the plant stall
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Hidden treasure

As we sang ‘Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour’ to conclude
our Parish Eucharist some weeks ago, I wondered what our
Millennials understood of Bourne’s rich imagery, or the biblical
illusions in Tolkien’s literature. By Colin Holloway.

BAPTISMS
13 May
Ottilie Alexandra Grace
PULL
15 July
Sophia Vimbai Betty
HARRIS

‘P

aschal Lamb’,
‘heavenly Manna’,
and ‘stricken Rock’
may mean little to
those who seldom open the
Old Testament or listen, like
previous generations, to the
recounting of its stories. What
do they make of ‘the Servant
King’ ,‘I have heard you calling
in the night’ or ‘land me safe on
Canaan’s side’? Do they know
the significance and context of
‘the serpent’s head’,‘tablets of
stone’,‘the still small voice’?
Certainly for this generation
many of the paintings in the
National Gallery and biblical
allusions in literature from
Chaucer to Tolkien need basic
explanation. In the search for
immediate relevance and
appeal, have we starved our
children of their Christian
inheritance?
When Jesus opened the
scroll of scripture in the
synagogue at Capernaum, he
was not just checking his
references. He was declaring
himself the living link between
the old and new covenants, the
continuous unfolding of God’s

grace to us, his children.
Plaster saints can be poor
icons. Artful Jacob, grumpy
Elijah, resigned Sarah are flesh
and blood. Daniel speaking
truth to power, Amos ranting
against corruption, David,
lyrical, passionate but flawed
are all recognisably our fellow-

‘In the search
for immediate
relevance and
appeal, have we
starved our
children of their
Christian
inheritance?’
creatures. They, and God’s
patient dealings with them,
speak to us about human
nature and our loving God.
We find tears and joys,
hopes and failures, and
beneath all, his enduring
faithfulness. Threatened
minorities can find inspiration
in Gideon, immigrant

outsiders can draw strength
from Ruth, those trying to
rebuild communities can look
to Nehemiah. God’s word has
fathomless riches in its
themes and narratives.
God’s chosen people, the
Jews, have survived because
they have clung to their book,
the Old Testament. Deprived
of their temple and their
homeland, they never ceased
to tell aloud their stories,
generation to generation.
The Anglican Community by
contrast is more fluid. It rests
on a balance of scripture,
tradition and reason, each
element interdependent and
open to reinterpretation.
Across the erratic course of
Anglican history we may
discern the hand of God’s Holy
Spirit, sanctifying human
schemes and yearnings.
Today in a fast-moving
society each of these
foundation stones risks being
discounted and trivialised.
We need to hold firm and dig
deep. Uncovering the
treasures of the Old Testament
would be a good start.

Shine as a light in
the world to the glory of
God the Father.
We send ‘Anniversary of
baptism’ cards for each
child/person who has been
baptised at Christ Church
on the anniversary of their
baptism for five years after
that date.

PRAYER
Lord, help us to live this
day quietly, easily;
to lean upon thy great
strength trustfully,
peacefully;
to wait for the unfolding
of Thy will patiently,
joyously;
to face the future
confidently,
courageously.
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The Reverend Richard Lane,
Vicar of Christ Church 2003 - 2016

Those who came before...
As Mike begins life in the new Vicarage and becomes our vicar (as opposed to Priestin-Charge), Wendy Hamilton takes us on a guided tour of the portraits of our past
priests that hang together on the vestry wall...

M

y memories of our vicars at
Christ Church go a long way
back to wartime. Mr Ashford (1)
was the Priest-in-Charge at that
time. I don’t have many memories to draw
on from that time, as children were in the
hall for Sunday School and rarely went into
the church. That was for grown-ups. The
picture I have of Rev Ashford is of him
pushing his bike up Pepys Road from the
parish home in Durrington Park Road. I felt
very in awe of him! We have a lovely link with
Mr Ashford whose daughter, Judith Sanson,
is in our congregation now.
War ended and Rev Donald Holt (2)
became our vicar. A much loved Welshman,
he had a voice like Richard Burton! There
was a big demand for him to take wedding
services. The number of people who came
to church grew as life settled down after the
war. Christ Church youth club was held on
Friday evenings, and our hall was the place
to be. Table tennis, dancing to gramophone

