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CHRIST CHURCH, WEST WIMBLEDON
Sharing God’s Love

Welcome to our newlook Spring edition.
Inside you’ll find
a poetic review of
the brilliant nativity
play the children
performed (see p3).

We are starting the
year with an exciting
new vision (see right)
and are also
celebrating Christ
Church’s 160th
birthday, so we
couldn’t have got off
to a better start. We
enjoy reading your
comments and
contributions so
please get in touch
via email (see p16) or
come and have a chat
after church.
Brenda Clark and
Naomi Lowe

A brand new vision...

The eagle-eyed among you will have noticed that we have a new logo
for the Parish Magazine with a mission statement ‘Sharing God’s Love’.
This was one of the many exciting outcomes of the Parish Awayday

T

he Christ Church
Awayday took place
on Saturday 15
September 2018 in
the Hall. With the key
objectives of retaining our
current congregation and
attracting new members to
Christ Church, we wanted
to come up with a five-year
plan that could be easily

expressed, be meaningful
and engaging to a broad
range of people, and support
the spiritual journey that we
all walk together.
Mike suggested that we
take inspiration from Robert
Warren, who in his Healthy
Churches Handbook said that
a church should aim to do ‘a
few things well’ rather than try

to do everything and then not
achieve much.
Run by Tish Mousell and
her good friend and ex
colleague Pascale Reed, the
workshop was attended by
about 20 members of the
congregation who worked
on a number of exercises in
small groups. These tasks
Continued on p2
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Continued from p1
helped us explore all sorts of ideas and
focus our minds on a practical plan for
Christ Church.
Many thanks to Dee Babar whose
sandwiches and refreshments kept
everyone’s brains stimulated.

Mission statement

Following the Awayday, a small steering
group (Naomi Lowe, Louise Schenck, Mike
Burns, Julie Grainger and Tish Mousell) was
formed to discuss and distill the ideas into
our mission statement (see below) – a simple
message that we can communicate with
clarity and warmth, make distinctly Christ
Church and which supports our vision.

It’s official!

Sharing God’s Love by...
Welcoming
strangers
and friends
Walking
in faith
together

Working
for our
community

This was presented and signed off by the
PCC in January and will underpin everything
we do in church and in our community, from
welcoming a Syrian family to encouraging
us all to be better diciples of Christ.

Action plan

We also have an action plan of initiatives
that we’d like to achieve in the long
and short term.
• The Hall refurbishment and upgrade –
a committee has been formed and work
to improve the back of the Church hall is
under way (see p15)
• Communications – creating a Christ Church
personality and consistent message in all
our marketing. Exploring social media.
Boosting engagement, etc.
• Getting to know the congregation better.
• A more varied music offering.
• Improving the welcome area.
• Sponsoring a Syrian Family (see p13)
These ideas will be worked on by smaller
steering groups. Volunteers to help are
very welcome! There will be lists at the
back of church.

Our vicar was formally instituted and inducted at a special
service conducted by the Bishop of Kingston, Dr Richard
Cheetham, on 9 December. David Simpson reports…

M

ike Burn’s induction
service was a joyous
occasion but it may have
left a few people
wondering why the service was
needed in the first place. After all,
Mike has been the priest at Christ
Church since the spring of 2017,
more than 18 months ago.
The reasons lie in the
complexities of church law and
custom. When Mike was first
appointed, he was licenced as
priest-in-charge as Christ Church at
the time did not have a new vicarage
following the sale of the old vicarage
opposite the church. A priest-incharge’s appointment is limited,
unlike that of a vicar whose
appointment is permanent.
Thankfully a new vicarage was
acquired and the way was clear for
Mike to be appointed as the
permanent vicar of Christ Church.
The service had been originally
planned for 14 October, but Bishop
Richard unexpectedly had to have
a hip operation and so the service
was postponed until December.
Reverend Mandy Hodgson, the
Team Rector of St Mary’s,

Wimbledon and Patron of Christ
Church, presented Mike to the
Bishop. Mike swore his oaths of
allegiance (symbolised by holding
his hand on the door of the church –
see below) and reaffirmed his
ordination vows. He was then
presented to the congregation by
the Bishop and was formally
welcomed by the Churchwardens,
Julie and myself, on behalf of the
congregation.
A big unnecessary fuss? Well no,
as the Church’s traditions, customs
and laws are very much living things.
They support all of us in our faith and
give strength as we face the future,
whatever it will bring.

The Junior Church
Nativity Play
A poem by Lyons O’Keeffe
At the Junior Church
Nativity Play,
They practiced and practiced,
day after day.
Lucy and Tish were kept up
till all hours,
Stretching their rhyming
and casting powers.
Rehearsals took place
with furious drive,
But December the second
was quick to arrive.
Of shepherds and kings
there were several views,
Provoking gasps of amazement
and applause from the pews.
Cadence and couplets
from the cast did abound
With not a rap on an
Innkeeper door to be found.
Junior and Stepping Up church
made us proud,
With not a line stumbled
before a record church crowd.
It all went to prove
what could be done in a hurry,
Leaving Junior Church leaders
to enjoy Advent without worry.
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Our first family quiz night

The call
of the sea
The winning team – The
McLowekins – with Ian
third from the right

Success is almost always achieved through a blend of youth
and experience. Never more so than at last October’s Family
Quiz Night, as Christ Church visitor, Ian Lakin recounts…

I

t’s not often that my wife and
I get the chance to attend a
‘glitzy’ social function in
London, so when we were
invited to the Christ Church Barn
Dance last March you can imagine
our excitement. Alas, the Beast from
the East scuppered our travel plans
and we were left kicking our heels in
the East Midlands, wondering when
such another invitation would come
along. Well it did, in October, when
we were invited to attend the
inaugural quiz night for all the family.
On learning that bangers, mash
and beans would be on the menu,
our team – three 50-somethings and
three 20-somethings – decided to
take a brisk walk up to the church
hall, to sharpen both brain and
appetite. As we entered the hall the
sense of occasion was palpable –
the hum of excited conversation
mingling with the sizzle of sausages
beyond the serving hatch.
The first round was a table round –
match the pantomime character to
the pantomime. After much head
scratching, urgent whispering and
wishing that we’d taken the kids to
more pantomimes when they were
younger, the quiz proper began,
with Mike explaining the double

your points ‘Play the Mike’ rule and
giving us the welcome news that,
were we to be stumped by
questions aimed at the younger
generation, we could raise our
hands and ask for their help!
There were then three tenquestion rounds followed by a
break of reassuringly huge platefuls
of bangers, mash and beans, and a
further three rounds, before the
agonising final count up of scores.
As Mike cleared his throat to
announce the result, Pat – our team
statistician – who’d been keeping a
close eye on the cumulative scores,
dolefully intoned, ‘We’ve lost by half
a point’. A few seconds later, when
Mike informed us all that Quiz
Akubussi had come second, Pat’s
calculations, for once, were proved
wrong and the McLowekins (that
was us) had won by half a point.
It is a great honour for the clan
McLowekin name to be etched on
to the old Christ Church quiz trophy
and join such illustrious past winners
as Team GB and Quiz Akubussi.
Many thanks to Tish Mousell
and Mike, our quiz masters, Dee
and Muks, our chefs and the whole
social team who contributed to
this excellent evening.

One of John Davey’s
hobbies is sailing.
He explains how one
particular Gospel reading has
helped him through the choppy
waters of life

I

was a member of the British Telecom
sailing club, eventually qualifying as a
yacht master skipper. On one occasion
before I left for a week’s voyage across
the North Sea, Rev Celia Thomson – vicar of
Christ Church at the time – said she would
pray for us. When we entered the shipping
lane near Rotterdam it was very foggy and
potentially quite dangerous. As we neared
the lanes though, the fog lifted, and I was
reminded of Celia’s words. This experience
came back to me recently when the reading
at Evensong was from St Matthew’s Gospel,
Chapter 8. This is the account of Jesus in a
boat on the Sea of Galilee in a storm. The
disciples are very afraid and ask Him to do
something to help them all. He asked them
to have faith and He calmed the storm.

Church Library

Yes, we have one... on the right hand
side of the church as you come in
from the back entrance. It was used
more often when coffee was served
on that side of the church. We try to
ensure that books are up-to-date and
of interest to you. You may keep
them for as long as you like and
either return them to the shelves or
donate them to a charity shop. We
also accept donations. Thank you.

When we sing,
we pray twice
A map to guide us

A

few weeks ago the Reverend Richard
Lane, the previous vicar at Christ
Church, gave the sermon and
encouraged us to move forward –
to not live in the past but to grasp all the
opportunities that lie ahead. This chimed so
neatly with the work we have been doing on
our new vision (see p1-2).
One of the phrases that has been in the back
of our minds during our work is ‘Do a few
things and do them well’, from Robert
Warren’s book, The Healthy Church
Handbook. The book identifies seven points
that characterise a healthy church...
• To be energised by faith
• To have an outward-looking focus
• To seek to find out what God wants
• To face the cost of change and growth
• To operate as a community
• To make room for all
• To do a few things, and do them well
So with this in mind we have set out our vision
– under the banner Sharing God’s Love – in
a Mission Action Plan or M.A.P that will guide
us over the next three to five years. It is a living
document which may change and develop
as the months go by but one that will give us
focus for the journey ahead.