records (mostly Victor Sylvester) and
amateur dramatics were just some of the
activities we enjoyed. Rev Holt always came
in to end the evening with prayer.
I moved away from Wimbledon for three
years then but my parents still lived here in
Conway Road where the Parish House was.
Rev Victor Downs (3) became the next
Priest-in-Charge. I understand he was
considered to be rather evangelical which
didn’t go down so well with the congregation!
Our next priest was Rev Henry AndrewsUthwatt (4). He moved into the new
Vicarage in Copse Hill with his wife Sheila
and two girls. An annual Pram Service
attracted a large congregation and the
Young Wives group flourished, meeting in
the Vicarage – poor Sheila! Henry baptised
all three of my sons and as a thank-you I
learnt to ring the bells. It was Henry who led
the negotiations which enabled us to
become a parish of our own. This was a
cause of great celebration.

After Henry left, Rev Vic Read (5), who
had previously been a curate with us, was
welcomed back as Vicar. He was an
important figure in my family life as he
prepared our sons for Confirmation.
Rev Celia Thomson (6) was next. It was
exciting to be an early parish to have a
woman as priest. Teas in the Vicarage
garden, accompanied by tennis balls
thundering over the fence from the tennis
club next door were interesting! When Celia
left us to become a minister at Gloucester
Cathedral, Rev Richard Lane (7) became
our next vicar. He and his family were the
last people to live in the Vicarage which by
then was in great need of refurbishment.
We are now enjoying the Ministry of Rev
Michael Burns (who has recently moved
into the new Vicarage in Pepys Road). How
fortunate we have been with our clergy who
have given us so much of their time and
energy. Thank you Michael, for all you are
doing for us at a time of many challenges.
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Thank you to Kate

Sitting at God’s table
What a comforting thought to know that we are all
connected to those eleven friends gathered together
at The Last Supper, says The Revd Joshua Rey,
Chaplain to the Bishop of Southwark

C

hances are we have all received
communion with someone
kneeling next to us who is a good
deal older. Those of us of riper
years will have received communion with
someone who was confirmed before the
Second World War.
That person will have knelt at the altar
rail with someone who received
communion when Queen Victoria was on
the throne, and who once received side by
side, perhaps, with someone who, as a
young child heard the cheering in the
streets when the news came that
Wellington had won at Waterloo.
And that person took communion

with… and so on, back and back,
generation after generation. Back
through the Dark Ages to the first
missionaries. Back, across the sea,
congregation to congregation across
Gaul and Italy and the Mediterranean.
All the way back to a little-known sect
of Jews and Gentiles, meeting week by
week to break bread, some of whom
themselves, in their youth had broken
bread with Peter, Andrew, John and the
other Apostles. Who in their turn sat at
the table in the Upper Room, where
Jesus, God made man, broke the bread,
gave it to them and said “do this in
remembrance of me”.

After 12 years as a Junior Church
leader, Kate Tasch is stepping down.

K

ate has been instrumental in
swelling the ranks at Junior
and Stepping Up Church
through her inspirational
work. The nativity plays she has
helped plan and direct have gone on
from strength to strength – with a real
baby Jesus last year.
Kate helped run the Kid’s activity
afternoons and fondly remembers
Tish’s infamous peppermint cream
mixture, which would find its way
onto most surfaces around the hall,
including arms and hair!
‘I’ve loved being part of the gang
of leaders over the years,’ she says.
‘It’s always been such an encouraging
and supportive group. And while it’s
time for me to move aside for other
leaders now, most of all I will miss
the usual sessions with our bright,
animated and adorable children, who
always exceed our expectations.’

Ringing remembers
To mark the centenary of the end of the First World War, 1,400 new bell
ringers will be recruited to honour the 1,400 ringers who lost their lives

C

hurch bells across the UK were
restricted throughout the war but on
11 November 1918 the ringing of church
bells erupted spontaneously across the
country, as an outpouring of relief that four years
of war had come to an end. On 11 November
2018, 100 years since the Armistice, bells will
ring out in unison from churches and cathedrals
in villages, towns and cities across the country.
The campaign, Ringing Remembers, aims to

recruit bell ringers to keep this traditional British
art alive in memory of the 1,400 who lost their
lives – linking together past, present and future.
At Christ Church our bells are rung by a
system of pulleys in a cubicle about the size of a
phone box. We would love to welcome new
volunteers to join us on 11 November – and can
manage the 47 steps up the spiral staircase to
the belfry! Please have a word with Michael or
the Wardens if you are interested.
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PRAYER
Entrusted with an earthly
home our minds did not
create or build, we live as
visitors and guests until our
years have been fulfilled.
Through centuries, without
concern for all the grandeur
and the grace, we’ve taken
beauty from the earth and
left it poor - a barren place.
O God, we’ve been ungrateful
guests upon this earth,
which you designed within
our time.
Help us to restore our
blighted world for all
mankind.
Jean Carriott.