As we welcome Tom Theakston as our new Director
of Music, we pay homage and extend our very warm
wishes to Stuart Miles who has so ably filled the shoes
of organist and musical lead over the past year

I

t has been a great pleasure
to play the organ at Christ
Church, providing cover
until your new Director of
Music takes up the post. It was
good to get to know a number
of the parishioners, and to form
a good working relationship
with the choir. Michael has been
very supportive to me.
My journey to you on a Sunday
morning is from Watford. I am
Head of Keyboard at St Albans
High School which involves
teaching the piano and the
organ, coaching chamber music
and accompanying and
rehearsing the choirs. I am also
an accompanist for many of the
concerts at the school and I am
fortunate enough to be able to
play the organ at St Albans
Cathedral for the Carol Service
and other concerts.
In the 1990s I was Director of
Music at Haberdashers’ Aske’s
Girls School in Elstree. I then
spent nearly 20 years in school

A big thank you...

leadership (latterly as Senior
Deputy Headmaster) at the
John Lyon School in Harrow.
I retired early to continue to
pursue musical interests and
I am very happy now combining
lots of playing and teaching.
I am a member of the
congregation at Holy Rood
Roman Catholic Church in
Watford and I play there for the
Sunday Evening Mass, but most
of my organ work is playing for
Anglican parishes. The fine
Anglican tradition of hymnody
and psalm singing is something
to be nurtured and cherished.
Strong verse and robust tunes
lift us closer to heaven. As St
Augustine wrote, ‘When we sing,
we pray twice.’
I am sure you are all looking
forward to the arrival of Tom and
for a degree of continuity in
Christ Church’s musical ministry.
Tom will inherit a dedicated and
friendly choir who add a great
deal to your Sunday worship.

We have been very fortunate in the organists who have played for our
services. They are all exceptional musicians and we are very grateful to
Stuart Miles, Alex Palotai, Jonathan Kingan, Ben Hunt, David Gammie,
Michael Chapman and Gareth Giles for their willingness to assist.
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WORKING FOR OUR COMMUNIT Y

CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION

Picture perfect
Louise Schenck was one of four winners of the first
Christ Church Christmas card competition...

04/11/2018 17:31

• We will be running the
competition again this year
so watch this space and get
creative. We are looking for
artwork in any medium that
epitomises the joy of
the Christmas message and
the vibrancy of life here at
Christ Church.

PAUSE...
04_CC_CHRISTMASCARD_JOSIEALLEN.indd 1

loose interpretation of Christ
Church through the magic of
paint. Once I included a few
figures of the congregation
arriving for the Christmas
morning service, the picture
came alive.
It was a lovely surprise to
join our young people in
seeing our creations printed
as cards and sold to raise
funds for Christ Church.
I understand the cards have
travelled to far-off places
around the globe.

Christmas Peace by Lucy Naylor
Sold in aid of Christ Church, West Wimbledon. Charity No. 1145463
www.christchurch-westwimbledon.org

T

Share this pause with God,
sometimes in conversation
but also in restful and
attentive presence.

Stained glass window at Christ Church by Naomi Lowe
Sold in aid of Christ Church, West Wimbledon. Charity No. 1145463
www.christchurch-westwimbledon.org

02_CC_CHRISTMASCARD_NAOMILOWE.indd 1

04/11/2018 17:41

The other winning entries, above, from left to right:
Josie Allen, 3-11 category; Lucy Naylor, 12-17 category;
and Naomi Lowe, photography category

JUNIOR CHURCH

Though we are
many, we are one

J

Make one of these pauses a regular
point of meeting with God.

here was a warm glow of camaraderie when ‘Together on
Thursday’ met for Christmas lunch. After enjoying a delicious
chicken casserole followed by mince pies and ice cream, we gathered
around the piano to sing our favourite carols. It was wonderful to have
Cynthia Aird (member of the congregation for very many years and stalwart
of the choir, but who has recently been unable to get to the10am service)
accompany us beautifully on the piano. Thank you, Cynthia! Angelina Skelton

Above: Louise with
her winning entry for
the 18+ category

03_CC_CHRISTMASCARD_LUCYNAYLOR.indd 1

Recognise the natural pauses
and breathing spaces within your
day – a regular drive in the car,
a train journey, a space within
your lunch break, a pause before
you switch on your computer.

Together on
Thursday

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Josie Allen
Sold in aid of Christ Church, West Wimbledon. Charity No. 1145463. www.christchurch-westwimbledon.org

I

started painting with
watercolours in 2006
soon after taking early
retirement from my
nursing career in the NHS.
I paint using watercolours
and mixed-media and enjoy
allowing the paint to flow
in a free and loose way,
creating its own patterns
and unexpected magical
surprises. My main interest
is painting landscapes and
nature. I try to evoke an
atmosphere and mood
of a place, often searching
for the abstract elements
in the subject.
The Christmas card
competition, in which
I depicted our beautiful
church, was challenging,
as I rarely paint buildings.
I took photographs and
attempted to create my own

unior Church created this fabulous
3D depiction of the congregation to
illustrate the passage from Paul’s First
Letter to the Corinthians, which
explains that we are a team of believers –
that every person has special gifts and
abilities and we can use those unique
talents to come together and do amazing
things for God. But we have to work
together to make this happen – just
like the individual parts of the body
working together.