Update on
Cynthia Wilkes
Many people at Christ Church will
remember Cynthia Wilkes as a
regular member of the
congregation. Several people have
been asking after her and her son
Peter has sent us this update.
‘Cynthia has settled well in her care
home near Sidcup. The staff are
lovely and very fond of her. Her
family, sons and grandchildren will
be able to visit her more often as
she is now living nearer to them.’

In a nutshell with

Marion Stewart
Known for making the best marmalade in West Wimbledon,
which she sells for Parish funds, Marion is one of our
longest serving parishioners...
What brought you to Christ Church?
I first came to Christ Church with my family
in 1945 at the end of the war and apart from a
gap of six years, after Ian and I married in the
church, I am still here. The essence of the
church to me has not changed; it is still a
welcoming and very beautiful and calming
place. The Church Hall too is much the same
with the same sound and smell! I have spent
many hours there over the years in Sunday
School, Brownies, and then much later
running the 12th Wimbledon Guides. I would
love to see it sorted out.
What’s your line of work and hobbies?
I spent nearly 19 years working for local GPs
and found the job very interesting, very tiring
at times, but so worthwhile and I am still in
contact with those I worked with.
I have done voluntary work since the age
of 14 when I helped at my old Brownie pack
as a pack leader. Since then I have carried on
with Guiding until retirement after over 40
years and am now President of the Friends of
Guiding in North Wimbledon. I visit the local
primary school to read with those who need
extra practice which is a really delightful
activity. For 10 years I did voluntary work at
Kingston Hospital.
One of my favourite hobbies is singing,
both in Christ Church choir and in
Wimbledon Choral Society. I was for many
years a member of Wimbledon Light Opera

Society which is where I met Ian. I took up the
oboe about 15 years ago and much enjoy
playing in a couple of orchestras. Oh and I
also make marmalade!
What special memories do you have?
My biggest adventure has probably been
quite a leap of faith I feel, when I found myself
travelling with people I did not know to
volunteer in a township school in Port
Elizabeth, South Africa. Such a culture shock
as I knew little about life there and we were
very early volunteers in this particular
charity, but it was one of the most worthwhile
things I have ever done and one of which
I and I think my whole family are most proud.
I went twice, the first time I was helping with
reading, the second time I was helping the
little children to learn English. All these little
jobs have involved working with people, who,
for one reason or another, need extra help or
support, or, as in Guiding, passing on my
enjoyment of being a Girl Guide. This has to
me been part of my life as a Christian.
What are you especially grateful for?
My children and grandchildren have been
very important over the years and have been
a wonderful and loving support since my
husband Ian died and we are in close
contact. I have many friends at church too,
whose help I value greatly. Long may Christ
Church continue its journey.
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Meet Sarah Castle,

our Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary

‘I

started going to Christ
Church in 2003. I found the
Church very welcoming and
friendly, so I decided to stay. I
used to bring my father with me, but
in 2005 he became very ill and had to
go to hospital. When I visited him
there I started to talk to the other
patients and enjoyed this very much.
After he died, I started to think
about finding a role where I could
care for people. That’s when I came
across the Southwark Pastoral
Auxiliary. I spoke to Richard Lane,
who was vicar at the time, and we
both thought it would be a good idea.
I completed two years of training at
Trinity House in London Bridge –
including bereavement training –
and in June 2008 I was
commissioned.
Richard and I looked at how I could
best use my training at Christ
Church. I began visiting people who
were unwell, or needed support after
losing a loved one, as well as visiting
people in their nursing homes.
My SPA work also took me to a
homeless centre in Tooting. I learnt
so much there. I would help with the
lunches, speak to people and even
got to know some on a personal level.
I am happy I can support Christ
Church in this way, and hopefully
give a bit back to the Church.