04/11/2018 17:29

A day to remember
Being a volunteer guide at Windsor Castle
has its perks, as Peter Gibbs discovered when
he had the once-in-a-lifetime chance
to see the Royal Wedding procession up close last year

C

atching the early train from
Putney on the morning of the
wedding (Saturday 19 May
2018), I arrived at Windsor &
Eton Riverside at 7.20am! From the
access point at the bottom of Thames
Street I joined the queue for admission
to the castle precincts and finally
managed to get a buggy taking me
to the viewing area in front of the
Military Knights’ apartments.
Just after 11am the guests began to
arrive. I saw Sir John and Dame Norma
Major, David Beckham and Victoria,

Jonny Wilkinson and his
wife, Sir Elton John and
David Furnish and many
others. Then the
bridegroom and Prince
William, the best man,
walked past us and were greeted
by the Dean at the west door.
Other members of the Royal family
arrived on foot at the Galilee Porch (east
end of the Chapel), followed by the
Prince of Wales, the Duchess of Cornwall
and finally the Queen and Prince Philip.
The arrival of the bride at the west end

steps was out of sight.
We heard the service through a
sound loop and when the bride and
groom left in an open Landau carriage,
it passed right in front of us. The
newlyweds looked radiant. I arrived
home exhausted but having had a
very memorable day.
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OBITUARY

WA LK I N G I N FA IT H TOG E T H E R

Colin Holloway

1 September 1936 – 23 November 2018
Colin touched the lives of so many of us at Christ Church and beyond. These three tributes paint the
portrait of a man of prayer who championed education and served his community with kindness.
And in a lovely coincidence he is also pictured opposite at our Harvest Festival

Rev Mike Burns

‘Colin Holloway’s entire
life was directly
motivated by his deeply
held commitment to
and personal faith in
Jesus Christ. This
guided him throughout
his life. For us at Christ
Church, our loss is huge
for he was very much
a wise and ‘elder’
statesman.
One of the strongest
characteristics of Colin is that he
never stopped learning and growing
in his Christian faith. The Book Club
which he led was always a memorable
event for its members – Colin took great
care in analysing and assessing the
books before commending them to be
studied, and he was skilled at devising
profound questions to get a good
discussion going.
On the evening before he died he
attended a monthly house group and it
was then that they talked about funeral
arrangements. The following day Colin
wrote: ‘My request is for a proper
Christian funeral service in church. I see
the purpose of the church service as
three-fold. It should be a respectful and
significant occasion of leave-taking for
family and friends. It should be an
affirmative and meaningful committal of
the dead to the loving mercy of Almighty
God. It should be a time of thanksgiving
and celebration of a life of assorted
qualities but many blessings. The
message is one of hope not despair.’
May Colin rest in peace and rise in glory.’

His son, Adrian

Rev Richard Lane

‘My first encounter with Colin was before
I’d even met him. He was co-author of
the parish profile sent round to
candidates for the post of vicar at
Christ Church in 2003. Clearly the PCC
was worried that most sane people
who clapped eyes on 16 Copse Hill
would run for the hills
As would happen again and again in
the following years, Colin could be relied
on to find the right words. ‘The vicarage
is uncompromisingly modern,’ he wrote,
‘and not everyone will like it.’ Brilliant.
His strengths were theological literacy,
the communication of ideas, meeting
management, prayerfulness, kindness
and an unfailing warmth that I could only
ever marvel at and yearn for.
Colin was a blessing to this parish.
His clear-eyed vision of what was
good for the buildings, the people
who worshipped here and the people
beyond, whom we serve, has been a
great gift to the clergy and people of
this parish for decades.
A man of prayer, a champion
of education, a theologian, an
administrator, a friend, I will miss him.’

‘Dad was born on 1st
September 1936. He
was the second of
three sons born to
Cecil and Winnifred
Holloway. He and his
elder brother Gordon
were evacuated to
Bournemouth during
World War II, while
Cecil, a manager in the
Midland Bank served
in the Royal Navy.
On his return to London, he won a
scholarship to attend University College
School and in 1954, Dad won a
scholarship to Christ’s College,
Cambridge, where he read Classics.
After a year’s teacher training at Exeter
University, he returned to his old school,
UCS, to teach Classics, and after a
brief time teaching in the Junior
Branch, he became third master
in the Senior School.
In 1976, he was appointed
Headmaster of King’s College School,
Wimbledon. Moving from North Harrow
to Durrington Park Road, he began
attending Christ Church. He was
chairman of the Independent
Association of Preparatory Schools in
1994-95, and retired from his job at KCS
in July 1998. He was the governor of
many schools in retirement including
UCS and more locally The Study in
Wimbledon and Hollymount School in
Cambridge Road. He was married to
Angela for 55 years and had two
children, daughter Joanna and son
Adrian, and seven grandchildren.‘

We sow
and gather
We celebrated our
Harvest Festival at Christ
Church on 7 October and
what a memorable service it was!
Margaret Metters reports...

O

n entering the
church we were
struck by the
beautiful floral
decorations. The service was
both dignified and warmly
informal at times, which
fitted the baptism of a young
member of the church family,
Angelica. She behaved
beautifully, only objecting
mildly to being sprinkled
with water! She was soon
smiling at everyone.
Eleftheria, her big sister, read
the Gospel reading. The
names of some of the
Angelica with big
sister, Eleftheria,
recipients of the harvest gifts
and Colin Holloway
were read out, and we
in the background
remembered all those around
the world who have no food.
We also had the Brownies
and Guides joining us in the service which
was nice. They presented their colours
and helped with readings and prayers.
After the service they provided cakes for
sale in the hall.
Thank you to all who contributed to
such a special day.

Stewardship...

is the long established way in
which churches organise their life, including running our
finances and ensuring that we use the time and talents of
members of the congregation appropriatly. In May we’ll
be launching a major new stewardship campaign, partly
to ask everyone to review their financial giving and partly
giving the opportunity to reflect on what we can offer to
Christ Church in terms of time and talents.

Happy 160th, Christ Church!
We kicked off a year of celebrations on the
3 February at our Patronal Festival with
drinks, nibbles and a sermon from the Very
Reverend Andrew Nunn, Dean of Southwark
Cathedral. On 8 September we’ll be
blowing out the candles on the cake at a
special lunch. Watch this space for details.
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Precious Earth

BECOMING AN ECO CHURCH

Creationtide for the whole year

T

Last autumn Ian Christie and Nick Robbins gave a sermon on Creationtide –
the Church’s season for celebrating and giving thanks for all the wonders,
fruits and beauties of the natural world. But gratitude and care for God’s
Creation need to be integral to our Christian practice and values all year long…

he Five Marks of
Mission express
the Anglican
Communion’s
common commitment to
God’s holistic and integral
mission. The fifth one is to
strive to safeguard the
integrity of creation, and
sustain and renew the life
of the Earth. This call
emphasises that respect and
care for the natural world, on
which we all depend, are
fundamental to the Christian
life. Creation gives us all we
need to live well. It’s the
fundamental gift from God,
on which we depend as His

creatures, and which we are
charged with using wisely,
respecting, cherishing and
safeguarding in His name.
It is all too easy to take
the natural world – our
environment – for granted.
But over the past 50 years,
people all over the world
have been growing in
awareness of our
dependence on the
natural world and our
urgent need to protect it.

The challenge

By now we have all the
scientific evidence we need

to justify very urgent action to
stabilise the climate system;
to stop further destruction of
species and habitats; to stop
over-fishing; and to protect
the oceans from further
pollution. We know too that
governments, businesses
and other organisations
worldwide have the money
and the technologies to
make the world greener,
healthier and sustainable.
And we have all the
reasons we need to take
urgent action: to love our
neighbour as ourselves; to
combat poverty and to stop
environmental damage

‘There are plans
to gain EcoDiocese status –
a sign of practical
action and lasting
commitment to
heal the natural
world and live
more lightly and
responsibly’

making poverty, insecurity
and conflict worse; to make
a world that is healthy and
safe for our children and
grandchildren to thrive in;
and to show respect for
God’s gift to us. What we lack
is the spiritual conviction and
political urgency to take
action, care for Creation and
put the needs of the most
vulnerable first.
But positive change is
under way from many sectors
and in many countries. A
framework for Christian
action is available. Here are
five steps we can all take,
drawn from the Ash
Wednesday Declaration of
the Christian environmental
group, Operation Noah.
• Find joy in God’s creation:
this is a source of material
and spiritual nourishment.
• Listen to the ‘groaning of
Creation’. We need to pay
attention to the warning
signals of species loss and
climate disruption.
• Ask for God’s forgiveness.
Our actions and inactions
impact the Earth. We need to
repent, turn away from past
wrong and change direction.
• Take responsibility for the
wellbeing of Creation: Christ
brings redemption for all
things and it is our duty to
promote this.
• Seek justice: it is the poor
who suffer most from
environmental destruction,
and we need to ensure that
their interests come first.

Taking action

In our Southwark Diocese,
there is a strong focus from
our Bishops and their
advisors on environmental
action as a vital part of
Christian values and witness.

There are plans to gain EcoDiocese status – a sign of
practical action and lasting
commitment to heal the
natural world and live more
lightly and responsibly. This is
done under a very popular
scheme run for the Church by
the Christian charity A Rocha.
A growing number of
churches have received
bronze award status as a sign
of commitment to energysaving, cutting carbon
emissions, saving water, etc.
At the top of the Eco-Church
league is St James’s
Piccadilly, where Revd Lucy
Winkett has overseen a
hugely impressive range of
initiatives and investments –
including solar panels on the
church roof – and has gained
gold status.
Here at Christ Church we
should aim to be in this
company of Eco-Churches.
This is fundamental to
Christian practice in our 21st
century world, so that we can
repair the grievous damage
done to the Earth and the
risks we run of leaving an
impoverished world for
future generations.
And finally, it is vital to
realise that we can all make
a difference in our own lives,
as householders, workers,
parents and citizens, and as
consumers.We can all play
our part in renewing and
respecting God’s Creation,
here on the Good Earth.