VISITING HARRY

Our friend Harry Watson was a regular
member of the congregation but as his
health deteriorated, this gradually became
more difficult. A group of us now take
communion to Harry, at Carter House, on a
regular basis. It is lovely to have some of
the residents join us for our small service.
Harry would also like to see his friends
from CC in between these services. If you
are able to pop in for a chat, there is a list at
the back of church to sign with details of
when and where to go. Thank you.

Memories
bind us together
Mike Hammond and his two younger brothers, Peter and
John, took a trip down memory lane to visit the Brixton
of their youth and discovered more than just nostalgia

W

e were brought up in Helix
Road, half way up Brixton Hill.
Mum and dad moved there
from Crystal Palace when I was
18 months old. In 1942, a bomb landed so
close to our house that the shockwave
ripped the front off! I’d last lived in Helix
Road in September 1965, before Mo and
I were married, and as we drove to the old
place what memories came flooding
back! The gate was exactly as we had
remembered it but the house, and even
the road, looked smaller!
We each had jobs for our weekly pocket
money. I washed the front step for a shilling
and sixpence, Pete polished the brass on
the front door and John washed the hall
through. Sometimes we forgot the door key
so I learned how to climb up the front of the
house to our parent’s bedroom on the first
floor, open the window and down the stairs
to open the front door!
Schooldays were spent at Battersea
Grammar School in Streatham, which
was then an all boys’ school. We were
surprised to see it was now a girl’s school
and had grown another storey! We met a
teacher outside and when we told her we
used to go to the school some 60 years
ago, she welcomed us in and showed us
around. The football field was now an
astro turf hockey pitch!
On Saturday mornings on our way home
from the pictures, we would explore the
bombed-out houses – finding hidden
treasures along the way! We spent
practically all the summer holidays in
Brockwell Park Lido surviving the whole day
on just a cup of hot Bovril and a slice of
bread pudding – all for sixpence!
We were members of the 15th Streatham
Hill Scout Troop, which met in Tulse Hill at
St Matthais Church Hall. The Church is now
a Hot Gospel place of worship! It was sad to
see the church brickwork had deteriorated

quite badly, or maybe we didn’t notice
when we were younger! The old Scout
hall was now a crèche.
We walked to Coldharbour Lane where
dad’s optician shop had been – it’s now a
nail bar – and opposite was the Granville
Arcade where we all worked as Saturday
butcher’s boys from 6am to 6pm, all for £1!
We remembered that on Sundays, Dad
would drive to the stalls at Stockwell tube
to buy shrimps, prawns, winkles, whelks
and maybe a crab – enough for us five
and a couple of girlfriends. That was
Sunday tea every week.
As time went by we got married and left
home, but Christmas lunch was always
back at Mum and Dad’s. The family grew
so we shared Christmas at each other’s
houses, but eventually numbers increased
so much we couldn’t sit everyone down, and
the annual gathering, where acquaintances
were renewed, began to wind down.
Although my brothers and I see each
other most years, we are seldom all three
together, but our trip down memory lane
was so successful we have decided to
make it an annual event.
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BOOK CLUB NEWS

Food for thought

I

Can our beliefs and convictions change the course of our lives and that of others? Do
actions always speak louder than words? Are we the prisoners of our circumstances?
Such questions have buzzed repeatedly in Book Club sessions. Colin Holloway reports...

n recent months we
were intrigued by the
interplay of passionate
rhetoric and historical
accident in pre-revolutionary
Russia in Lenin on the Train
by Catherine Merridale. Next
came the clash of
institutional structures with
individual aspiration and
opportunity in industrial
England in Anna of the Five
Towns by Arnold Bennett.
Later we read Far to Go by
Alison Pick, a tale of the
pressures on Jews and their
neighbours in the
Sudetenland when caught
up in the Nazi onslaught. This
is to be followed by An Officer

and a Spy by Robert Harris
which explores the crosscurrents of prejudice, loyalty
and the search for justice
that swirled around the
Dreyfus affair. Fascinating
backgrounds with all sorts of
contemporary connections
– and all of them cracking
good reads.
The Autumn programme
promises more, including
Nicholas Shakespeare’s Six
Days in May, a vivid account
of how Churchill came to
power in 1940 despite the
debacle of the Norway
campaign.
On her recent visit to
Christ Church, Celia

sturdy health with a lively
and changing clientele. We
warmly welcome new and
occasional members. It is
constantly remarked how
the varied choices reveal
unexpected interests.
Certainly vigorous discussion
always deepens appreciation
and often sends us back to
the book with renewed
pleasure. Why not join us?