Christ Church –
an Eco-Church

Anyone interested in joining
us to form a group to work
towards this, please do talk
to Mike, or either of us (Nick
and Ian). For more info
about Eco-Church, go to
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

E

arthrise is one of the most reproduced pictures
ever taken, and perhaps the most important
image ever made. The astronaut Bill Anders
took it on the Apollo 8 mission to orbit the Moon in
December 1968. We now have many photos of the
Earth from space, but in 1968 no-one had ever seen it
from such a distance. Many astronauts since have
returned to Earth fired by a commitment to protect
our environments, having seen the preciousness of
the planet from afar. The astronaut Eugene Cernan,
the last man to walk on the Moon, said so poignantly,
“We went to explore the Moon. We discovered the
Earth”. Earthrise makes plain what we can all too
easily forget - that there is only one Earth, only one
world we can call home.

PRAYER
Creator God we commend to your care
all the scientists and others who are
engaged in finding new sources of energy,
all who are seeking solutions to
environmental problems and
ways to provide enough food
and water for our growing populations.
Please be with them as they search
for solutions to the many environmental
problems the world faces.
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WELCOMING FRIENDS & STR ANGERS

In search for a home
for our Syrian family
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE

The best ingredients

The bell ringing relay team,
from left to right: Eleanor,
Liz, Elaine, Peter, Nick,
Wendy, John, Sal and Gerald,
who were joined by Lucy
and Eleftheria, right.

KFH, the church youth group, met in
November to make products to sell on
their stall at the Advent Fair. It’s a hugely
busy evening as the young people do
everything from the cooking to the
packaging, costing and pricing. One of
our exclusive lines was the KFH Tomato
Marmalade. You missed a delicious treat
if you didn’t manage to buy a jar but look
out for it at this year’s Advent Fair.

Ringing remembers

I

t was with great pleasure that the
bell-ringers at Christ Church were
able to join in the national initiative –
Ringing Remembers – for bells to ring
out from churches across the nation to
commemorate the ending of WW1.
We were joined by some new faces who
wanted to try their hand at ringing, so we
have increased our number of people with
bell-ringing skills and can look forward to

some more joyous peals!
Eleanor and Liz were already in the belfry
so that after the minute’s silence following
our final hymn and blessing, our bells could
ring out. People commented on how
poignant it sounded. And with our team of
ringers gathered in the vestry ready to
ascend the belfry stairs in turn, we were able
to keep our bells ringing out until 12 o’clock!
Wendy Hamilton

You can watch a short film of
our bells being rung on
Remembrance Sunday at
christchurch-westwimbledon.
org/video-film.html

All Souls Service
The All Souls Service last November was on the evening of
Remembrance Sunday – a fitting time to gather our thoughts
and prayers, not only about our loved ones, but also for all who
have died in the World Wars and recent conflicts.

T

he simple service has a
reading, a gentle and sensitive
address, prayers and wellknown hymns. A table is set
before the altar and everyone present
places lit candles on it as the names of
those we have loved and lost are read
out. The table is spread with silver foil,
with our altar cross set upon it, so that
the candles shimmer all the more

brightly in the fading evening light.
Afterwards, everyone gathers for
tea and conversation
This is an annual event on the
evening of Remembrance Sunday
where you can come to remember
your loved ones with thanksgiving –
a quiet, consoling and poignant
service appreciated by many.
Mike Burns and Ian Christie

If a job’s worth doing
...it’s worth doing well. Huge
thanks to the children,
especially Caroline Errington,
who not only helped wrap the
crib figures in bubble wrap at
Candlemas to be packed away until Advent,
but also finished off the job thoroughly by
vacuuming away all the stray straw.

At the end of last year, the parish made the
commitment to welcome a refugee Syrian family
through the Government Community Sponsorship
Scheme. Project leader Chris Larkman gives an update...

I

am delighted to report that
there have been many offers
of support from parishioners.
Twenty-five people have
indicated their willingness to assist
and from this group we have formed
a steering group.
We will be looking for people to
assist in various ways, for example
premises management; welfare of
family; finding schools; family
finances including rent and benefits;
English lessons; and helping to raise
the £9,000 which is the amount
estimated to service the project.
Our priority at the moment is to
identify a three (or possibly two)
bedroom house/flat somewhere in
the London Borough of Merton.
Before Christmas it seemed that we
had two possible options. Unfortunately,
neither of these materialised.
Are you a landlord with a property
we could rent from you, or do you
know someone who is? The parish

would guarantee the rent and would
make sure the property is well
looked after.
The plan is to support the family
for two years by which stage the aim
is they’ll have become self-sufficient
and encouraged to move into their
own property, having become
settled here. Our task is very much to
assist them in making England their
home and to enable them to make
their own friends and connections.
Once we have identified a
property for our project we will make
a formal application to the Home
Office for acceptance. We will then
begin fund-raising and setting up
groups to manage the above tasks.
If you are not on our list of people
prepared to help and would like to
be, please let me know. And if you
have accommodation to offer,
please contact me so we can discuss.
chrislarkman@gmail.com
07950 642550