Thomson, who in 2002 first
suggested the Christ Church
Reading Group, asked how it
was faring. I was able to
assure her that it was in

Details of books, dates and
venues with questions to
stimulate discussion are
available at the cross-aisle
or from Colin Holloway,
020 8946 9930, colin@
holloway.myzen.co.uk

CALL FOR ENTRIES

It’s the Christ Church
Christmas card competition
Are you a whizz with watercolours or a secret David Bailey?

W

hatever your creative skills, you are invited to
submit entries to our Christmas card
competition to create a design that says
‘Christmas at Christ Church’. You can enter
paintings, drawings, photographs or collages – whatever
medium you like. The competition is open to all ages and
divided into two categories: 3-16 years and 17+.
The judges will be looking for entries that epitomise
the joy of the Christmas message and the vibrancy of life
here at Christ Church. The winners will have the honour
of seeing their creations printed as cards and sold to help
raise funds for Christ Church. Look out for the posters in
church coming soon for more details. The closing date
will be in October, so you have plenty of time.
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Summer Diary 2018
Sunday 22nd July		
8TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am	BCP Holy
Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evensong

Friday 3rd August		
7.30pm Adult Choir Practice

Friday 17th August
7.30pm Adult Choir Practice

Saturday 4th August
2.30pm Wedding

Sunday 19th August
12TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am	BCP Holy
Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evensong

Tuesday 24th July		
11am
Morning Prayer
8pm	Standing Committee
Meeting, Truman
Room

Sunday 5th August
10TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am	BCP Holy
Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evensong

Thursday 26th July
8pm
Brass Group

Sunday 2nd September
14TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am	BCP Holy
Communion
10am
Celebrate Together
6.30pm Evensong
Tuesday 4th September
11am
Morning Prayer

Tuesday 21st August
11am
Morning Prayer

Thursday 6th September
8pm
Brass Group

Tuesday 7th August
11am
Morning Prayer

Thursday 23rd August
8pm
Brass Group

Friday 7th September
7.30pm Adult Choir Practice

Friday 27th July		
7.30pm Adult Choir Practice

Thursday 9th August
8pm
Brass Group

Friday 24th August
7.30pm Adult Choir Practice

Sunday 29th July
9TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Prudential Bike Ride Weekend
8am	BCP Holy
Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Evening Prayer

Friday 10th August
7.30pm Adult Choir Practice

Sunday 26th August
13TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am	BCP Holy
Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Evening Prayer

Tuesday 31st July		
11am
Morning Prayer
Thursday 2nd August
7pm
Wedding Rehearsal
8pm
Brass Group

Sunday 12th August
11TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am	BCP Holy
Communion
10am
Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Tuesday 14th August
11am
Morning Prayer
Thursday 16th August
8pm
Brass Group

Thank you to all our
contributors...
We hope you’ve
enjoyed
this issue and
thank all of you
who have contributed. We’d love to
hear your thoughts and would
welcome any feature ideas, letters,
memories and photographs you
have. Email the Editor Brenda on
brendafclark@btinternet.com
or Art Editor Naomi on
naomi.lowe@blueyonder.co.uk

Tuesday 28th August
11am
Morning Prayer
Thursday 30th August
8pm
Brass Group
Friday 31st August
7.30pm Adult Choir Practice

PARISH AWAYDAY
15 September, 9am-2pm
Join us in the hall to plan
a new vision for Christ
Church. Please sign the
list at the back of church
if you would like to come

How to get in touch
Priest-in-Charge,
Revd Michael Burns
020 8946 5954 or ccww.
vicar@gmail.com
(Mike’s day off is Friday)
Christ Church West
Wimbledon Parish Office
c/o St Saviour’s Church,
Grand Drive, London SW20
9DG Contact the Parish
Administrator, Sara Taylor:
07486 990 335 or
ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk
Tues & Thur 9.30am - 12 noon.
Fri 9.30am - 12 noon
www.christchurchwestwimbledon.org

Family
Night
Saturday 13 October
All are welcome