PRAYER
Lord, we pray that your grace may
always precede and follow us,
and make us continually to be
given to all good works,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

One of the sponsorship groups with the family they have supported
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In the footsteps of St Francis

Update on our hall refresh

Pat Spencer was one of 27 friends and parishioners who enjoyed
the Italian pilgrimage led by Chris and Clare Larkman...
12th
AUGUST
Max James Freddie
GREGORY
2nd
SEPTEMBER
Harry
Jonathan
GRAFTON
7th
OCTOBER
Angelica Margaret
MANGIOTI
(see page 9)
Oscar David
BARRON

T

he first four days of our stay were spent
at Villa Palazzola, a monastery owned
by the English College in Rome,
overlooking Lake Albano. This was
mainly a time to relax and eat together in the
gardens overlooking the lake, but trips were
made to settlements around the lake including
one to the beautiful gardens near the Pope’s
summer residence at Castel
Gandolfo. The villagers are sorry
that Pope Francis does not
spend time here, unlike his
predecessors who routinely
came to escape the summer heat of Rome.
Our next stop was Assisi. Our first
sighting of it spilling down the side of a hill
in central Umbria was magical. Much of
the medieval shape and buildings
survive. It’s nearly 800 years since the
death of St Francis (1226) but the things
he stood for – love of all people and living
things, and dedication to peace and simplicity
of life – are as important and relevant today
as when he lived.
Our first evening there was spent at the
compact but beautiful home of English
resident Roy Grant, who spoke enthusiastically
about Francis, surrounded by furnishings, art
and objects of a style Francis would have
recognised. We later visited the reputed site

of Francis’s birth, his father’s shop (he was a
wealthy textile merchant), the spot where he
died and the place his body was laid in a
specially built tomb beneath a huge basilica.
Magnificent as the basilica is, the places I felt
nearest to Francis were the monastery and
church of San Damiano below the walls of
Assisi, where he received his call from God,
and the small monasteries at
Carceri, Greccio and near
Cortona, where you could still
visualise him and his friars visiting
and praying.
We paused during our journey at all
these sites to offer our prayers, led by our
vicar Mike who also conducted a simple
Eucharist in a chapel cut from the rock
behind the basilica, during which we
could hear birds singing and dogs
barking in the valley below. We also
visited the astonishing Falls of Marmore,
engineered by the Romans, and the
attractive small town of Pienza in Tuscany.
I brought back a reproduction of Cimabue’s
painting in the basilica reputed to be of Francis,
and a Tau cross (see above, left) as worn by
members of the Franciscan order. Both have
been placed on the table in the prayer corner
at Christ Church. I also brought back many
happy memories – thank you, Chris and Clare.

PCC
News

BAPTISMS

We welcome you
into the family at
Christ Church
Did you know we send
‘Anniversary of baptism’
cards for each child/
person who has been
baptised at Christ
Church? We send them
on the anniversary of
their baptism for five
years after that date.

T

he PCC has recently
agreed to release
funds to complete
some much
needed work on the Church
Hall. We are currently
replacing or repaIring the
hall doors – the glass in
them will be double-glazed and toughened
and the doors will have brush seals to keep the
heat in! The timber has been risk assessed in
accordance with EUTR regulations.
Once the doors are finished, work will start
converting the back room (next to the ladies’ loos)
into a bright parish office/meeting room with wifi,
broadband and phone line. The men’s loo (which
currently has access only via the back room) will be
repositioned next to the ladies’ loos. This will allow
the new office extra light from the windows
currently in the men’s loo. The back of the building
will be closed off during the works, including
access to the ladies’ toilets, but the disabled toilet
at the front of the building will be available to use.
We hope there will be minimal interference but
while the work is taking place there will be less
space in the car park.
Many thanks to the Hall Committee who have
worked tirelessly to oversee this project. There
will be more work required in the future to keep
the hall an attractive and functioning asset for
our community. Please do let Mike or the
Churchwardens know if you would like to get
involved with helping us raise funds for this
much needed work. Thank you.

WEDDING
2018

26th
OCTOBER
Frederick James
HOLLIS
& Alice Mary
CAMPBELL

The Annual Parochial Meeting
...will take place on after the 10am service on
Sunday 28 April when we will elect
Churchwardens and members of the Church
Council. We do encourage all those on the
Electoral Roll to come along and take part.

In a nutshell with

Peter Boulding
The lowdown on Christ Church server
and member of the choir
What originally brought you to
Christ Church?
In essence, moving to New
Malden, old friends, the choir and
conviviality. I followed Celia
Thomson’s path from her curacy
at St Barnabas Southfields. I was
impressed by the atmosphere,
openness and, most of all, the
welcome. Since getting married
to Marina in 2010 and moving
to Chessington, we have kept
up our links, particularly the
musical ones.
What’s your line of work
and hobbies?
I am a keen husband, father
(two big boys), fisherman
(mainly trout), birdwatcher (bad),
trombonist, singer, server and
rugby follower. I work in
international development
trying to strengthen government
public finance practices.
What special memories
do you have?
Playing trombone for the Taize
Community music group in Taize
itself and at international

meetings in Rome, Paris, Cologne
and London, in mainly large
cathedral venues. Highlights
included meeting Jacques
Berthier (composer of the Taize
chants), Frere Robert (musical
brother) and the Pope in Rome.
What are you especially grateful
for and what are your regrets?
I am particularly grateful for
meeting and falling in love
with Marina while we worked
together in Russia. I wish Rachel,
my sister, was still alive.
What are your future plans?
I am looking forward to retirement
and having more time to think,
reflect and be more useful in the
world – and getting to the
riverbank more often.
What difference does being
a Christian make to your life?
Trying to react to the question
both a Taize brother and Mike
asked: “What are you looking
for?”, I guess the answer boils
down to receiving and giving
love but am still working on it.

16

Coming up in Spring 2019
Sunday 10 February
4th Sunday before Lent		
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Evening Prayer

Tuesday 5 March		
Shrove Tuesday
11am Morning Prayer
2.30pm - 4pm
Tuesday 26 February		Pancake Party in Hall
8pm Book Club
11am Morning Prayer
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am Parish Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evensong

Tuesday 12 February		
11am Morning Prayer

Wednesday 6 March		
Wednesday 27 February
Ash Wednesday
2pm Planning your funeral,
8pm Sung Eucharist
Truman Room
Thursday 14 February		
8pm Planning your funeral,
8pm Brass Group, Church
Thursday 7 March		
Truman Room
8pm Brass Group
Friday 15 February		
Thursday 28 February		
7.30pm Choir Practice
Friday 8 March		
3pm Together on Thursday,
7.30pm Choir
Not meeting
Sunday 17 February		
8pm Brass Group, Church
3rd Sunday before Lent
Sunday 10 March
8am BCP Holy Communion
1st Sunday of Lent
Friday 1 March		
10am Parish Eucharist
8am BCP Holy Communion
Women’s World Day of Prayer
6.30pm Evening Prayer
10am Parish Eucharist
10.30am Service at
6.30pm BCP Evensong
St Saviour’s Church,
Tuesday 19 February		
Grand Drive, SW20 9DL
11am Morning Prayer
Tuesday 12 March
8pm Service at Wimbledon
11am Morning Prayer
Congregational Church,
Wednesday 20 February
2pm-3.15pm
1 Fairlawn Rd, SW19 3QR
8pm Standing Committee at
Lent Course 1, Truman Room
7.30pm Choir
the Vicarage
8pm-9.15pm
Lent Course 1, Truman Room
Sunday 3 March
Thursday 21 February		
Sunday next before Lent
8pm Brass Group, Church
Thursday 14 March		
8am BCP Holy Communion
8pm Brass Group
10am Celebrate Together
Friday 22 February		
6.30pm Evening Prayer
7.30pm Choir Practice
Friday 15 March		
7.30pm Choir
Sunday 24 February		
2nd Sunday before Lent

Thank you to all our contributors...

We hope
you’ve
enjoyed
this issue
and thank all of you who have
contributed. We’d love to hear
your thoughts and would welcome
any feature ideas, letters,
memories and photographs you
have. Email the Editor, Brenda, at
brendafclark@btinternet.com
or Art Editor, Naomi at
naomi.lowe@blueyonder.co.uk

Saturday 16 March		
6.30pm Barn Dance, Hall
Sunday 17 March		
2nd Sunday of Lent
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am Parish Eucharist.
Preacher: The Revd
Peter Kettle
6.30pm BCP Evensong
Tuesday 19 March
11am Morning Prayer
2pm-3.15pm
Lent Course 2, Truman Room
8pm-9.15pm
Lent Course 2, Truman Room

How to get in touch
Vicar, Revd Michael Burns
020 8946 5954 or
ccww.vicar@gmail.com
(Mike’s day off is Friday)
Christ Church
West Wimbledon
Parish Office
c/o St Saviour’s Church,
Grand Drive, London SW20
9DG Contact the Parish
Administrator, Sara Taylor:
07486 990 335 or
ccparishoffice@yahoo.co.uk
Tues & Thur 9.30am-12 noon.
Fri 9.30am-12 noon
www.christchurchwestwimbledon.org

Christ Church West Wimbledon

Barn Ceilidh

Saturday 16th March, 6.30pm
In the church hall

SAUSAGE & TICKETS £12.50
IRISH MASH UNDER 16s
FREE
WEAR
SOMETHING PRIZE FOR BEST
GREEN!
DRESSED
Tickets from Tish (tish@mouselltraining.com)

All are
welcome!

